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
 is the asseverative particle AMĒN, meaning ‘truly’, always used with LEGW, beginning a solemn declaration but used only by Jesus, meaning: I assure you that, I solemnly tell you Mt 5:18, 26; 6:2, 5, 16; 8:10 and many other passages.”
  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say, tell, assure: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is happening right now.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to all the disciples or more likely the scribes, since Jesus typically spoke to them in parables.

“Truly I say to you,”
 is the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and introducing indirect discourse.  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “all things.”  This is followed by the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb APHIĒMI, meaning “to be forgiven.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.

The passive voice indicates that all sins will receive the action of being forgiven.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of direct object from the masculine plural article and noun HIOS, meaning “the sons” plus the possessive genitive (belonging to) or genitive of identity from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of men.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun HAMARTĒMA, meaning “sins.”
“all sins will be forgiven the sons of men,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun BLASPHĒMIA, meaning “blasphemies.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural quantitative adjective HOSOS plus the conditional particle EAN (used like the indefinite particle AN), meaning “as many as; all that; or whatever.”
  Finally, we have the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb BLASPHĒMEW, which means “to blaspheme.”

The aorist tense is a constative or futuristic aorist, regarding the potential future action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the blasphemies produce the action of blaspheming God.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which indicates what may or may not occur in the future.

“and whatever blasphemies they blaspheme;”
Mk 3:28 corrected translation
“Truly I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they blaspheme;”
Explanation:
1.  “Truly I say to you,”

a.  Jesus continues His rebuttal of the declaration of the scribes that He casts out demons by the power of Satan with a dogmatic, declaration of absolute truth.  This saying is not found anywhere in the Old Testament or all of Jewish literature prior to its use by Jesus.  And none of the New Testament writers use it independent of the saying of Jesus.  In other words, this saying is used exclusively by our Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  This declaration by Jesus was used many times (sixty-one times are recorded in the gospels) by Him during His ministry, but especially when He wanted to give a serious warning to someone because of the consequences of their wrong decision or action.  In this case the consequence is the second death; that is, everlasting life in the lake of fire.


c.  What the Lord is about to declare is an absolute, dogmatic, unchanging truth that has the most serious consequences any man could face.  Jesus is warning the scribes in no uncertain terms that what they assert about Him is going to land them in the lake of fire forever.

2.  “all sins will be forgiven the sons of men,”

a.  Jesus begins His declaration with the greatest news any man could ever hear—all the sins of the human race (the sons of men) will be forgiven.  This is an astounding statement and a summary of the purpose of God in human history.  God is going to forgive every sin of every person ever committed from the first sin of the woman in the Garden of Eden to the last sin of the millennial reign of Christ.

b.  The phrase “all sins” includes everything we could think (mental attitude sins), everything we could say (verbal sins—the exception is coming up in the next verse), and everything we could do (overt sins).

c.  The purpose of God permitting sins in human history is so that He can forgive them, and thus prove the unconditionality of His love.  If God fails to forgive all sins, then His love is not unconditional.  Satan and the fallen angels do not believe that God is a God of unconditional love and have challenged the unconditionality of His love.  Therefore, God creates mankind and gives man free will to do whatever he wants, which permits mankind to become sinful, so that God can forgive mankind of all his sins, which proves that God would have and could have forgiven Satan and the fallen angels all their sins after their fall.


d.  The future tense refers to what God the Father will do the moment Jesus says, “It is finished” on the Cross.  At that moment, the justice of God was satisfied with the sacrifice of His Son on the Cross and all sins were forgiven, since Jesus had paid the price of being punished for our sins.


e.  Notice that the sins of the sons of men, not just the sins of the elect, are forgiven.  Our Lord Jesus paid the penalty for the sins of all men, not just believers, 1 Jn 2:2, “In fact He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the entire world.”
3.  “and whatever blasphemies they blaspheme;”

a.  Jesus continues by including a very specific category of sins: blasphemy against God.

b.  Jesus includes this category specifically because this sin is precisely the category of sin which the scribes have committed.  The scribes have blasphemed Jesus by saying that he is working on behalf of or in league with Satan.  They have ascribed His healings and exorcisms to the power of Satan rather than to the power of the Holy Spirit.  They have blasphemed against God the Holy Spirit by claiming that His work was the work of Satan.

c.  There are three members of the Trinity against whom we can blaspheme: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is indirectly saying here that blasphemy against the Father and Son can and will be forgiven.  In the next verse Jesus will tell them (and us) that blasphemy of the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.


d.  The scribes have blasphemed against the Father by denying the Father’s declaration that Jesus is His Son.  The scribes have blasphemed against Jesus by denying that He is the Christ, the Son of God, and the Lamb of God.  Both these sins of blasphemy will be forgiven them.  But the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit by claiming that what the Holy Spirit has done is the work of Satan will not be forgiven them.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus made it clear that God would forgive all sin and all blasphemy, including blasphemy against the very Son of God Himself! (Mt 12:32)  Does this mean that God the Son is less important than the Holy Spirit?  Why would a sin against God the Son be forgivable and yet a sin against the Holy Spirit be unforgivable?  The answer lies in the nature of God.  The leaders of Israel had sinned against the Father and the Son, but had been graciously forgiven. When they sinned against the Holy Spirit, they had reached ‘the end of the line’ and there could be no more forgiveness.  People today cannot commit the ‘unpardonable sin’ in the same way the Jewish religious leaders did when Jesus was ministering on earth.  The only sin today that God cannot forgive is rejection of His Son (Jn 3:16–21, 31).  When the Spirit of God convicts the sinner and reveals the Savior, the sinner may resist the Spirit and reject the witness of the Word of God, but that does not mean he has forfeited all his opportunities to be saved. If he will repent and believe, God can still forgive him.  Even if the sinner so hardens his heart that he seems to be insensitive to the pleadings of God, so long as there is life, there is hope.  Only God knows if and when any ‘deadline’ has been crossed.  You and I must never despair of any sinner (1 Tim 2:4; 2 Pet 3:9).”


b.  “In light of the preceding charges Jesus issued a strong warning. The words, (literally, ‘Truly, I say to you’), are a recurring formula of solemn affirmation (13 times in Mark) found only in the Gospels and always spoken by Jesus.  Jesus declared, All the sins and blasphemies (derogatory words versus God) of men (‘people’) are open to God’s gracious forgiveness (cf. Mk 1:4) with one exception—blasphemies against the Holy Spirit.”


c.  “The range for pardon is indeed great since it extends over every sin, no matter what it may be, and includes even blasphemy, mocking, and vicious utterances that are directly against God or holy things that are connected with God.  But the scribes must be warned that one exception exists.”
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