John 1:1
Mark 6:32



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb APERCHOMAI, which means “to depart, leave; go away.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples and Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular article and noun PLOION, meaning “in a boat.”

“And they went away in a boat”
 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular adjective ERĒMOS and the noun TOPOS, meaning “to an isolated place.”  Finally, we have the preposition KATA plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular adjective IDIOS, meaning “isolation or separateness, by themselves; by oneself Mk 4:10; Lk 9:18.”

“to an isolated place by themselves.”
Mk 6:32 corrected translation
“And they went away in a boat to an isolated place by themselves.”
Explanation:
1.  “And they went away in a boat”

a.  The Lord has just invited the disciples to join Him for a much needed rest in an isolated place.


b.  The thirteen men departed in a single boat just as they had previously used a similar (or the same boat) to go from Capernaum to the district of the Gerasenes (Mk 5:1), Mk 4:36, “And after leaving the crowd, they took Him along in the boat as He was; and other boats were with Him.”  Mk 5:21, “And after Jesus had crossed over again in the boat to the other side, a large crowd was gathered around Him; and so He was by the lake.”  Apparently this boat was still available for another trip.  It is most likely that the boat belonged to James, John, Peter, and Andrew, who owned a professional fishing business in Capernaum.

2.  “to an isolated place by themselves.”

a.  The question is: ‘Which way did they go?’  It is certain that they didn’t go east back into the district of the Gerasenes, since the people of that area asked Jesus to leave after He destroyed their pig business.  We also know that they didn’t go west to the area of Gennesaret (also called Gennesar), since this area was under the authority of Herod Antipas, whom Jesus was trying to avoid immediately after the death of John the Baptist.


b.  Though Mark doesn’t tell us where Jesus took the disciples, Luke does.  Lk 9:10 says, “When the apostles returned, they gave an account to Him of all that they had done. Taking them with Him, He withdrew by Himself to a city called Bethsaida.”  If this is Bethsaida-Julias, then it is the area just east of where the Jordon River flows into the northern end of the Lake Galilee.  This is also the Tetrarchy of Philip, who was none too happy with Herod Antipas, who had stolen his wife Herodias.  Jesus and the disciples would be safe from the soldiers of Herod in Philip’s territory.  “The place where they sailed, though unnamed by Mark, was near Bethsaida Julias, a city across the Jordan River on the northeast side of the Sea of Galilee (Lk 9:10).”


c.  Jesus and the disciples didn’t go to the city of Bethsaida, but to the hills above and away from the city.  It was an isolated place, but not a desert wilderness.  There were farms and villages in the area as mentioned in Lk 9:12 and Mk 6:36.


d.  After the feeding of the five thousand Jesus sends His disciples away to the city of Bethsaida, which is probably the other ‘Bethsaida’ which is west of the Jordan River and near Capernaum.   Mk 6:45, “Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side to Bethsaida, while He Himself was sending the crowd away.”  The phrase ‘the other side’ refers to the other side of the Jordan River; that is, from Bethsaida Julias on the east side of the Jordan River in Philip’s territory back to the west side of the Jordan River to the city of Bethsaida on the west side of the Jordan River in Antipas’s territory.  “John adds the detail that it was ‘on the other side (the eastern side) of the Sea of Galilee.’  This is not contradictory as there were two Bethsaidas, one in Galilee near Capernaum, and the other in Philip’s Tetrarchy, Decapolis (like Dallas, NC, and Dallas, GA).  The distance between the two is about six miles, an easy walk, and as the shoreline is relatively straight between these two points, the apostles’ boat would have been in view at all times, thus explaining how the crowd followed them and was waiting when the boat was beached.  Jn 6:24, 59 confirm that Mk 6:45 indicates the Bethsaida outside Capernaum.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Mark does not tell us where this particular ‘isolated place’ was, but Luke locates the incident at Bethsaida (or rather presumably in its neighborhood, since he, too, calls it an ‘isolated place’.  Bethsaida Julias was on the northeast side of the lake, the other side of the Jordan inflow from Capernaum and the territory of Antipas.  This location would suit Mark’s narrative at this point, and the return by boat to Gennesaret (verse 53), back on the west shore, would be a natural sequel.  The problem is that in verse 45, immediately after the feeding miracle, Mark has Jesus sending the disciples off by boat towards Bethsaida, a journey which apparently finishes at Gennesaret, some two or three miles southwest of Capernaum.  Mark’s geography cannot easily be harmonized with Luke’s.  A solution has been found by postulating a second settlement called Bethsaida on the west side of the Jordan inflow, which it is suggested would better suit the description of the Bethsaida of Jn 1:44; 12:21 as ‘Bethsaida of Galilee’ and the linking of Bethsaida with Chorazin and Capernaum in Mt 11:20-24, whereas the better-known Bethsaida Julias, on the east of the river, was in Philip’s tetrarchy (and, as an essentially pagan city, is less likely to be the hometown of three of Jesus’ Jewish disciples).  To have two settlements of the same name on either side of the river, distinguished by different titles, Julias and some other, would be possible (especially since Bethsaida means simply ‘fishing village’), but there is no evidence for a second Bethsaida other than by inference from the above gospel texts.  It would also be strange to find Mark and Luke referring to different Bethsaidas each without any indication that there was another town of the same name, especially as on this view the disciples’ crossing proposed in Mk 6:45 would be from one Bethsaida to the other.  An alternative and probably better solution [I don’t agree that this is a better solution] is to discount Luke’s placing of the incident and to assume that Mark has in view a place on the northwestern shore not too far from Capernaum and on the same side of the Jordan inflow (which would make the pursuit by the crowd on foot in verse 33 easier to imagine), with Jesus’ disciples then sent in verse 45 eastwards towards Bethsaida on the other side of the Jordan inflow, but beaten back by a northeast wind and hence finishing up in the opposite direction at Gennesaret.”


b.  “The point of departure was probably Capernaum, as it was on the lake, and it would be the most likely place for a rendezvous after their journey [missionary activities].  Luke says that they went to Bethsaida, meaning the city on the east side of the lake.”
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