John 1:1
Mark 8:18



 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun OPHTHALMOS, meaning “eyes” plus the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle of the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: having.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present fact that the disciples have eyes.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produce the action of having eyes.


The participle is circumstantial.  Wallace considers this to be a concessive participle: “although having eyes, do you not see?”  The meaning of what is being said is the same whether we consider the participle circumstantial or concessive.

Then we have the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb BLEPW, which means “to see.”


The present tense is a descriptive and tendential present for what is reasonably expected to be occurring right now, but is not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are producing the action of not seeing/understanding.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“Having eyes, do you not see?”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun HOUS, meaning “ears.”  With this we have the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle of the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: having.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present fact that the disciples have eyes.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produce the action of having ears.


The participle is circumstantial (or concessive; see above).

Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The present tense is a descriptive and tendential present for what is reasonably expected to be occurring right now, but is not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are producing the action of not hearing.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“And having ears, do you not hear?”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active indicative of the verb MNĒMONEUW, which means “to remember.”


The present tense is a descriptive and tendential present for what is reasonably expected to be occurring right now, but is not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are producing the action of not remembering.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“And do you not remember,”
Mk 8:18 corrected translation
“Having eyes, do you not see?  And having ears, do you not hear?  And do you not remember,”
Explanation:
1.  “Having eyes, do you not see?”

a.  Jesus continues His rhetorical questions of the disciples regarding their inability to comprehend or understand what He meant when He said, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Herod.”


b.  This question is a paraphrase of a famous statement made several times in the Old Testament Scriptures regarding the negative volition, blackout of the soul, and hardness of heart of the Jews as a people in rejection of God and His word.  Jesus is in effect asking His disciples if they are like the Jews of the Isaiah’s time, who rejected the God of Israel and did not understand the signs of the times.  They have eyes, but only see the physical things going on around them.  They do not see the spiritual things happening right before their eyes.  They do not see the false teaching of the scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees or Herodians.  They do not see the blackout of the soul and scar tissue of the soul of the leaders of Israel.  They do not understand that the same thing that happened to the Northern Kingdom and Southern Kingdom after their rejections of the God of Israel are going to happen again on an even worse scale and duration because of the same rejection of the God of Israel.



(1)  Ps 135:16b, “They have eyes, but they do not see;”



(2)  Isa 6:10, “He has blinded their eyes and He hardened their heart, so that they would not see with their eyes and perceive with their heart, and be converted and I heal them.”



(3)  Ezek 12:2, “Son of man, you live in the midst of the rebellious house, who have eyes to see but do not see, ears to hear but do not hear; for they are a rebellious house.”



(4)  Jer 5:21, “Now hear this, O foolish and senseless people, who have eyes but do not see; who have ears but do not hear.”

2.  “And having ears, do you not hear?”

a.  Another rhetorical question, which is also mentioned in several passages of the Old and New Testaments.



(1)  Ps 135:17a, “They have ears, but they do not hear.”



(2)  Ezek 12:2 (see above).



(3)  Rom 11:8, “just as it is written, “God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes to see not and ears to hear not, down to this very day.”


b.  The disciples have ears and can hear exactly what Jesus says to them, but because they are thinking like the Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, and scribes, they cannot and do not understand the real meaning of the words they hear.  They hear the word “leaven” but think only of bread.  They do not think to watch out for the evil influence of the teaching or hypocrisy of those who are antagonistic to Jesus.  They hear on a physical level and think on a human level, while the spiritual never enters their mind.

3.  “And do you not remember,”

a.  Here is another case of a bad verse break in the middle of a statement.  The verse should have ended with the previous question and this statement really belongs to the next verse.  It gives us an incomplete thought.


b.  This is the beginning of a sixth question regarding the blindness and deafness of the disciples to the spiritual realities around them.  The Lord asks them if they remember significant events in the recent past, which should be difficult for anyone to forget, since they are miracles of the most astounding kind.  Jesus asks them incredulously whether or not they really don’t remember the miracle of feeding thousands of people on two recent occasions.  He could have equally asked them about the hundreds of healings He had performed.


c.  The point Jesus is making is that He has done more than enough to give the leaders of Israel the sign they want.  And yet these leaders have rejected His as the God of Israel just as the leaders of the nation have done so throughout the last 1500 years of human history.  Therefore, the disciples beware of everything these leaders teach, say, and do, because they are about to suffer the same fate as the leaders of Israel suffered in the past, when they rejected the Lord Jesus Christ.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “There was agony of soul back of this questioning, in view of the tremendous issues at stake.  Matthew in reporting this happening gives us the information that Jesus finally had to explain to them that He was talking about the doctrines of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”


b.  “The misunderstanding of the disciples, though simple and natural in its origin, was blameworthy.  They could not have fallen into the mistake had the interest they took in spiritual and temporal things respectively been proportional to their relative importance.  They had treated the incident on the other side of the lake too lightly, and they had treated their neglect to provide bread too gravely.  They should have taken more to heart the ominous demand for a sign, and the solemn words spoken by their Master in reference thereto; and they should not have been troubled about the want of loaves in the company of Him who had twice miraculously fed the hungry multitude in the desert.  Their thoughtlessness in one direction, and their over-thoughtfulness in another, showed that food and raiment occupied a larger place in their minds than the kingdom of God and its interests.  Had they possessed more faith and more spirituality, they would not have exposed themselves to the reproachful question of their Master.  One of the principal lessons to be learned from the subject of this chapter, indeed, is just this: how different were the thoughts of Christ in reference to the future from the thoughts of His companions.”


c.  “Jesus thus charges His disciples with being no better off than the ‘outsiders’ to whom that text [Mk 4:12] has already been applied.  Their privileged insight into the secret of the kingdom of God seems for now to have deserted them.  The present pericope, with its focus on spiritual obtuseness, is thus framed between two literal miracles of perception.”
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