John 1:1
Mark 3:14


 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, do, produce; to appoint Heb 3:2.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the past action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural cardinal adjective DWDEKA, meaning “twelve.”  This is followed by the appositional/explanatory accusative masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom.”  Then we have the adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “apostles.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ONOMAZW, which means “to give a name to, call, name with a double accusative ‘whom he gave the name “apostles” Mk 3:14.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the past action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

“And He appointed twelve, whom He also gave the name ‘apostles’,”
 is the conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that” and introducing a purpose clause.  With this we have the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: they might be.”

The present tense is a tendential/futuristic present, which regards the state of being as a future, probability.


The active voice indicates that the twelve might produce the action in the future.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with a future element of possibility or probability.

Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with Him” and referring to Jesus.

“in order that they might be with Him”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that” and introducing another purpose clause.  Then we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send out.”

The present tense is a tendential, futuristic and iterative present, which describes a potential future action that occurs periodically.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action of sending them.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with an element of future contingency.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the twelve.  Finally, we have the present active infinitive from the verb KĒRUSSW, which means “to proclaim, announce or preach.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what the twelve will do upon being sent by Jesus.


The active voice indicates that the twelve will produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

“and in order that He might send them out to preach”
Mk 3:14 corrected translation
“And He appointed twelve, whom He also gave the name ‘apostles’, in order that they might be with Him and in order that He might send them out to preach”
Explanation:
1.  “And He appointed twelve, whom He gave the name ‘apostles’,”

a.  After inviting a large group of disciples to follow Him from the lakeshore of the Sea of Galilee to the top of one of the mountains rising above the north rim of the lake, Jesus appoints twelve men to be His select group of disciples.  These twelve men are frequently referred to in the New Testament by the title “the Twelve”: Mt 20:17; 26:14; Mk 4:10; 6:7; 9:35; 10:32; 11:11; 14:10; Lk 8:1; 9:1; 18:31, etc.

b.  Jesus then gave them a title of rank and authority—“apostles.”  Commentators frequently say that the Greek word APOSTOLOS meaning “one sent.”  However, the word means much more than that.  The “apostolos” was the commander of the Greek naval and marine force, sent to conquer an enemy nation.  Once that had been accomplished, the ruling Greek governor of a Greek colony was established and he too was called the “apostolos.”  So the term indicated a person who was in charge of an expedition into foreign territory, where a new Greek city-state or kingdom was to be established.  The foreign country into which the disciples were being sent as “commanders” was Satan’s kingdom.  They were going to conquer a portion of his territory and establish a “Christian colony.”  They would be the commander of the Christian expeditionary force, which was comprised of other Christian soldiers.  So the term “apostle” was full of meaning and purpose, which would gradually be taught and revealed to these twelve men.  Jesus had a lot of training to do before he sent them into Satan’s kingdom to establish His own kingdom.
2.  “in order that they might be with Him”

a.  In this clause Mark tells us the immediate purpose Jesus had in selecting these twelve men.  They were to remain “with Jesus,” which implies that they were going to be His constant companions.  This would allow them to see and hear everything Jesus did and taught.

b.  Jesus wasn’t lonely and in need of companionship.  He was indwelt by the Father and the Holy Spirit.  The twelve were not with Him for His benefit, because He needed them, but they were with Him for their benefit, so they could learn from Him.  In order to train these men as “commanders” (apostles), the Lord needed all their time, all their energy, and all their attention.  They needed to separate themselves from the normal life of family and friends for the short time He had left to train and prepare them.
3.  “and in order that He might send them out to preach”

a.  Mark then adds a further purpose to explain why Jesus needed these men to be with Him.  They needed to be with Him in order that He might send them out to preach.  What would they preach?  They would preach the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ—that salvation is through faith alone in the Lord Jesus Christ; that Christ would bear the sins of the world and be judged by God the Father as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world; that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and the King of Israel; and many other things regarding the spiritual life God provides and expects us to live.

b.  The implied task here is that the Lord has to teach these men what they need to preach before He can send them out to preach.  They have to understand God’s message before they can stand before a crowd of people and declare God’s message.  The end-state goal was to send them out to preach.  The intermediate goal was to teach them the Father’s message of eternal salvation through faith in Christ.

c.  The Lord did not send them out into the world until the day of His ascension.  They had to learn about His sacrifice on the Cross, His death, burial, and resurrection before they had the complete message to take to the world.  Their sending into the world is declared in Mt 28:19-20, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This was a second selection out of those invited to the hills and after the night of prayer and after day came (Lk 6:13).  Why he chose twelve we are not told, probably because there were twelve tribes in Israel.  It was a good round number at any rate.  They were to be princes in the new Israel (Mt 19:28; Lk 22:30; Rev 21:14, 15).  Luke (6:13–16) also gives the list of the twelve at this point while Matthew (10:1–4) postpones giving the names till they are sent out in Galilee. There is a fourth list in Acts 1:13.”


b.  “The number of the disciples is significant because there were twelve tribes in the nation of Israel.  In Genesis, God started with Jacob’s twelve sons, and in Exodus, He built them into a mighty nation.  Israel was chosen to bring the Messiah into the world so that through Him all the nations of the earth could be blessed (Gen 12:1–3).  However, the nation of Israel was now spiritually decayed and ready to reject her own Messiah. God had to establish ‘a holy nation’ (1 Pet 2:9), and the 12 Apostles were the nucleus of this new ‘spiritual’ nation (Mt 21:43).  When He selected them, He had three purposes in mind: (1) training them by personal example and teaching, (2) sending them out to preach the Gospel, and (3) giving them authority to heal and cast out demons (Mk 1:14–15, 38–39; 6:7–13).  These twelve men would thus be able to continue His work when He returned to the Father, and they would also be able to train others to carry on the ministry after them (2 Tim 2:2).”


c.  “The number 12 corresponds to the 12 tribes of Israel, thus expressing Jesus’ claim on the whole nation.  ‘The Twelve’ became an official designation or title for those appointed by Jesus on this occasion (cf. 4:10; 6:7; 9:35; 10:32; 11:11; 14:10, 17, 20, 43).  Though significantly linked with Israel, they are never called a new or spiritual ‘Israel’.  Rather they were the nucleus of a coming new community, the church (Mt 16:16-20; Acts 1:5-8).”


d.  “It is not men who choose or appoint themselves to be servants of Christ.  He chooses and ordains His own (Jn 15:16).  Every one of the twelve apostles were what we might call ‘hand-picked men’ (even Judas), being the special objects of divine interest.”


e.  “Jesus chose these men so that he could send them out to preach the good news, just as He was doing Himself.  However, before they would be ready to preach the good news they had to spend time with Jesus and learn to pattern their lives on Him.  If we do not follow their example, our preaching will be like loudspeakers blaring meaningless propaganda.”


f.  “Mark’s first specification on the choice of the Twelve is for them ‘to be with him’.  It is no accident that the watershed of Mark’s Gospel is the apostolic confession of the Messiahship of Jesus (Mk 8:29), or that Matthew follows this with the ‘Rock’ saying about the apostolic confession (Mt 16:18f.).  The primary function of the apostles was witness to Christ, and the witness was rooted in years of intimate knowledge, dearly bought experience and intensive training.  This is complementary to their widely recognized function of witness to the resurrection; for the special significance of the resurrection lies, not in the event itself, but in its demonstration, in fulfillment of prophecy, of the identity of the slain Jesus.  Their witness of the resurrection of Christ made them effective witnesses to his Person, and He Himself commissions them to world-wide witness (Acts 1:8).”
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