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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb THAUMAZW, which means “to wonder at something; to be astonished or amazed by something.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular article and noun APISTIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “because of their unbelief.”

“And He was amazed because of their unbelief.”

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb PERIAGW, which means “to go around.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun KWMĒ, meaning “the villages.”  This is followed by the adverb of place KUKLWI, meaning “in a circle; around.”
  Finally, we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb DIDASKW, which means “to teach: teaching.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what was occurring at that time.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“And He was going around the villages teaching.”
Mk 6:6 corrected translation
“And He was amazed because of their unbelief.  And He was going around the villages teaching.”
Explanation:
1.  “And He was amazed because of their unbelief.”

a.  Mark continues his description of our Lord’s reaction to the negative volition and rejection of Him by the people of Nazareth.  They listened to His message, but were not really interested in Him performing any miracles and rejected Him as the Messiah.  Mark continues by telling us Jesus’ reaction to their rejection of Him.  Jesus was amazed, astounded, and in a state of wonder at their unbelief.


b.  Why was the Lord amazed?  Didn’t He have the omniscience to know exactly how they would respond to Him before He ever arrived in Nazareth?  Yes, of course He was omniscient.  But we must remember that the humanity of Christ was not allowed to use any of His divine attributes to benefit Himself, and this is one of those occasions where His omniscience did not come into play.  Perhaps Jesus knew ahead of time what their reaction to Him would be, since it was a similar reaction to the reaction they had a year previously, when they wanted to throw Him off a cliff and kill Him.  However, just because the Lord might have known their rejection of Him before He said or did anything that doesn’t mean He is not permitted to have a normal human reaction to their negative volition.  After all, they had heard all about His miracles for the past year and several of the people probably saw firsthand some of the things He did.  They had also heard the most wonderful teaching of the word of God that has ever been presented.


c.  Isn’t it reasonable for us to accept the fact that these people had the greatest explanation of the message of gospel from Jesus Himself and knew in detail about all the miracles He performed, and yet be ourselves shocked and amazed at their rejection of Jesus?  Haven’t we seen this ourselves in our own lives with people who have heard the gospel clearly and accurately presented, seen or known or hear about someone who was miraculously ‘cured’ in a hospital, and yet they have the same reaction as the people of Nazareth?


d.  Jesus had the same normal human reaction of the hardness of heart of these people as most Christians have heard throughout the past two thousand years to those with locked-in negative volition and hardness of heart.


e.  We might also ask how Mark came to know this particular bit of information about the reaction of Jesus.  Undoubtedly Jesus discussed this situation with His disciples after He left the city and this information was passed on to Mark by Peter or James or John or Andrew.

2.  “And He was going around the villages teaching.”

a.  In addition to the Lord’s reaction to the negative volition of the Nazarenes Mark also tells us about the gracious response of our Lord to the people in that area outside of Nazareth.  The Lord went around to the outlying villages and presented the message of the gospel to them.  He didn’t have to do this.  He needed to do this, because He was not willing that any should perish, but that all come to believe in Him as the Messiah.


b.  The villages around Nazareth would be the small gathering of homes where the farmers of a local area grouped their homes and supported the city dwellers of Nazareth.  Even though these people didn’t necessarily come to see Jesus in the city, He went to them in the country.  Notice that our Lord was not adverse to go to small groups of families in obscure isolated areas to present the message of the gospel.  It was a great object lesson for His disciples, who would be required to take the message to the world.  No city, town, village or group of people was too large or too small to bring the gospel to.  All were important—every single person.


c.  The fact that Jesus “went around the villages” indicates two important things—He had a plan to cover all the villages and He took His time to make sure He went everywhere He needed to go and stayed as long as necessary in each place.  He wasn’t “speed dating.”


d.  Mark doesn’t tell us about the success or failure of this missionary trip, because the success or failure is not the issue.  The important thing is that the message was taken to where it needed to go.  No one could use the excuse, “I never heard.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Twice there is reference to astonishment on the part of Jesus.  In Mk 6:6 it is caused by the unbelief with which He meets in Nazareth.  If the Evangelist intended a break in his narrative at this point, the statement has the special significance of a conclusion.  In Mt 8:10; Lk 7:9 it is the faith of the Capernaum centurion which provokes His astonishment.”


b.  “Jesus had divine knowledge and accurate insight into the human heart, but he had human limitations in certain things that are not clear to us.  He marveled at the faith of the Roman centurion where one would not expect faith.  Here He marvels at the lack of faith where He had a right to expect it, not merely among the Jews, but in His own home town, among His kinspeople, even in His own home.  One may excuse Mary, the mother of Jesus, from this unbelief, puzzled, as she probably was, by his recent conduct.  There is no proof that she ever lost faith in her wonderful Son. He went round about the villages is a good illustration of the frequent poor verse division. An entirely new paragraph begins with these words, the third tour of Galilee.  They should certainly be placed with verse 7.”


c.  “The fact that our omniscient Lord marveled at the unbelief of His fellow-towns-people, gives us a measure of understanding of His human limitations.  As Deity, He would not marvel at anything.  Yet in His humanity, He expected a different reception at Nazareth than He received.  And He was disappointed.”


d.  “Instead of remaining at Nazareth, Jesus departed and made another circuit of the towns and villages in Galilee.  His heart was broken as He saw the desperate plight of the people (Mt 9:35–38), so He decided to send out His disciples to minister with His authority and power.”


e.  “Even Jesus was amazed at their unbelief, their unwillingness to believe that His wisdom and power were from God.  So far as is known, He never returned to Nazareth.  The people of Nazareth represent Israel’s blindness.  Their refusal to believe in Jesus pictured what the disciples would soon experience (Mk 6:7-13) and what Mark’s readers (then and now) would experience in the advance of the gospel.”


f.  “Jesus marveled that those who had known Him so well should be so distrustful of Him and even opposed to Him.”


g.  “Unbelief tied His hands, yet in Love He healed a few and marveled because of their unbelief.  But did He abandon them?  Oh! the infinite patience and seeking Grace of this perfect Servant!  ‘He went round about the villages teaching,’ if perchance faith might yet respond to His willingness and power to heal.”


h.  “The old saying ‘familiarity breeds contempt’ seems to have been coined for just such an instance as is recorded in Mk 6:1–6.  Jesus is not appreciated for the prophetic figure He is by those who ought by rights to most appreciate Him—His family and hometown folks.  The problem with hometown folks is that they know both too much and too little about a person.  What they know has to do with their memories of what a person was like while growing up and becoming an adult.  Once one has left town and gone elsewhere, they know little about what is or is not true about the person over that period of time.  Therefore they continue to evaluate the person on the basis of old information.  The reaction to Jesus’ preaching assumes that Jesus couldn’t possibly know more than the other locals about the Scriptures, since He received the same sort of synagogue training they did.  He is also judged on the basis of His lineage, indeed, on the basis of His possibly questionable lineage.  In a world where gender, geography, and generation were thought to determine one’s identity, Jesus’ audience is offended that He seems to be claiming He knows more than they do, more than He ought to on the basis of His family and geographical heritage.  Notice that the lack of faith in Jesus affected the degree to which He was able to help them, presumably whether by teaching or by miracles.  While faith in itself does not necessarily produce a miracle, unfaith can impede one from happening, it appears.”


i.  “Where the Lord Jesus might have expected to find the greatest faith in Himself, He found the most persistent unbelief.  And even though He was the omniscient Son of God, He marveled at His unbelieving acquaintances.  He was going from village to village, teaching in every town.  This ministry in Nazareth and in the villages is the first stage of the third Galilean preaching tour.”


j.  “The final statement in this verse is another general statement regarding the activity of Jesus which is like the longer previously mentioned ones (Mk 1:35-39 and Mk 3:7-12), both of which marked the end of a subdivision.  These marks, which are placed in this Gospel by the writer, are indicators of the structure of his book and are far superior to other divisions which commentators have made on the basis of a study of the contents by grouping together narratives that seemed to them to form distinct sections.”
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