John 1:1
Mark 3:35


 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  GAR is not found in Codex B and a few other manuscripts (which is why the Nestle-Aland Greek text has it in brackets).  However, it is found in Codex Aleph, A, C, D and many other manuscripts and is definitely a part of the original.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS plus the indefinite particle AN, meaning “whoever.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: does.”

The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the potential future action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that ‘whoever’ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which emphasizes the possibility of the action taking place.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun THELĒMA, meaning “the will” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”

“For whoever does the will of God,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “he” (literally “that one”).  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun ADELPHOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My brother.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ADELPHĒ, meaning “sister” plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun MĒTĒR, meaning “mother.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that “he” (‘that one’) produces the state of being the Lord’s brother, sister, and mother.

The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

“he is My brother and sister and mother.’”
Mk 3:35 corrected translation
“For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother.’”
Explanation:
1.  “For whoever does the will of God,”

a.  Jesus concludes this very short teaching with a simple explanation of who is ultimately related to Him (and by extension to God the Father and God the Holy Spirit).  The subject “whoever” indicates that relationship with God is open to everyone.  There is no partiality with God.  This whoever is the same ‘whoever’ found in every statement of the gospel message:


(1)  Jn 1:12, “But as many as received Him, He gave to them the authority to become the children of God, to those who believe in His person,”


(2)  Jn 3:16, “For God unconditionally loved the world so much, with the result that He gave His uniquely-born Son, in order that everyone who believes in Him might not perish, but might have eternal life.”



(3)  Jn 4:14, “but whoever drinks from the water which I will give to him will absolutely not thirst forever.”


b.  The person who does the will of God has an eternal relationship with God.  This then begs the question: what is the will of God that I must do?  It is the same question asked by the Philippian jailer to Paul and Silas in Acts 16:30, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” or the rich young man of Mt 19:16, “Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal life?”  There is but one answer: believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.

c.  Don’t we have to do everything God wants after we believe in Christ in order to be saved?  No, we continue to have a sin nature after salvation and continue to commit sins, which God is faithful and just to forgive as long as we acknowledge those sins to Him.  God knows all about all our failures both before and after we believe in Christ.  He saves us because we have believed in His Son, not because we don’t sin as much after salvation.


d.  Don’t we have to keep on believing in Christ, in order to keep our salvation?  No, God does a bunch of things for us the moment we are saved, and those things cannot be undone by God.  Once He imputes His very own righteousness to us, how can He take it back?  He can’t.  Once He indwells us, how can He exorcise Himself from us?  He can’t.  Once He gives us eternal life, how can He take it back?  He can’t.  God can’t undo sanctifying us, justifying us, indwelling us, being propitious toward us, or anything.  He cannot undo entering us into union with Christ.  Once we are saved, we are saved forever.  And there is nothing we can do to undo all the things God does for us at the moment of salvation.  Our salvation is guaranteed by God the Holy Spirit (the sealing of the Spirit) at the moment we believe in Christ.  God the Father and God the Son cannot undo the sealing of the Holy Spirit.  That is our eternal security regardless of anything we say or do.

e.  There is only one requirement of the will of God for eternal salvation and God’s will is that we believe in His Son.



(1)  Jn 1:12, “But as many as received Him, He gave to them the authority to become the children of God, to those who believe in His person,”


(2)  Jn 6:29, “Jesus answered and said to them, ‘This is the work of God, that you might believe in the One whom He has sent.’”


(3)  Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him might keep on having eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.’”


(4)  Jn 17:20, “Now I am not asking on behalf of these alone, but also on behalf of those who believe in Me through their message.”


f.  Therefore, the phrase “whoever does the will of God” is the spiritual equivalent of saying “whoever believes in Me.”
2.  “he is My brother and sister and mother.’”

a.  Anyone who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ is the Lord’s brother or sister or mother.  Notice that none of us can ever be the Lord’s father.  Someone already has that title: God the Father.

b.  The words “brother and sister and mother” do not refer literally to blood or genetic relatives, but to the closest of intimate relationships—members of God’s family.  This is why our Lord used the phrase that we might become “the children of God” (see Jn 1:12 cited above).  When we believe in Christ, we are placed positionally into union with Him, which means that we share His sonship.  We are sons of God as He is the Son of God.


(1)  Rom 8:14, “For as many as are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.”



(2)  2 Cor 6:18, “‘And I will be a father to you, and you will be sons and daughters to Me,’ says the Lord, the Omnipotent One.”



(3)  Gal 3:26, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”



(4)  Gal 4:6-7, “And so because you are sons, God [the Father] has sent forth the Spirit from His Son into our hearts, shouting, ‘Father, My Father.’  Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son.  And if [you are] a son, [you are] also an heir through God.”



(5)  Phil 2:14-15, “Keep on doing all things without complaints and arguments, in order that you might become blameless and innocent, faultless sons of God in the middle of an unscrupulous and perverted generation, among whom you keep shining as stars in the world.”



(6)  Heb 12:7, “You endure for the purpose of training; God deals with you as with sons; for what son [is there] whom a father does not discipline?”

c.  Family relationships are the closest relationships we have in life.  But they are not as close or important as our relationship with God.  This was the same meaning in other similar statements by our Lord.


(1)  Lk 14:26, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.”



(2)  Mt 8:21-22, “Another of the disciples said to Him, ‘Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.’  But Jesus said to him, ‘Follow Me, and allow the dead to bury their own dead.’”


(3)  Mt 22:36-40, “‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’  And He said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and foremost commandment.  The second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Our Lord was not suggesting that believers ignore or abandon their families in order to serve God, but only that they put God’s will above everything else in life.  Our love for God should be so great that our love for family would seem like hatred in comparison (Lk 14:26).  Certainly it is God’s will that we care for our families and provide for them (1 Tim 5:8), but we must not permit even our dearest loved ones to influence us away from the will of God.  When you consider the importance of the family in the Jewish society, you can imagine how radical Christ’s words must have sounded to those who heard them.  How does one enter into the family of God?  By means of a new birth, a spiritual birth from above (Jn 3:1–7; 1 Pet 1:22–25).  When the sinner trusts Jesus Christ as Savior, he experiences this new birth and enters into God’s family.  He shares God’s divine nature (2 Pet 1:3–4) and can call God ‘Father’ (Rom 8:15–16).  This spiritual birth is not something that we accomplish for ourselves, nor can others do it for us (Jn 1:11–13).  It is God’s work of grace; all we can do is believe and receive (Eph 2:8–9).”


b.  “Jesus broadened the reference beyond those present by stating that whoever does God’s will is a member of His family. The words brother and sister and mother, all occurring without an article in Greek (thus qualitative), figuratively denote Jesus’ spiritual family.  Doing God’s will characterizes those who are Jesus’ spiritual kinfolk.”


c.  “Jesus demanded complete devotion to God, putting it far ahead of devotion to self and even to family (Mk 3:31–35; Mt 10:35–37).”


d.  “Thus Jesus emphasized the great truth which He had told Nicodemus: ‘That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit’ (Jn 3:6).  It is the new birth, manifested by obedience to the Word, which brings one into everlasting relationship to our Lord Jesus Christ.”


e.  “Jesus pointed to a loyalty and a commandment far more basic, a claim of God that went far deeper than the claims of any earthly family.  The priorities of God’s kingdom are different, and this is bound to be a stumbling-block in the eyes of this world.  Jesus said that whoever does God’s will (note the usual contrast between merely ‘hearing’ and actually ‘doing’) is closer to Him than any of his blood-relatives.  This word will bring great comfort to some of us who were rejected by home and family when we became Christians, but who found in this ‘family of Christ’ love and support.  This does not mean that Jesus ceased to love and care for his mother, or that Christians have no responsibility for their own family members who do not turn to Christ.  It is only that Jesus must always come first, no matter how much pain that may cause to us or others.  However, this is totally different from the teaching of the various cults who insist on total physical separation from family members who do not join the sect.  Some extreme Christian groups also hold this wrong view.”
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