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
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ANABAINW, which means “to ascend; to go up: He went up.”

The present tense is a historical present, which describes a past action as though occurring in the present for the sake of vividness and liveliness in the narrative.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun OROS, meaning “onto the mountain.”

“And He went up onto the mountain”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present middle indicative from the verb PROSKALEW, which means “to summon, call on, call to oneself, invite someone Mt 10:1; 15:10; Mk 3:13, 23; 6:7; 7:14; 15:44; Lk 7:18; 15:26; Acts 6:2; 23:17f, 23; Jam 5:14.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes a past action as though occurring in the present for the sake of vividness and liveliness in the narrative.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of Jesus in producing the action.  This is brought out in translation by the word “Himself.”

The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those whom.”  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb THELW, meaning “to wish, will, desire or want.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past, incomplete action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus kept on producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He” and referring to Jesus.

“and summoned those whom He Himself wanted,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb APERCHOMAI, meaning “to come or go: they came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the past action in its entirety.

The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him” and referring to Jesus.

“and they came to Him.”
Mk 3:13 corrected translation
“And He went up onto the mountain and summoned those whom He Himself wanted, and they came to Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “And He went up onto the mountain”

a.  Implied between verse 12 and 13 is that Jesus healed the people that came to Him, including those who were demon possessed.  In addition to healing, the normal practice of the Lord was to teach the people something, which was the purpose for having the small boat ready (so He could sit in the boat off shore and teach the people, while they sat on the beach).  The parallel passage is  Lk 6:12-13, “It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to God.  And when day came, He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also named as apostles:…”

b.  Upon concluding His healing and teaching, Jesus needed time to rest.  Therefore, He went up onto the mountains (hills) overlooking the lake of Galilee and the city of Capernaum.  The Greek word OROS is used for both ‘mountains’ and ‘hills’.  The picture below gives a good (though out of focus) representation of what Mark is indicating.  Jesus climbed up the Golan Heights.

2.  “and summoned those whom He Himself wanted,”

a.  Jesus didn’t climb the mountain and then shout down to the others to follow.  All those who wanted to followed Him up the mountain.  And then Jesus selected twelve from the larger group of followers.  Remember that in Lk 10:1 Jesus sent out seventy disciples.  At this point in Mark’s story, Jesus is selecting only twelve from those seventy.

b.  There were a large group of disciples that had been following Jesus for the past several months before Jesus reduced the large group down to the smaller group of twelve.  Disciples would come and go as other events in their life necessitated.  But apparently the twelve were with Jesus throughout most of His ministry (Acts 1:21-22, “Therefore it is necessary that, from the men who have traveled together with us during the entire time that the Lord Jesus associated with us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day that He was taken up from us, one of these become a witness with us of His resurrection.’”)

c.  Mark’s emphasis here is that it was Jesus’ personal responsibility and decision (middle voice) as to whom He selected to be His permanent disciples.  The Lord was solely responsible for the selection of each man, including the man who would betray Him.  He wanted each man for His own particular reason.  It is the Lord who chooses us; we don’t choose Him.

3.  “and they came to Him.”

a.  This indicates that each man the Lord selected willingly came to Him, which means that they agreed to become one of His permanent disciples or followers.  They would not go back to their homes or former professions, but continue under His tutelage for as long as He continued to teach them.

b.  Notice that the will of God and the will of man met in our Lord’s selection of the disciples and their willingness to be one of His disciples.  They literally gave up everything to follow Him (Peter’s declaration in Mk 10:28), just as He gave up everything to provide our eternal salvation.  Coming to Jesus was a free will act on the part of the disciples, just as inviting each man to come to Him was a free will act on the part of the Lord.

c.  In contrast to these twelve men coming to Jesus, the crowds in Capernaum will soon desert Him, Jn 6:64-66, “‘But there are some of you who do not believe.’  For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would hand Him over.  And He was saying, ‘For this reason I have said to you that no one is able to come to Me unless it has been given to him from the Father.’  As a result of this many of His disciples went backwards and were no longer walking with Him.”
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It was an invitation to leave the vast crowd and follow Him up the hill.  It was addressed to a larger number than twelve, from whom He afterwards selected the Twelve.  This selection, Luke tells us, was preceded by a night of prayer.  This was a crisis in the ministry of our Lord.”
  Mark’s narrative does not indicate that a larger group was invited upon the hill/mountain before the twelve were selected from this larger group.  However, this is the implication of Luke’s narrative (Lk 6:13, “And when day came, He called His disciples to Him [the larger group of seventy] and chose twelve of them,…”)

b.  “While He was ministering on earth, Jesus had many disciples (‘learners’), and from these He selected 12 Apostles (Mk 3:13–19).”


c.  “From among the many who had become disciples of Jesus He chose twelve who were to be intimately associated with Him and, with one unhappy exception, were destined to become His witnesses after His death and resurrection.”


d.  “Notice, Jesus spent the whole night in prayer—only after seeking the Father’s will and approbation did He choose the twelve.  This is a fundamental lesson: before any important decision spend much time in prayer.  This section commences with a rare circumstance in Jesus’ life, for He chose His crowd (normally the crowd consisted of whoever wanted to come) but on this special occasion at which He made the important announcement of the apostles’ names, He changed this.”


e.  “Out of the larger company of those who responded to his teaching he chose twelve apostles.”


f.  “The choice of the disciples occurred on a mountain, probably in the vicinity of Capernaum.  It appears that Jesus asked a larger group to accompany Him on the journey to the hill country.”


g.  “The selection by Jesus of the twelve from the band of disciples who had gradually gathered around His person is an important landmark in the Gospel history.  It divides the ministry of our Lord into two portions, nearly equal, probably, as to duration, but unequal as to the extent and importance of the work done in each respectively.  In the earlier period Jesus labored single-handed; His miraculous deeds were confined for the most part to a limited area, and His teaching was in the main of an elementary character.  But by the time when the twelve were chosen, the work of the kingdom had assumed such dimensions as to require organization and division of labor; and the teaching of Jesus was beginning to be of a deeper and more elaborate nature, and His gracious activities were taking on ever-widening range.  It is probable that the selection of a limited number to be His close and constant companions had become a necessity to Christ, in consequence of His very success in gaining disciples.  His followers, we imagine, had grown so numerous as to be an encumbrance and an impediment to His movements, especially in the long journeys which mark the later part of His ministry.  It was impossible that all who believed could continue henceforth to follow Him, in the literal sense, whithersoever He might go: the greater number could now only be occasional followers.  But it was His wish that certain selected men should be with Him at all times and in all places, —His travelling companions in all His wanderings, witnessing all His work, and ministering to His daily needs.  These twelve were to be something more than travelling companions or menial servants of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They were to be students of Christian doctrine, and occasional fellow-laborers in the work of the kingdom, and eventually Christ’s chosen trained agents for propagating the faith after He Himself had left the earth.  From the time of their being chosen, indeed, the twelve entered on a regular apprenticeship for the great office of apostleship, in the course of which they were to learn, in the privacy of an intimate daily fellowship with their Master, what they should be, do, believe, and teach, as His witnesses and ambassadors to the world.  Henceforth the training of these men was to be a constant and prominent part of Christ’s personal work.  He was to make it His business to tell them in darkness what they should afterwards speak in the daylight, and to whisper in their ear what in after years they should preach upon the housetops.”
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