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
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if” and it is assumed to be true.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun SATANAS, meaning “Satan.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANISTĒMI, which means “to rise up or rebel against someone.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the past action in its entirety with emphasis on its completion.  It can be translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that Satan produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of opposition from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “against himself.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb MERIZW, which means “to be divided.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the past action in its entirety.


The passive voice indicates that Satan receives the action of being divided.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

“And if Satan has rebelled against himself and is divided,”
 is the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, meaning “to be able.”

The present tense is a gnomic or static present, which views the action as an unchanging fact or state of being.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Satan) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Satan cannot produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the verb DUNAMAI.

Then we have the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the accusative direct object from the noun TELOS, meaning “a point of time marking the end of a duration: end, termination, cessation; the end; have an end, be at an end Mk 3:26.”
  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have; to be.”

The present tense is a historical present, which describes a past action as though occurring in the present for the sake of vividness and liveliness in the narrative.


The active voice indicates that Satan has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

Literally this says “he has ended” or “he has reached the end” or “he is at an end.”  The NASB translates this by the idiom: “he is finished.”
“he is not able to stand, but he is finished!”
Mk 3:26 corrected translation
“And if Satan has rebelled against himself and is divided, he is not able to stand, but he is finished!”
Explanation:
1.  “And if Satan has rebelled against himself and is divided,”

a.  The Lord continues His answer to the scribes that He casts out demons by the power of Satan with a third logical, hypothetical, conditional statement.  The Lord combines two previous suppositions in the protasis of the sentence: if Satan has rebelled against himself (which he has not, but let’s assume for the sake of argument this is true) and if Satan is therefore divided against himself (which is also not true, but let’s assume for the sake of argument that it is true).

b.  Jesus does not believe that Satan has rebelled against himself, because if he were doing so, then he wouldn’t constantly be trying to tempt Jesus to sin.  The Lord does not believe that Satan’s kingdom has split into various warring factions that are fighting each other.  But in order to accept the premise of the scribes, Jesus has to state the logical (though hypothetical and erroneous) position of the scribes in order to make His point.  The scribes have said that Jesus is working by the power of Satan.  Jesus is also frustrating the will of the demons by casting them out of people.  Therefore, the logical conclusion is that Jesus, who is working for Satan (according to the scribes), is working against Satan (according to His actions by exorcising the demons).
2.  “he is not able to stand, but he is finished!”

a.  If the assumption of the scribes is true, then Satan is not able to stand.  He is not able to continue.  He is finished; his kingdom is finished; his rebellion against God is finished; and there is no more angelic conflict.

b.  However, as is easily seen in the case of every person, temptation to sin continues; rebellion against the will of God continues; people are still being demon possessed; people are still in need of healing; Satan is clearly operational in the governments of Herod, Rome, and other Gentile places.  The demons are still shouting at Jesus, when being removed by Him.  They are clearly not happy about the situation and voice their disapproval.  There is plenty of evidence that the kingdom of Satan is not finished.  And if the kingdom of Satan is not finished, then his kingdom is not divided, which means that Jesus is not operating for Satan, but against him.  And therefore, the scribes claims are nothing more than the grossest blasphemy.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “If it is assumed that Satan opposes himself and his realm is divided.  This would mean that his end has come, that is, his power, not his personal existence.  Clearly this is false, for Satan remains strong.  So the charge that Jesus’ exorcisms were due to Satan’s power was false.”


b.  “Neither was it possible to believe that Satan would rise up against himself and seek to destroy his own kingdom.  To do so would mean an end of his power over mankind.”


c.  “The two illustrations used in verses 24-25 form the major premise of an ordinary syllogism.  Because this is the minor premise in the reasoning of Jesus, the condition is one of reality.  For the sake of argument and to convince His opponents, Jesus for the moment admits what they really claim.  Now there follows the inescapable conclusion of the syllogistic reasoning: ‘he cannot stand, on the contrary, he has an end’.  Opposition to Jesus upsets men’s logic.  Proud of their superiority, they put forth as being convincingly sound what is absolutely unsound and advances to the point of being even ridiculous.  The view that as a ruse and to gain other evil purposes Satan might tell his demons to leave on the orders of Jesus is an unwarranted assertion.  What would the ruse gain, and what purpose would Satan attain beyond the terrible one that he has already attained in demoniacal possession?”
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