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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.  This can also be considered an aoristic imperfect, which describes a past state of being.


The active voice indicates that the situation produced the state of being what it was.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there.”  This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the locative of place from the neuter singular article and noun OROS, meaning “at, near, by or on the hill/mountain.”

“Now there was there on the hill”
 is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun AGELĒ, meaning “a herd.”
  With this we have the genitive of identity from the masculine plural noun CHOIROS, meaning “of pigs, swine.”
  Also with this we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective MEGAS, meaning “a large, great.”  Finally, we have the nominative feminine singular present passive participle of the verb BOSKW, which means “to graze; to be fed.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that moment.


The passive voice indicates that the large herd received the action of being fed.


The participle is circumstantial.

“a large herd of pigs being fed.”
Mk 5:11 corrected translation
“Now there was there on the hill a large herd of pigs being fed.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now there was there on the hill a large herd of pigs”

a.  Mark continues the story of the Lord’s interaction with the demons by inserting new characters into the drama.  The new characters are a herd of pigs or swine.  Mark calls them here a large herd, which he defines shortly as about two thousand (verse 13).


b.  These pigs were assembled on a hill next to the lake with a steep slope going down from the top of the hill to the water level.  (The Greek word OROS is used for both a hill and a mountain; and since the pigs rush down a steep bank into the lake rather than falling off a mountain cliff into the water, this is more likely a hill next to the water rather than a mountain.  In addition the elevation above the level of the lake at this point does not qualify to be called a ‘mountain’.)  “OROS is the predominant term, used for both ‘hill’ and ‘mountain’.  Twice the RSV translates it ‘hillside’ (Mk 5:11, NEB ‘hill’).”

2.  “being fed.”

a.  The pigs were being fed by herdsmen, who had been hired by the owners of the pigs to gather them together in a safe place and take care of them.  It was late in the evening and they were feeding them dinner.


b.  Pigs were not domesticated animals kept by Jews, since they were forbidden to eat pork.  Therefore, either the pigs belonged to Gentiles who lived in the district or this was an illegal pig farm being run by Jews across the border from Galilee.



(1)  “If these men were Jews, then they had no right to be raising and selling unclean pigs anyway. However, this was Gentile territory, so the owners were probably Gentiles.”



(2)  “The Jews considered pigs ‘unclean’ animals (Lev 11:7).  But the farmers on the east side of the Sea of Galilee with its predominantly Gentile population raised pigs for the meat markets in the Decapolis, the 10 cities of that region.”


c.  The pigs were considered to be ‘unclean’ animals according to the Mosaic Law, and therefore, would provide perfect hosts for the unclean spirits.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It is hasty to assume that the country was altogether Gentile, and that the owners of the hogs were pagan.  The eastern shore of the lake was in the tetrarchy of Philip and was a part of the Jewish land.  Jesus was thus on Jewish territory when He was in the land of the Gerasenes.  All the evidence is to the effect that the owners of these hogs, like the two demoniacs, were Jews.”


b.  “The presence of these unclean animals, so abhorrent to the Jews, indicates, what we know from other sources, that the region was inhabited by a mixed population, in which Gentiles predominated.”
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