John 1:1
Mark 6:45



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the temporal use of the adverb EUTHUS, meaning “immediately.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANAGKAZW, which means “to compel; to strongly urge/invite, urge upon, press; he pressed the disciples to embark Mt 14:22; Mk 6:45.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His disciples.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb EMBAINW, which means “to embark; to step into.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun PLOION, which means “into the boat.”

“And immediately He compelled His disciples to step into the boat”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the present active infinitive from the verb PROAGW, which means “to go before; to lead; to go ahead.”


The present tense is a tendential present, which describes what is proposed but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are to produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article plus the adverb of place PERAN, meaning “to the other side.”
  This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper noun BĒTHSAIDA, meaning “to Bethsaida.”

“and to go ahead to the other side to Bethsaida,”
 is the temporal conjunction HEWS, which means “until, while,” followed by the reflexive use of the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Himself.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb APOLUW, which means “to send away.”


The present tense is a historical present, which views the past action as occurring now for the sake of vividness and liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the past tense.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun OCLOS, meaning “the crowd.”

“while He Himself sent the crowd away.”
Mk 6:45 corrected translation
“And immediately He compelled His disciples to step into the boat and to go ahead to the other side to Bethsaida, while He Himself sent the crowd away.”
Explanation:
1.  “And immediately He compelled His disciples to step into the boat”

a.  Immediately after the people were finished eating and the twelve baskets full of leftovers were collected, the Lord compelled His disciples to step into the boat without Him.    Implied, but not stated, is that Jesus, the disciples, and the crowd had to walk down the hillside to the shore, where the boat was moored or beached.


b.  Why did the Lord want to get the disciples out of the way so quickly?  John provides the answer for us.  Jn 6:14-15, “Therefore when the people saw the miracle which He had performed, they said, ‘This is truly the Prophet who comes into the world.’  So Jesus, perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force in order to make Him king, Himself alone withdrew again to the hill.”  The crowd recognizes that Jesus has performed a spectacular miracle in feeding them.  They clearly associate this miracle with the Prophet predicted by Moses to be the Messiah.  Therefore, the crowd intends to come and take Jesus and carry Him to Jerusalem for the Passover and declare Him the Messiah and the King of Israel.  Therefore, Jesus has to get His disciples out of harm’s way, so that they are not caught up in this potential disaster and arrested or killed.  Thus the necessity for Jesus compelling His disciples to leave.  They didn’t want to leave.  They undoubtedly agreed with the crowd that Jesus should openly declare Himself as the Messiah and usher in His millennial rule.
2.  “and to go ahead to the other side to Bethsaida,”

a.  Jesus then instructs the disciples to go ahead of Him back to the other side of the lake to Bethsaida, which is not Bethsaida-Julias where they were located, but to the other Bethsaida, which was the town on the lake next to Capernaum.


b.  Again John fills in the detail that they were headed to the area of Bethsaida-Capernaum.  Jn 6:16-17, “Now when evening came, His disciples went down to the sea, and after stepping into a boat, they were attempting to come to the other side of the sea to Capernaum.  In fact, it was already dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them.”


c.  When a person was on the western side of where the Jordan River flowed into the lake, then “the other side” of the lake was on the eastern side of where the Jordan River flowed into the lake.  When a person was on the eastern side of where the Jordan River flowed into the lake, then “the other side” of the lake was of the western side of where the Jordan River flowed into the lake.


d.  John tells us in Jn 6:1 that these events began with Jesus going “to the other side of the Sea of Galilee.”  This refers to traveling from Capernaum to the isolated area near Bethsaida-Julias on ‘the other side’ of the lake.  Now Jesus directs the disciples to take the boat and go back to the other side of the lake—the Bethsaida near Capernaum.

3.  “while He Himself sent the crowd away.”

a.  In the meantime, while the disciples are rowing the boat back to Capernaum-Bethsaida, Jesus is dealing with the crowd that wants to take Him by force and make Him king.  He is saying farewell and blessing them on their continued journey to Jerusalem for the Passover.  He is probably telling them that He will meet them there at the Passover, which He intended to do and did.


b.  Since it was not the right time for Him to be declared King, He probably explained to them that He would be made king by the Father at the right time—the Father’s timing, and that they should not try to operate outside the Father’s timing.  This may have quieted the crowd’s anxiety about when the kingdom was going to be initiated.  Jesus wanted the crown as much as the crowd did, but not until the Cross came first, and not until the Father had made His enemies a footstool for His feet.  Everything depended on the Father’s timing and plan.  This is what Jesus needed to impress upon the people at this moment, so they would not force the issue.  The wisdom of Jesus would calm the crowd without dashing their hopes.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This is Bethsaida on the Western side, not Bethsaida-Julias on the Eastern side where they had just been (Lk 9:10).  John 6:41-42 explains this activity of Jesus.  The crowds had become so excited that they were in the mood to start a revolution against the Roman government and proclaim Jesus king.  He had already forced the disciples to leave in a boat to go before Him, in order to get them out of this atmosphere of overwrought excitement with a political twist to the whole conception of the Messianic Kingdom.  They were in grave danger of being swept off their feet and falling heedlessly into the Pharisaic conception and so defeating the whole teaching and training of Jesus with them.  To this point things had come one year before the Crucifixion.  He had done His best to help and bless the crowds and lost His chance to rest.  No one really understood Jesus, not the crowds, not the disciples.  Jesus needed the Father to stay and steady Him.  The devil had come again to tempt him with world dominion in league with the Pharisees, the populace, and the devil in the background.”


b.  “Why did Jesus compel His disciples to leave?  Because the crowd was getting restless, and there was danger they might start a popular uprising to make Jesus King (Jn 6:14–15).  The Twelve were not ready to face this kind of test, because their ideas of the kingdom were still too national and political.  There was a second reason: He wanted to teach them a lesson on faith that would help prepare them for the work that lay ahead of them after He was gone.  The disciples had just completed a very successful mission, healing the sick and preaching the Gospel.  They had shared in the miraculous feeding of 5,000 people.  They were on a ‘spiritual high’ and this in itself was dangerous.  It is good to be on the mountaintop if you don’t get careless and step off a cliff.”
  I disagree that they were on a spiritual ‘high’, because Mk 6:52, “for they did not comprehend concerning the bread, but their heart was hardened.”  It is hard to be on a spiritual high when your heart is hardened.

c.  “Immediately after feeding the 5,000, Jesus made (literally ‘compelled’) His disciples return to their boat and set sail to Bethsaida (‘house of fishing’).  The verb ‘made’ implies an unexplained urgency; but Jn 6:14-15 states that the people recognized Jesus as the promised future Prophet (Mk 6:14-15) and were determined to make Him King, by force if necessary.  Jesus sensed the potential danger of this ‘messianic enthusiasm’ and its effect on the disciples, so He compelled them to embark while He dismissed the crowd.  There is a geographical difficulty about the location of ‘Bethsaida’ (Mk 6:32; Lk 9:10; Jn 12:21). The simplest solution seems to be that Bethsaida-Julias (east of the Jordan) spread across to the western side of the Jordan and was called ‘Bethsaida in Galilee’ (Jn 12:21; 1:44; Mk 1:21, 29), a fishing suburb of Capernaum (Jn 6:17).  The disciples sailed for this town from the northeastern shore of the Sea of Galilee but were blown off course southward, eventually landing at Gennesaret on the western shore (Mk 6:53).”
  The problem with this solution is that Capernaum and Bethsaida-Julias were two miles apart.  Therefore, Bethsaida-Julias on the western side of the Jordan River couldn’t be a suburb of Capernaum, which was two miles away.

d.  “After the feeding of the five thousand in a place Luke connects with ‘a city called Bethsaida’ (Lk 9:10), Jesus sends His disciples by boat to ‘the other side, to Bethsaida’ (Mk 6:45).  Jesus walks on the water to the disciples, who are rowing against a strong wind; and ‘when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret’ (Mk 6:53).  John’s account indicates that the disciples started across the sea to Capernaum.  The following day the crowds, who had been miraculously fed on five barley loaves and two fish, follow by boat and find Jesus ‘on the other side of the sea,’ at Capernaum (Jn 6:16–25).  A normal reading of these verses assumes a Bethsaida West of the Jordan as well as another to the East.  The position is strengthened by several supporting considerations: (1) Philip, Peter, and Andrew are from ‘Bethsaida in Galilee’ (Jn 1:44 with 12:21); (2)  The woes pronounced against Capernaum, Bethsaida, and Chorazin (which is 2 1/2 miles North of Capernaum) would seem to require a Bethsaida near the other two cities (Mt 11:21–23).”


e.  “We again strike an apparent geographical problem: Mk 6:45 says the disciples were going to Bethsaida, but Jn 6:17 says they were going to Capernaum.  Galilean Bethsaida lay a mile and a half west of Capernaum and was in effect a suburb of the large city.”


f.  “Christ compelled His disciples to enter the boat and set sail to Bethsaida.  Evidently the place of the miracle was south of Bethsaida-Julias (Lk 9:10), and Christ directed the disciples to sail to the town and meet Him there.  The reason for this abrupt dispersion of the people, as given by John (6:14, 15), was the danger of a revolutionary attempt to make Jesus king.”
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