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 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the adverb of place ESWTHEN, meaning “from inside” or “from within.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA, meaning “from the heart” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of men.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun DIALOGISMOS plus the article and adjective KAKOS, meaning “evil thoughts.”
  Then we have the third person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb EKPOREUOMAI, which means “to go out, come out, or proceed.”


The present tense is a customary present for what normally and typically occurs.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the evil thoughts) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For from within, from the heart of men, the evil thoughts come out:”
 these are three appositional nominative subjects, the first two are feminine plural and the last one is masculine plural.  PORNEIA means “unlawful sexual intercourse; fornications”
 KLOPĒ means “thefts;”
 and PHONOS, meaning “murders.”

“unlawful sexual intercourse, thefts, murders,”
Mk 7:21 corrected translation
“For from within, from the heart of men, the evil thoughts come out: unlawful sexual intercourse, thefts, murders,”
Explanation:
1.  “For from within, from the heart of men, the evil thoughts come out:”

a.  The Lord continues His explanation to the disciples in private regarding the meaning of the parable about foods not defiling a person, but what comes out of them defiling a person.


b.  That which defiles a person spiritually comes from within the person, from the heart or thinking of the person.  Food or drink going into the body does not defile a person spiritually.  The evil thoughts that come out from a person’s heart (the right lobe of the soul) defile the person spiritually.


c.  God is far more concerned about what we think than what we eat.  What is more important to God—eating pork or the desire to kill someone?


d.  The ‘heart’ or KARDIA is the seat of thinking in the human soul.  It is not the seat of emotions.  The kidneys are said to be the seat of emotions by analogy in Scripture.  The heart is where our frame of reference for thoughts exists.  It is where we store our vocabulary and categorize things.  It is where our memory exists and our wisdom.  The KARDIA processes all our thoughts and intentions.  It also produces all the sinful and evil thoughts of our sinful nature.  “The heart is the seat of understanding, the source of thought and reflection.”



(1)  Gen 6:5, “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”



(2)  Gen 8:21, “and the Lord said to Himself, ‘I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have done.’”



(3)  Dt 6:5-6, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.”



(4)  Dt 10:12, “Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul,”



(5)  Ps 51:10, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”



(6)  Jer 17:9, “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; 

Who can understand it?”


e.  What defiles a person is not what comes out of them when they go to the bathroom, but what comes out of their heart in sinful and evil thoughts, imaginations, opinions, and intentions.

2.  “unlawful sexual intercourse, thefts, murders,”

a.  The Lord continues with a series of examples of the evil thoughts that come out of the heart of a person.


b.  The first category is probably the most common thought in mankind—any and everything to do with unlawful sexual intercourse.  This includes all thoughts of fornication, adultery, rape, incest, and every other category of sexual sin we can think or imagine.


c.  The second example deals with theft, robbery, stealing, shoplifting, the envious desire to have things that don’t belong to us.  This includes defrauding others through lying, con games, and every other means of cheating or stealing to get what we want.


d.  The third example and category deals with murder or any unlawful means of taking another person’s life.  This does not include self-defense against a criminal or lawful killing on a battlefield.  It does include both premeditated and spontaneous murder of another person.  This does not include the accidental death of another person.


e.  Notice that all three examples deal with overt sins.  But behind these overt sins is the evil intent or motivation of the heart, that is, the desire of the person to commit the act of sexual intercourse, theft or murder.  The sinful act comes from the sinful motivation.


f.  Jam 1:14-15, “But each one is tempted by his own lust, being dragged away and being enticed.  Then lust, having become pregnant, gives birth to sin; and sin, having been completed, gives birth to [carnal] death.”


g.  Gal 5:19-21a, “Now the deeds of the flesh [sin nature] are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these,…”


h.  1 Tim 1:9-10, “realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching,…”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The general term translated evil thoughts precedes the verb in the Greek text and is viewed as the root of various evils which follow.  Evil thoughts generated in a heart unite with one’s will to produce evil words and actions.  The catalog of evil Jesus gave consists of 12 items. First, there are six plural nouns depicting wicked acts viewed individually.”


b.  “Then Jesus shows that man’s defilement does not consist in what enters into him, but the things which come out of him.  He shows what man is within.  No, mere religiousness cannot take away this defilement.  Thus He uncovers the hypocrisy of an outward religion and the true state of the heart of man.  The product of the natural heart of man, though it may delight in religious observances, is nothing but vileness.”


c.  “As the role of thought is very important in Jesus’ ethical teaching, this internal process of discussion relates to that which defiles a being.  Thought precedes action and governs intent.  Thus this process which God alone can see becomes a basis by which He judges us.”


d.  “Jesus emphasized that defilement is an inner condition of the heart.  The attempt to attain righteousness by means of an elaborate oral tradition that specified explicitly how to wash, tithe, pray, and maintain ‘cleanness,’ as taught by the Pharisees, was therefore useless, since it did not address the real problem.”


e.  “Other Jewish teachers would have agreed that the vices listed by Jesus were evil and that they came from the heart.  (Vice lists were also a common teaching technique of ancient moralists.)  But they would not have agreed with Jesus that most of themselves were more concerned about legal details than ethics, even though as lawyers they necessarily spent more time dealing with legal issues than with transforming the heart.”


f.  “Sin never consists merely in a voluntary act of transgression.  Every volition proceeds from something that is more deep-seated than the volition itself.  A sinful act is the expression of a sinful heart.  Sin must always include, therefore, the perversity of heart, mind, disposition and will.  This was true in the case of the first sin, and it applies to all sin.”
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