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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which transitions from one speaker to another.  It can be translated “Now, Then, And” or left untranslated.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”


The article functions as a personal pronoun, translated “they.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say, speak, tell.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him,” referring to Jesus.

“And they spoke to Him, saying,”
 is the conjunction HOTI, used to introduce direct discourse and translated as quotation marks.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun IWANNĒS plus the article and noun BAPTISTĒS, meaning “John the Baptist.”  This is followed by the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective ALLOS, meaning “others.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular pronoun noun ĒLIAS, meaning “Elijah.”

“‘John the Baptist; and others Elijah;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective ALLOS, meaning “others.”  Then we have the conjunction HOTI, used to introduce direct discourse, which should be translated by quotation marks.  Finally, we have the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “One” plus the ablative of the whole from the masculine plural article and noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “of the prophets.”

“but others, “One of the prophets”.’”
Mk 8:28 corrected translation
“And they spoke to Him, saying, ‘John the Baptist; and others Elijah; but others, “One of the prophets”.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And they spoke to Him, saying, ‘John the Baptist;”

a.  The Lord has just asked the disciples who people say that He is as they are walking from Bethsaida to Caesarea Philippi.  


b.  The disciples respond with three answers, the first of which is that He is really John the Baptist.  People would think this for several reasons:



(1)  John the Baptist was the cousin of Jesus.  Therefore, they may have looked a lot like each other in physical appearance.



(2)  People may have been confused about there being two different people being prophets and baptizing.  They may have thought that the same man used two different titles or names, but was actually the same person.



(3)  People may have thought as Herod Antipas did that Jesus was John the Baptist raised from the dead, Mt 14:1ff.

2.  “and others Elijah;”

a.  The second answer of the disciples is that people suggest that Jesus is the prophet Elijah, whom the Old Testament Scriptures said would return and herald the advent of the Messiah.


b.  The prophecy of Elijah’s return connected with the Messiah is found in Mal 4:5, “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.”  The Lord confirms this in Mk 9:12-13, “And He said to them, ‘Elijah does first come and restore all things.  And yet how is it written of the Son of Man that He will suffer many things and be treated with contempt?  But I say to you that Elijah has indeed come, and they did to him whatever they wished, just as it is written of him.”

c.  This prophecy relates to the Second Advent of the Christ as one of the two witnesses of Rev 11:4-6.


d.  The fact that John was distinguished from Elijah is mentioned by Jesus in Mt 11:7-14 compared to Jn 1:21, where John the Baptist declares that he is not Elijah, “They asked him, ‘What then?  Are you Elijah?’  And he said, ‘I am not.’  ‘Are you the Prophet?’  And he answered, ‘No’.”
3.  “but others, “One of the prophets”.’”

a.  The third answer of the disciples is that some of the people say that Jesus is one of the prophets, again implying that he is another one of the Old Testament prophets who has come back to life and is performing miracles and teaching.


b.  For example, this would suggest that Jesus is Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah or Malachi.


c.  These answers by the disciples are the same answers given by Herod and the people in Herod Antipas’ court, Mk 6:14-16, “And King Herod heard, for His person had become well known; and they were saying, ‘John the Baptist is risen from the dead, and because of this these miracles are at work in Him.’  But others were saying, ‘He is Elijah.’  And others were saying, ‘[He is] a prophet, like one of the prophets.’  But when Herod heard, he kept saying, ‘John, whom I beheaded, he has been raised!’”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It is remarkable the number of different opinions the people held about Jesus, though the same situation probably exists today.  That some thought He was John the Baptist is especially perplexing, since John and Jesus had been seen publicly together.  They were quite different in personality and ministry (Mt 11:16–19), so it seems strange that the people would confuse them.  John the Baptist came ‘in the spirit and power of Elijah’ (Lk 1:17), in a ministry of judgment, whereas Jesus came in a spirit of meekness and service.  John performed no miracles (Jn 10:41), but Jesus was a miracle-worker.  John even dressed like the Prophet Elijah (2 Kg 1:8; Mk 1:6).  How could the people confuse the two?  Some said that Jesus was one of the prophets, perhaps Jeremiah (Mt 16:14).  Jeremiah was ‘the weeping prophet’, and Jesus was a Man of sorrows; so there is a definite parallel.  Jeremiah called the people to true repentance from the heart, and so did Jesus.  Both men were misunderstood and rejected by their own people, both condemned the false religious leaders and the hypocritical worship in the temple, and both were persecuted by those in authority.  Instead of diligently seeking for the truth, the people listened to popular opinion and followed it, just as many people do today.  They had opinions instead of convictions, and this is what led them astray.”


b.  “All three responses were wrong, indicating that Jesus’ identity and mission remained veiled from the people.”


c.  “Notice that human beings, left to their own musings, never come up with the idea of Jesus as Messiah.  A prophet yes, even John the Baptist back from the dead, but not the Messiah.  It is not completely clear whether the questions being raised about Jesus concern whether Jesus is like one of the great prophets or is one of the great prophets returned from the dead.  In view of 2 Esdras 2:18, which speaks of Jeremiah and Isaiah returning at the end, it seems likely that the second interpretation is correct.”


d.  “Because many Palestinian Jews believed that prophets in the Old Testament sense had ceased, ranking Jesus among the prophets would have been radical—but it was not radical enough to grasp his true identity.”


e.  “Mankind’s answers are as old as the question, ‘Who is Jesus?’  Even in His lifetime people were saying Jesus was an exceptional man, a good man, a great prophet, but yet they were not prepared to confess that He is God; this still holds true in our generation.  The disciples were hiding behind other men’s opinions, but Jesus made them confront the question personally.”


f.  “What matters is that Jesus is popularly perceived as a prophet.  This is indeed a highly laudatory assessment.  But the sequel will show that it falls short of the truth about Jesus.  Like many today who express their appreciation of Jesus as a great teacher, the people of His own day have not yet grasped the full significance of His ministry.”


g.  “All three opinions involve resurrections and thus reveal that the Jews, excepting only the Sadducees, believed in the resurrection of the body on the basis of the Old Testament.  This answers the claim of the critics that the resurrection of the dead is either not taught in the Old Testament or is taught there so vaguely that no one caught the idea.”
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