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
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”
The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past, incomplete action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun, meaning “to them,” referring to the disciples.

“And He was saying to them,”
 is the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you,” referring to the disciples (and by extension to all Church Age believers).  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun MUSTĒRION, meaning “the mystery.”  This is followed by the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action of the verb.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English helping verb “has.”


The passive voice indicates that believers in Christ have received the action of being given the mystery.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “regarding, with reference to, with respect to, or about the kingdom of God.”
“‘To you the mystery regarding the kingdom of God has been given.”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS plus the article and adverb EXW, which means “to those outside.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural noun PARABOLĒ, meaning “in parables.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter plural article and adjective PAS, meaning literally “the all things,” which can be translated “everything.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to be; to become; to receive Mk 4:11.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is now going on.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (those outside) producing the action of receiving.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

The Greek phrase is very idiomatic and requires the English subject “[they]” to smooth out (correct) the English grammar.

“But to those outside [they] receive everything in parables,”
Mk 4:11 corrected translation
“And He was saying to them, ‘To you the mystery regarding the kingdom of God has been given.  But to those outside [they] receive everything in parables,”
Explanation:
1.  “And He was saying to them,”

a.  After Jesus was finished teaching the crowd from the boat in the lake of Galilee, and He was alone with the Twelve and His other disciples, and the disciples had asked Him to explain the meaning of the parables and why He was teaching in parables, the Lord answers their questions.

b.  Remember that Jesus is speaking to ‘those around Him along with the twelve’, which could be as many as eighty-two people plus whatever women were also listening in the background.
2.  “‘To you the mystery regarding the kingdom of God has been given.”

a.  The indirect object “to you” refers to ‘those around Him along with the twelve’.  The mystery regarding the kingdom of God was not given to just the apostles.  It has been given to everyone who believes in Jesus during His first advent and beyond.  The mystery regarding the kingdom of God has been given to the entire Church in the New Testament Scriptures.  “These ‘secrets’ are those of the divine economy [those of the spiritual kingdom], of the making up of a new people, of the forgiveness of sins, of the sharing in the very life of God. These divine intentions can only be known through revelation.”


b.  The subject of this statement is “the mystery of/about/regarding/with reference to the kingdom of God.”  The question is: what is the mystery?  The mystery is explained in various passages of Scripture in the New Testament:


(1)  The mystery is the message of the gospel—that “God unconditionally loved the world so much, with the result that He gave His uniquely-born Son, in order that everyone who believes in Him might not perish, but might have eternal life,” Jn 3:16.  This message is not a mystery to those who believe in Christ, but it is definitely a mystery to the unbelievers of this world, 1 Cor 2:7-8, “But we keep on communicating God’s wisdom as a mystery, the hidden [wisdom], which God decided upon before the dispensations for our glory, which [wisdom] none of the rulers of this age have understood, for if they had understood, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”


(2)  Rom 16:25, “Now to Him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and proclamation about Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which has been concealed during the eternal ages,”  The prepositional phrase “according to my gospel and proclamation about Jesus Christ” is the message of the gospel and is equivalent to the prepositional phrase “according to the revelation of the mystery.”  The proclamation about Jesus Christ is the revelation of the mystery.



(3)  A significant aspect of the message of the gospel is the uniting of Jew and Gentile in Christ as a new spiritual species.




(a)  Eph 1:9-10, “having revealed to us the mystery of His will according to His good intention, which He planned in Him for the purpose of the administration [orderly plan and arrangement of events] of the fullness of times, to unite under one head everyone in Christ, those in heaven and those on earth in Him;”



(b)  Eph 3:3-6, “that as a result of revelation, this mystery was made known to me, just as I have written to you briefly, with reference to which, as a result of the public reading, you ought to be able to understand my insight concerning the mystery about Christ, which [mystery] in other generations was not made known to the sons of mankind, with the result that it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the agency of the Spirit, that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the same body and fellow-sharers of the promise in Christ Jesus by means of the gospel.”



(c)  Eph 5:32, “This mystery [that we are members of His body] is of great importance.  Now I am speaking with reference to Christ and the Church.”


(4)  Eph 6:19, “and for me, that the message may be given to me when I open my mouth, so that I might make known with confidence the gospel’s mystery,”


(5)  Another significant part of the gospel message is the mystery about our union with Christ, Col 1:26-27, “the mystery which has been hidden from eternity past and from the generations—but now is being revealed for the benefit of His saints, to whom God desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”



(6)  Col 4:3-4, “praying at the same time also concerning us that God may open for us a door of doctrine to proclaim the mystery of Christ because of which [mystery] also I have become a prisoner, in order that I might reveal it [the mystery of Christ] as I ought to communicate.”  Paul is asking the Colossians to pray that God may open a door of opportunity for him to proclaim the gospel while still a prisoner of Rome.

c.  The fact that God the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world, and that Jesus Christ is the Father’s Son incarnate, who is the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, in order that whosoever believes in Him may have eternal life is a mystery.  The fact that everyone who believes in Him enters into the spiritual kingdom of God is a mystery hidden from past ages.  The mystery of the kingdom of God is the secret God the Father kept about the kingdom that His Son would have, which kingdom is not ‘of this world’; that is, it does not belong to this world.  It is a spiritual kingdom.  Being in union with Christ as a new spiritual species is being in the spiritual kingdom of God, and this kingdom was a mystery, hidden from the elect angels, Satan and the fallen angels, and even the prophets of Israel.


d.  But now this mystery has been given to those who have believed in Christ.  They are entering into the spiritual kingdom already.  The full understanding of this mystery would not be revealed until God the Holy Spirit comes as a helper, and the apostle Paul would be the person who would explain this mystery to the Church.  The mystery had been given and would gradually be revealed to those who believed in Christ, because they were not yet able to handle the full revelation of the mystery.  It was so shocking that Jews and Gentiles would be one in Christ that this concept had to be gradually revealed during the beginning of the Church Age.
3.  “But to those outside [they] receive everything in parables,”

a.  The subject “those outside” refers to those who never enter the spiritual kingdom of God; that is, unbelievers.  (1 Cor 5:12-13a, “What difference does it make to me to judge those outside [the church]?  Do you not judge those inside [the Church]?  But God will judge those outside.”)  They are outside the kingdom of God, because they refuse to believe that Jesus is the Son of God, the King of Israel, the Messiah, the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  They are outside because they refuse to accept the love of God and believe in Christ.  They are outside because they want nothing to do with God’s spiritual kingdom or God’s spiritual King.  They hate Him.

b.  Therefore, those who have hardened their heart against the Lord Jesus being their Savior and have scar tissue of the soul from rejection of the offer of salvation hear everything in parables, which they cannot and will not apply correctly to themselves.

c.  These unbelievers with locked-in negative volition to the message of the gospel have rejected the revelation of the mystery, and therefore, the justice of God gives them only teaching that they do not understand.  They get parables they don’t understand, because they have rejected the offer of salvation through faith in Jesus as their Messiah, which they do understand.


d.  Paul explained the problem of ‘those outside’ in:



(1)  1 Cor 2:14, “But the soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and so he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually examined.”


(2)  And Rom 1:21, “Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor [Him] as God, nor did they feel obligated to give thanks.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.”



(3)  And Rom 2:4-5, “Or do you treat with contempt the riches of His kindness and clemency and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness leads you to a change of mind?  But because of your hardness and unrepentant heart, you keep on storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath; that is, [the day] of the revelation of the righteous judgment from God.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Mark’s presentation covers…the permanent possession of the mystery even before they understand it.  The secret is no longer hidden from the initiated.  Discipleship means initiation into the secret of God’s kingdom and it will come gradually to these men.  Those outside our circle [are] the uninitiated, the hostile group like the scribes and Pharisees, who were charging Jesus with being in league with Beelzebub.  Without the key the parables are hard to understand, for parables veil the truth of the kingdom being stated in terms of another realm.  Without a spiritual truth and insight they are unintelligible and often perverted.  The parables are thus a condemnation on the willfully blind and hostile, while a guide and blessing to the enlightened.  What is certain is that the use of parables on this occasion was a penalty for judicial blindness on those who will not see.”


b.  “The word ‘mystery’ as used in Scripture means the secret counsels of God which are hidden from the ungodly, but when revealed to the godly, are understood by them.”


c.  “Those of us who are born again are the ‘spiritual insiders’ because we belong to God’s family and share His life.”


d.  “The word ‘parables’ here has the special sense of ‘enigmatic speech’.  The crowd did not really understand Jesus.  God enabled the disciples to see in Him the ‘secret’ about the kingdom.  This refers to the disclosure of God’s present kingdom plan which was previously hidden to the prophets, but now was revealed to people of His choice (Rom 16:25-26).  The basic ‘secret,’ common to all the kingdom parables, is that in Jesus, God’s rule (kingdom) has come into human experience in a new spiritual form.  The disciples had believed in Jesus.  God had already given them this ‘secret,’ though so far they understood little of its full impact.  On the other hand those blinded by unbelief saw in Jesus nothing but a threat to their existence.  They rejected Him and did not come to know the ‘secret’ of God’s kingdom.  Jesus’ parables served to conceal its truths from them.  They were like the Israelites in Isaiah’s day (Isa 6:9-10).  Isaiah said that this spiritual blindness and deafness that comes to people is God’s judgment.  They would see or hear the imagery of a parable but they would not understand its spiritual meaning.   Jesus’ audiences were not denied the opportunity to believe in Him.  But after they persistently closed their minds to His message, they were excluded from further understanding of it by His use of parables.”


e.  “Mark makes it clear that the death of Jesus was not a tragic accident but part of God’s plan from the start, and that Jesus not only knew this but also told His disciples of it.  Mark shows the disciples as being blind to this until after Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Mark does not explain in detail, except for one or two places, why Jesus had to die.  He is, however, clear that the cross was God’s age-old plan of salvation.  That God’s way for the establishment of his rule on earth should involve the death of the Messiah, His chosen one, was a hidden and mysterious plan, and none but Jesus saw it at first.  That seems to be the meaning of the phrase ‘the mystery of the kingdom of God’ in Mk 4:11.  Even people who admired Jesus as a miracle-worker or even saw him as a prophet could not see this. That God should choose to bring in His kingdom through the shameful death of His chosen servant was a great stumbling-block to many, both Jews and Gentiles, who listened to the preaching of the early church.  Today it is still a problem for some.  For example, Muslims find it a great stumbling-block that God should have allowed such a good man, and indeed such a prophet, to die such a terrible death.”


f.  “Jesus tells his disciples, both the Twelve and the others, that to them the mystery ‘has been given’ and implies that it has not been given ‘to those outside,’ the unbelieving Pharisees and the multitudes.  Due to something in the past the disciples have this mystery, the others have it not.  ‘Has been given’ implies divine grace; the agent in this passive form is God.  The perfect tense points to an act of giving in the past which has resulted in the present possession of the gift.  What occurred in the past that caused the present difference between the disciples and those outside?  All the Scriptures answer: no unwillingness on the part of God to bestow the gift but only the unwillingness of so many to receive God’s grace and gift.  Persistently declining the grace and gift whenever it came to them, these people are now without it.  Thus all the realities of the kingdom are still a mystery to them.  They nullified every effort of God and of Christ to bestow the heavenly gift upon them; this nullifying is the work of persistent unbelief.  The only thing that it left to Jesus is to speak ‘in parables’ to those outside, who are still unbelieving after all His efforts.  The believers will understand these parables because they possess the key to them by knowing the mystery of grace; the rest will not understand them because they lack that key.”


g.  “The mention of a ‘mystery’ immediately sets the tone for Jesus’ response, but can easily mislead English readers who naturally think of a ‘mystery’ as something which is inherently hard to understand, and which can be unraveled only by unusual cleverness - if it is not totally incomprehensible.  But the true sense of ‘mystery’ is better captured by the English word ‘secret’, which denotes not incomprehensibility but hiddenness.  A secret is that which is not divulged - but once known it need not be hard to grasp.  It is privileged information rather than a puzzle.  ‘Mystery’ occurs often in Paul's writings with a related sense of privileged knowledge, the difference from the mystery religions being that Christians were very keen to share the secret into which they had themselves been initiated through the preaching of the 

‘good news’.  Paul’s point in using the word is that no human insight had devised or discovered the ‘good news’, it was the result of divine revelation.  But now that the secret is revealed it is to be shared with others.  The intention of the sower is to produce a crop, but whether or not this is achieved depends not on a change in his intention, but on the condition of the soil into which the seed falls.  The same seed produces contrasting results.  So it is with parables.  The same parable produces enlightenment in one and no response in another; the result is appropriate to the condition of the hearer.  The focus throughout is not on the aim of the teacher so much as on the receptivity of the hearers.  And the appropriateness of the parabolic method to this situation is that the parable is by its very nature adapted to elicit the appropriate and contrasting responses from the different kinds of hearers.  Its challenge to think through the significance of the image, and to respond appropriately to its demand, will inevitably show up the division which already exists between those who are open to new insight and those who are resistant to change.  Thus the same parable which to some brings an understanding of the secret of God’s kingship will leave others cold. They are the ones who remain outside, and for them there is nothing but parable.”
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