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 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” plus the negative OU, meaning “not” and the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a state, condition, or situation that is always universally true.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (‘no one’) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no one.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA, meaning “into the house.”  With this we have the genitive of possession from the masculine singular article and adjective ISCHUROS, meaning “of a strong man.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter into.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that no one can produce the action.


The participle is temporal and precedes the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “after entering.”

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun SKEUOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his property Lk 17:31; Mt 12:29; Mk 3:27.”
  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb DIARPAZW, which means “to plunder thoroughly Mk 3:27b; rob Mk 3:27a.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that no one can produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb DUNAMAI.

“But no one, after entering into the house of a strong man, is able to plunder his property”
 is the third class conditional particle EAN plus the negative MĒ, used together to mean “unless.”  Then we have the ordinal adjective PRWTOS, meaning “first,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adjective ISCHUROS, meaning “the strong man.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb DEW, which means “to bind; to tie up.”

The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the possible future action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that ‘no one’ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with the third class conditional particle EAN to indicate a contingency, probability or possibility, indicating what might or should happen.
“unless he first ties up the strong man,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the temporal adverb TOTE, meaning “then” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun OIKI plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his house.”  Finally, we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb DIARPAZW, which means “to plunder; to rob.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the subject ‘no one’ will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

“and then he will rob his house.”
Mk 3:27 corrected translation
“But no one, after entering into the house of a strong man, is able to plunder his property unless he first ties up the strong man, and then he will rob his house.”
Explanation:
1.  “But no one, after entering into the house of a strong man, is able to plunder his property”

a.  The Lord continues with another parable to refute the illogical assertion that He is demon possessed and working on behalf of Satan to destroy Satan’s kingdom.  This parable is in contrast to Satan destroying himself.

b.  The subject “no one” refers to a thief, who breaks into a house with the intention of robbing the place.  The house is owned by a person referred to here as “a strong man.”  By analogy, the Lord Jesus Christ would be the subject (though He is hardly a robber, but has come to establish His kingdom in place of Satan’s) entering into the house of the strong man, who is analogous to Satan.

c.  The property that now belongs to Satan are the members of the human race who are spiritually dead.  The Lord plunders Satan’s property by providing eternal salvation for those who believe in Him.  The Lord enters into the kingdom of Satan and is able to plunder or take away Satan’s property by sacrificing Himself for their sins.  When we believe in Christ we are “delivered from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred into the kingdom of the Son of His love,” Col 1:13.

2.  “unless he first ties up the strong man,”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ is not able to plunder Satan’s property unless He is first able to overpower Satan.  The thief cannot tie up the strong man unless he has overpowered him.

b.  The Lord has to overpower Satan before He can plunder Satan’s kingdom.  The Lord overpowers Satan at the Cross by obeying the will of the Father and bearing our sins and being judged as a substitute for us.  His spiritual victory on the Cross frees mankind from slavery to sin, which Satan used to keep people in bondage to him in his kingdom.  The Lord redeemed us from this slavery by paying the redemption price for us on the Cross, 1 Pet 1:18-19, “you have been redeemed from your worthless manner of life handed down from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ as from an unblemished and spotless lamb.”  Also Gal 3:13, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law.”


c.  The Lord Jesus Christ tied up Satan at the Cross by His total willing obedience to the plan of God the Father.


d.  Jesus is indirectly telling the scribes that He has not yet completely overcome Satan and plundered Satan’s kingdom.  He is in the process of doing so, and this process will be culminated at the Cross.  The actual binding of Satan is described in Rev 20:1-3, “And then I saw an angel descending from heaven, having the key to the Abyss and a great chain in his hand.  And then he seized the serpent, that ancient snake, who is the devil, that is, Satan, and bound [incarcerated] him for a thousand years.  And then he threw him into the Abyss.  Furthermore he locked and sealed [it] over him, in order that he should no longer deceive the nations until the thousand years were completed.  After these things, releasing him for a short time is necessary.”
3.  “and then he will rob his house.”

a.  The word “then” has a near and far fulfillment in this analogy.  The near fulfillment is during the First Advent.  Jesus is robbing Satan’s house with every person He heals and every demon He casts out.  The far fulfillment is during the Church Age and at the Second Advent.

b.  The spiritual kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ begins to be established during the First Advent, continues to blossom during the Church Age, and comes into full bloom at the Second Advent.  The Lord’s robbing of Satan’s house is a continuous process from the First Advent until the end of the Second Advent.

c.  The Lord Jesus Christ is not a thief, not a robber.  Parables are not designed to be perfect analogies.  Our Lord is a king; not a thief.  He has every right to take back His creation from the person who used trickery to steal it from mankind.  The real thief is Satan himself.

d.  So in conclusion, Jesus refutes the argument of the scribes by declaring that He cannot overcome Satan and his kingdom in order to establish His own kingdom until He has first overpowered and taken control over Satan.  He is in the process of doing this, and therefore, it is impossible for Him to be in league with the devil.  Satan is the enemy of Jesus and doing all he can to not be tied up by Him.


e.  Note the parallel passage in Lk 11:17-22, “But He knew their thoughts and said to them, ‘Any kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and a house [divided] against itself falls.  If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand?  For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. And if I by Beelzebul cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast them out?  So they will be your judges.  But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.  When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are undisturbed.  But when someone stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away from him all his armor on which he had relied and distributes his plunder.”  The scribes could not logically accuse Jesus of casting out demons by Satan, if the students of the scribes (the Pharisees) were also casting out demons.  Wouldn’t that make them also in league with Satan?
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus is the conqueror of Satan, not in league with him.”


b.  “The analogy in Mk 3:27 refuted their first accusation (verse 22) showing (‘on the contrary’ =but]) that the opposite was true.  Satan is the strong man.  His house is the realm of sin, sickness, demon possession, and death.  His possessions are people who are enslaved by one or more of these things, and demons are his agents who carry out his diabolical activity. No one can enter his realm to carry off (‘plunder’) his possessions unless he first binds the strong man (shows he is more powerful).  Then he can rob (‘plunder’) the realm, releasing the enslaved victims.  At His temptation and through His exorcisms Jesus demonstrated that He is the Stronger One, empowered by the Holy Spirit (Mk 3:29).  His mission is to confront and overpower (not cooperate with) Satan and to deliver those enslaved by him.”


c.  “Jesus has defeated the strong man simply by his moral victory in the wilderness (Mk 1:13) and by commanding demons to leave (Mk 1:25–26; Isa 49:24–25).”


d.  “The strong man is intended to represent Satan. To cast out demons is to enter his house and spoil his goods.  Christ was asserting that instead of being in league with Satan, He was engaged in combat against him.”


e.  “Only One who is stronger than Satan can enter into his realm, bind him and plunder his goods.  This Jesus has done.  The expulsion of demons is nothing less than a forceful attack on the lordship of Satan.  Jesus’ ability to cast out demons means that One stronger than Satan has come to restrain his activity and to release the enslaved.”
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