John 1:1
Mark 4:20


 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective EKEINOS, meaning “those.”  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that those believers produce the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural articular aorist passive participle of the verb SPEIRW, which means “to be sown.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the ones who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is now going on or has just happened.


The passive voice indicates that these other seeds receive the action of being sown.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ plus the article and adjective KALOS, meaning “on the good soil.”

“And those are the ones who were sown on the good soil;”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “who” plus the third person plural present active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: they keep on hearing.”

The present tense is a durative present, which describes what is now occurring and keeps on occurring.

The active voice indicates that these believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the word.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb PARADECHOMAI, meaning “to accept: keep on accepting.”


The present tense is a durative present, describing what is now going on and keeps on happening.

The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (these believers) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

There is no object “[it]” in the Greek, but is implied by the context and necessary for proper English grammar.

“and they keep on hearing the word and keep on accepting [it],”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural present active indicative from the verb KARPOPHOREW, which means “to bear fruit.”

The present tense is a customary present, which describes what normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that these believers produce the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one,” which is repeated three times with two connecting conjunctions (KAI, meaning “and”).  With each cardinal adjective we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural cardinal adjectives TRIAKONTA, meaning “thirtyfold”; HEXĒKONTA, meaning “sixtyfold” and HEKATON, meaning “one-hundredfold.”

“and one bear fruit thirtyfold, and one sixtyfold, and one a hundredfold.’”
Mk 4:20 corrected translation
“And those are the ones who were sown on the good soil; and they keep on hearing the word and keep on accepting [it], and one bear fruit thirtyfold, and one sixtyfold, and one a hundredfold.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And those are the ones who were sown on the good soil;”

a.  The Lord concludes His parable with a fourth group of people to whom the word of God (the gospel) is presented.  They are the group of people called ‘the good soil’.  They are not good because of anything inherent within them; they are not inherently good.  (No one is good, but God alone.)  They are good because they hear the word and accept it.  Had they not accepted the message of God, they would be like the group of people represented by the hardened path.

b.  The seed is the message of the gospel.  The good soil is analogous to those with positive volition to the message of the gospel.
2.  “and they keep on hearing the word and keep on accepting [it],”

a.  The Lord then explains why this soil is good soil or why these people are ‘good’.  They are good because they do two things: they hear the word of God—the message of the gospel; and they accept the message of the gospel.  Then they keep on hearing the teaching of God and keep on accepting the teaching of the word of God.

b.  They are positive at gospel hearing and positive to Bible teaching for the rest of their spiritual life; they believe the message that Jesus is the Son of God, their Savior, their Messiah, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and they believe the teaching of the word of God after salvation.  They believe the promise of God the Father that anyone who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ will have eternal life, and they believe what God teaches them through others throughout their spiritual life.

c.  The moment this type of person accepts the message of the gospel as true, God imputes His very own righteousness to them, which is why they can now be called ‘good’.  They are ‘good’ because God has made them good through the imputation of His very own righteousness to them.  Their acceptance of the word of God as truth is credited to them as righteousness.  Rom 4:3, “For what does the Scripture say?  ‘Now Abraham had believed in the God [Jesus Christ], and it was credited to him as righteousness.’”
3.  “and one bear fruit thirtyfold, and one sixtyfold, and one a hundredfold.’”

a.  The result of hearing and believing the message of the gospel and continuing to hear and believe the teachings of God results in a spiritual life that produces fruit.  The bearing of fruit is analogous to the production of divine good in the life of a believer, Col 1:6, 10; Rom 7:4.

b.  The Lord also tells us here that believers produce divine good in their spiritual lives in various degrees.  One seed produces thirty times itself; another seed sixty times itself; and another seed one hundred times itself.  Paul taught the same concept with his analogy of gold, silver and precious stones (1 Cor 3).  This same concept is also taught by the different kinds of crowns that are rewarded to believers: the crown of life (Jam 1:12), the crown of righteousness (2 Tim 4:8), and the crown of glory (1 Pet 5:4).

c.  “Mark gives the order from thirty, sixty, to a hundred, while Mt 13:23 has it reversed.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The good ground hearers are such as not only hear the Word but also receive it in faith in their hearts; and these bring forth fruit unto God, thus manifesting the reality of their confession.  It is true that all do not produce to the same degree; but all bear fruit to some extent: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.”


b.  “The fruitful “seeds” presumably spread the word and multiply disciples (as well-trained disciples of rabbis were supposed to do when they became teachers in their own right; part of the goal was to increase obedience to the law).”


c.  “Some hearers (good ground) will respond to the Word and accept the challenge of the work with varying degrees of success.  The profitable yields demonstrate that there will be an expanding Church during the Church Age (Mt 13:23).  This parable reveals that a Church Age would follow Jesus’ earthly ministry [no it doesn’t; the Church was a mystery, which was not revealed by any parable], and that the Church is the earthly manifestation of the Kingdom of God [no it isn’t; the millennial reign of Christ is the earthly manifestation of the Kingdom of God; not the Church].  The Church’s function is to spread the Word of God, but spreading this Word will meet with four different responses.  The first two responses our Lord described are those of the unregenerate: some will resist the gospel, preferring their sinful ways; on the other hand, some will find the gospel message appealing and will respond to it intellectually but not spiritually.  The last two responses sketched by our Lord are those of the regenerate: some will respond to the message of salvation but will nevertheless choose to continue their temporal, not spiritual, pursuits.  Others, however, will involve themselves in the spiritual work of the Church and be fruitful for their Lord.”


d.  “A commentary on the meaning of receive [accept] is supplied by Mt 13:23 and Lk 8:15.  These are people who hear, who understand, who are sincere, and who appropriate the message of the Gospel permanently.”


e.  “The three other groups soon ceased to hear the Word, but not so this last group.  The hearing goes on throughout life.  These constant hearers ‘go on receiving’ the Word.  The result is that these hearers ‘bring fruit’, go on bringing it throughout their future lives.  The question regarding the difference in yield so that the good heart makes one seed of the Word bear thirty, another sixty, another a hundred, is part of the greater question as to why the Word fares so differently in different hearers.  In some it does not get beyond the surface, in others it gets only just beneath the surface, in still others its top is smothered, and only in a fourth class does it flourish, some of it producing an increase of thirty, some of it sixty, some of it a hundred.  What the parable and its exposition describe is the final fate of the Word in the hearts of men.  When life is done, some show a harvest; all the rest show no harvest at all.  Some never let the Word in, some never let it root, some never let it grow up.  This final fate of the Word is shown us now so that we may examine ourselves as to how we are treating the Word now, before life is done.”
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