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

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the negative OU, meaning “not” with the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb SUNIĒMI, meaning “to have an intelligent grasp of something that challenges one’s thinking or practice, understand, comprehend Mt 13:51; Lk 2:50; 18:34; 24:45; Mt 16:12; 17:13; Acts 7:25a; Eph 5:17; with the preposition EPI, it means: to understand with regard to, gain an insight (into something) (revealed by the context); in connection with the loaves i.e. to understand that in the person and work of Jesus the disciples have all they need to carry out their mission Mk 6:52.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the dative of reference from the masculine plural article and noun ARTOS, meaning “with reference to, in connection with, concerning, on account of the bread.”

“for they did not comprehend concerning the bread,”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was.”


The imperfect tense is an aoristic imperfect, which describes a past state of being without reference to its conclusion as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular possessive use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their,” referring to the disciples, plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun KARDIA, meaning “heart” and referring to the right side of the soul, where Bible doctrine (the word of God) is processed, believed, and comprehended or understood spiritually.  Finally, we have the nominative feminine singular perfect passive participle of the verb PWROW, which means “to be hardened.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  This use of the perfect emphasizes the present state of being.


The passive voice indicates that the disciples received the action of being hardened by their own thinking.  They did this to themselves.


The participle is a complementary participle, which completes the meaning of the periphrastic construction with EIMI.

“but their heart was hardened.”
Mk 6:52 corrected translation
“for they did not comprehend concerning the bread, but their heart was hardened.”
Explanation:
1.  “for they did not comprehend concerning the bread,”

a.  This verse continues the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Then He got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped; and they were utterly astonished within themselves; for they did not comprehend concerning the bread, but their heart was hardened.”


b.  Mark continues by giving us the explanation of why the disciples were utterly astonished within themselves.  They were astonished that Jesus could walk on water and still the wind and waves in a second because they did not comprehend, understand, or recognize the miracle of feeding 5000 men plus women and children with five pieces of flat bread.


c.  Not a single one of the disciples learned anything about the grace and provision of God from the miracle of feeding the 5000.  They recognized the miracle, but not the point of the miracle.  They didn’t comprehend the meaning of the miracle of the bread, which was that in the person and work of Jesus the disciples have all they need to carry out their mission.  Therefore, they didn’t comprehend the meaning of the miracle of the wind and water.  They recognized that Jesus was the Son of God and that He had worked these miracles, but the spiritual significance of God’s love, grace, faithfulness, and protection of them was lost on them.


d.  We cannot say that the disciples did not recognize the deity of Jesus, for Mt 14:33 says, “And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, ‘You are certainly God’s Son!’”  They recognized the deity of Jesus, but did not comprehend that He would always be there for them and they had nothing to worry about or be afraid of.
2.  “but their heart was hardened.”

a.  Instead of their mind being open to spiritual understanding and comprehension, the minds of the disciples were hardened.  They were closed minded to the spiritual lessons being taught.


b.  The ‘heart’ has nothing to do with feelings in the New Testament.  The heart is the place of comprehension, understanding, and processing of spiritual information.  It is the place in the soul where we store, remember and use the spiritual lessons we have been taught.  The heart or right side of the soul is made up of: the frame of reference, the memory center, the area of vocabulary storage, the area of categorical storage of divine information, the conscience, the area of spiritual growth, the wisdom department, and the subconscious.


c.  Hardening of the heart comes from negative volition to the teaching of God.  Jesus was teaching the disciples in these miracles, but the disciples were tired of learning.  They had had enough divine teaching.  They were tired, hungry, exhausted, sleepy, and probably even a little angry about having to go through all of this just to learn some spiritual lesson that could have been explained to them in a few sentences.


d.  The heart can reject Bible teaching, Prov 5:12-14.  The heart negative to Bible doctrine refuses to concentrate.  When you don’t like what you hear, then you’re unteachable and a candidate for reversionism.  “How I have hated instruction of doctrine, and my heart has spurned reproof, and I have not listened to the voice of my teacher nor inclined my ear to the instructor.  I almost came to ruin in the middle of the assembly of the congregation.”  Jer 5:23, “But this people have a stubborn and a rebellious heart.  They have turned aside and departed from Me.”  The disciples were acting like the Jews of the Exodus generation.  They didn’t want to learn anything more at that moment.  They were negative to any further teaching that day.


e.  “Hardening the heart” is found in Jn 12:40, “He has blinded their eyes and He hardened their heart, in order that they would not see with their eyes and perceive with their heart and be turned around and I heal them.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “When considering the miracle of Jesus walking on the water, they did not reason upon the basis of the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand.  They should have reasoned that if our Lord had the supernatural power to feed five thousand people by multiplying five loaves and two fish, He could also exert that supernatural power to quiet the wind, still the sea, and walk on the surface of water.”


b.  “The disciples had failed their test because they lacked spiritual insight and receptive hearts.  The miracle of the loaves and fishes had made no lasting impression on them.  After all, if Jesus could multiply food and feed thousands of people, then surely He could protect them in the storm.  Even a disciple of Jesus Christ can develop a hard heart if he fails to respond to the spiritual lessons that must be learned in the course of life and ministry.  As you review these two miracles, you see that Jesus Christ brings provision and protection.   If we trust Him, we will always have sufficiency and security, no matter what the situation might be.  The important thing is that we trust Him.”


c.  Dr. John Walvoord (and others) says, “Mark alone explained they had not caught on to the meaning of the loaves miracle as a pointer to His true identity.”
  If that is true then why did Matthew, who was there say, “And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, ‘You are certainly God’s Son!’”  If that isn’t catching on to His true identity, then what is?  The probable answer is that Mark describes the disciples’ attitude the moment before Jesus stepped into the boat, while Matthew describes their attitude the moment after the wind and waves stopped.

d.  “Man has to move from understanding the title ‘Son of God’ as a concept to accepting it as a fact which establishes Jesus Christ’s deity for it to be of any spiritual benefit.  When a man faces this fact, he automatically faces a series of claims: if Jesus is God, then He is Creator, and if Creator, then He has the Creator’s sovereign, divine rights over the entire human race, His creation.  It is against this triple right that man hardens his heart, which, at root, is rebellion against his Creator’s right of ownership of His creation, including him, for is not all sin an assertion of independence from God (Jam 4:17)?”


e.  “It would be unwarranted to conclude that Mark means that the disciples did not understand what they were saying when they exclaimed that Jesus was truly the Son of God.  They understood this voluntary confession as truly as the confessions recorded in Jn 6:68-69; Mt 16:16; and elsewhere.  What they lacked was that clarified understanding of the heart which expects Jesus to act as the Son of God in all things and is thus delighted to see Him act thus and is no longer amazed.”


f.  “This is remarkably strong language to use for what appears to be the natural slowness of ordinary people to adjust to the presence of the extraordinary in their midst, particularly in a gospel which has already used just these terms [‘hardness of heart’], and this same OT model, to describe outsiders and opponents of Jesus.  Mark thus prepares us for a changing, and less flattering, perception of the disciples in the rest of the gospel.”
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