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

 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the negative temporal adverb OUKETI, which means “no longer.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular negative cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “nothing,” but as part of a double negative it has to be translated as a positive in English grammar: “anything.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice functions in an active sense with Jesus producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“However, Jesus no longer answered anything,”
 is the conjunction HWSTE, which is used to introduce a result clause (with an infinitive of result that follows in this case) and means “so that; with the result that; so as to.”  With this we have the present active infinitive from the verb THAUMAZW, which means “to amaze” someone.


The present tense is a historical present, which views the past action as occurring now for the sake of vividness and liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the past tense.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action of amazing Pilate.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun PILATOS, meaning “Pilate.”

“so as to amaze Pilate.”
Mk 15:5 corrected translation
“However, Jesus no longer answered anything, so as to amaze Pilate.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, Jesus no longer answered anything,”

a.  In contrast to Pilate’s question and statement (‘Do You not answer anything?  Look at how many charges they are bringing against You!’) Jesus absolutely refuses to answer anything further.

b.  The use of the phrase “no longer” indicates that Jesus previously did answer Pilate’s questions.  Do we have that question and answer session?  Yes, it is found in Jn 18:33-38, “Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned Jesus and said to Him, ‘Are You the King of the Jews?’  Jesus answered, ‘Are you saying this on your own accord, or did others tell you about Me?’  Pilate answered, ‘I am not a Jew, am I?  Your people and chief priests delivered You over to me; what have You done?’  Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not [a part] of this world.  If My kingdom were [a part] of this world, My servants would be fighting, in order that I would not be delivered over to the Jews; but as a matter of fact, My kingdom is not from here.’  Therefore Pilate said to Him, ‘So then, You are a king?’  Jesus answered, ‘You are declaring that I am a king.  For this reason I have been born, and for this reason I have come into the world, in order to testify to the truth.  Everyone who exists from the source of the truth hears My voice.’  Pilate said to Him, ‘What is truth?’  And after saying this, he went out again to the Jews and said to them, ‘I find no charge against Him.’”


c.  Jesus has already completely defended Himself against the charge of being a revolutionary or criminal conspirator or seditionist.  And Pilate has already found Jesus innocent of these charges.  Therefore, when the Jewish leaders start piling on additional charges, Jesus has nothing more to say, because these additional charges are totally baseless and He knows that Pilate already knows this.  Therefore, there is no point in defending something that is so blatantly and obviously false.  For example, how can you charge Jesus with murder, when He has just raised a man from the dead (and don’t think that wasn’t well known to the intelligence officers of Pilate).  Or how can you charge Jesus with sedition, when He restored the ear of a man who has just had it hacked off (and Pilate’s own Tribune witnessed and reported on that event).


d.  Jesus wasn’t going to answer any of these false charges, because He wasn’t going to let Pilate off the hook.  Pilate had already found Him innocent of the only possible real charge against Him, and now Pilate must stand his ground without passing the responsibility back to Jesus.  By His silence, Jesus is forcing Pilate to be a man of conviction and integrity whether he likes it or not.  The Romans prided themselves on being extremely fair and just in matters such as this, and Jesus has now forced Pilate to do so or knowingly condemn an innocent man to death.

2.  “so as to amaze Pilate.”

a.  As a result of Jesus’ silence, Pilate is amazed, astounded, and probably starting to get a little confused.  He cannot believe that an innocent man would not defend himself.  He cannot understand why Jesus would possibly allow Himself to be condemned and sentenced to death, when they both know full well that Jesus is innocent.


b.  Was it just the silence of Jesus that amazed Pilate, or was he also amazed by the virtue, integrity, honesty, humility, and veracity of this greatest of all human beings who has ever lived?  Without knowing it and probably without realizing it at the time, Pilate had come face to face with the epitome of truth, justice and undeniable innocence and didn’t know how to handle it.  The dignity of the Lord Jesus Christ is something that should always amaze all of us, whether He is speaking to us or silent for our benefit.


c.  Angels were amazed at our Lord’s birth, people were amazed at His teaching, miracles, answers to questions, at His silence, and at His death (Pilate was amazed at how quickly He died), His resurrection, and ascension.  Satan was surely amazement by His sinlessness and ability to execute the plan of the Father.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is the most amazing man in the world, not some guy on a beer commercial. 

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Pilate was sure of the innocence of Jesus and saw through their envy (Mk 15:10), but he was hoping that Jesus would answer these charges to relieve him of the burden.  He marveled also at the self-control of Jesus.”


b.  “Jesus’ silence highlights the fact that He, the Son of Man, suffered and died within God’s sovereign plan.”


c.  “In view of Pilate's suspicion of the priests' motives (v. 10) it is quite possible that a protestation of innocence on Jesus’ part would have swung Pilate more definitely onto His side, 

but not for the first time Jesus fails to take an opportunity to influence the outcome of the trial and so to avoid the fate which He has accepted at Gethsemane as the Father's will.  The Greek verb ‘Amazed’ often carries a note of admiration, and Pilate’s subsequent attempts to secure Jesus’ release suggest that he was impressed by the contrast between the priests’ vehemence and Jesus’ silence.”


d.  “Not for one moment did Pilate deem Jesus guilty because he was silent.  He felt the very opposite—and more, the astounding patience of Jesus, His willingness to suffer unjustly, and the majesty of His person in following the course He did.”


e.  “Jesus, strong in His innocence, brings no pressure to bear, beyond that of simply the facts, which he allows to do all the talking for Him.  There is no doubt which method secures immediate ends in this world.  But neither is that any doubt which secures large ends, and wins in the long run.  It is not only the truth, but the method of truth that prevails at last.”
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