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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And; Then,” followed by the third person plural present indicative from the verb STAUROW, which means “to crucify.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that the detail of soldiers produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.

“And they crucified Him,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural present middle indicative from the verb DIAMERIZW, which means “to divide among themselves.”

          The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The middle voice is a direct (also known as reflexive) middle, meaning that the subject performs the action with reference to himself/herself/themselves.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun HMATION with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His garments.”                 

“and they divided among themselves His garments,”
 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb BALLW, which means “to throw; to cast.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the soldiers produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KLĒROS, meaning “lots.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of reference from the third person neuter plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “for them.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who?”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TI, meaning “what?”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb AIRW, which means “to take.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject ‘who’ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive, which is used in real and rhetorical questions, where the answer is in doubt.  The auxiliary verb “should” is used in the translation to bring out this potentiality or contingency

There is no verb “[to decide]” in the Greek, but something has to be added for the statement to make sense in English grammar.  For example; we could add “[as to]” or as the translators of the NASB “to decide.”

“casting lots for them [to decide] who should take what.”
Mk 15:24 corrected translation
“And they crucified Him, and they divided among themselves His garments, casting lots for them [to decide] who should take what.”
Explanation:

Mt 27:35, “And when they had crucified Him, they divided up His garments among themselves by casting lots.”

Lk 23:33-34, “When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals, one on the right and the other on the left.  But Jesus was saying, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’  And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves.”

Jn 19:18…23-25a, “There they crucified Him, and with Him two other men, one on either side, and Jesus in between.  …Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer garments and made four parts, a part to every soldier and the tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece.  So they said to one another, ‘Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be’; to fulfill the Scripture: ‘They divided My outer garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.’  Therefore the soldiers did these things.”

1.  “And they crucified Him,”

a.  Two words in the Greek () describe the most horrible, yet most awesome event in the history of creation.  The Son of God permits Himself to undergo the most humiliating and painful experience that could happen to a person—a crucifixion, which would include bearing our sins and being judged by God for those sins.  That was the horrible part, but the demonstration of God’s unconditional love for us by doing this for us is the awesome part.


b.  The full fury of Satan’s hatred of God is poured out in the physical crucifixion of our Lord Jesus.  And yet the full glory of our Lord’s unconditional love for His creature is poured out by Him and demonstrated to us.


c.  The Lamb of God was about to take away the sins of the world, and yet the world did not realize it, did not pay attention to it, nor honor what was being done for them.  Unbelievers ridiculed and vilified Him.  Women wept for Him.  People walked by and shook their heads and laughed at Him.  Soldiers paid little attention to Him, being more interested in playing games while they waited for the duty to be over.  One disciple watched carefully and listened to His every word.  One mother grieved for Him.  His brothers were nowhere in sight.  His other disciples were hiding and feeling sorry for themselves.  A Roman ruler was dealing with his conscience.  Satan was beginning to panic now that he realized what was happening and trying desperately to come up with some way to get Jesus off the cross.  The elect angels were watching in total awe of what Jesus was doing to demonstrate God’s love.  And God the Father was never more proud of His Son.


d.  These words include nailing Jesus to the crossbeam and then lifting Him up off the ground and setting Him in place to die the slow, painful, torturous death of crucifixion.

2.  “and they divided among themselves His garments,”

a.  After Jesus and the two thieves were set in place and there was nothing else to do but wait, the soldiers divided Jesus’ garments among themselves by gambling for them.  There were four soldiers and a centurion in charge of them.  We are not told if the centurion took part in this (it is more likely that he did not).


b.  The enlisted soldiers were paid a denarius a day.  Their eagerness for these clothes was so they could be washed and sold.  Clothes in the ancient world were far more valuable than our clothes today, since they were so much more difficult to make.  There were probably at least four articles of clothing (not including the robe) similar to our sandals, pants (kilt), undershirt, and the tunic (outer shirt), which was the most expensive piece.

3.  “casting lots for them [to decide] who should take what.”

a.  Mark then tells us the method used by the soldiers to decide who got what piece of clothing—the soldiers cast lots for the clothes.  The synoptic gospels all agree in this description, but John gives us more details than the others.


b.  There were various methods of casting lots and various games played by the soldiers.  Exactly how this was decided or what game was played is not explained.  An easy method for us to imagine is throwing dice to see who got the highest number.  That soldier then got first pick of the various articles of clothing.


c.  The point here is that the soldiers were more preoccupied with what they could get from the belongings of Jesus than what He giving them as a free gift—the chance for eternal life outside the lake of fire.  The soldiers were preoccupied with the things of this world, when they had the chance to be some of the greatest Gentile witnesses to the greatest act of God in the history of mankind.  What a lost opportunity.


d.  It should be noted that no one objected to what they were doing and the centurion did not stop them, which tells us that this was a common and accepted practice at crucifixions.  You might ask why they didn’t do this with the other two men being crucified with Jesus.  The normal practice was to strip the condemned man naked, flog him, and then have him carry his cross or crossbeam to the place of crucifixion naked.  His clothes were long gone from the time he left the judgment seat until he died on the cross and was left to hang naked there for weeks after his death.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus wore ordinary clothes, He did not wear white like the priests and Levites, and He could not be recognized as a saint by His clothes.  Jesus must have worn colored garments like common folk.  Hence the soldiers in could throw dice for His clothes.”


b.  “With restrained simplicity Mark wrote, ‘And they crucified Him’.  His Roman readers needed no elaboration and he offered none.  Normally a condemned man was stripped (except possibly for a loincloth), laid on the ground, and both outstretched forearms were nailed to the crossbeam.  Then this beam was raised and fastened to an upright post already stuck in the ground and the victim’s feet were nailed to it.  A wooden peg partway up the post on which the victim sat helped support his body.  Death from extreme exhaustion and thirst was painful and slow and usually came after two or three days.  Sometimes death was hastened by breaking the victim’s legs (Jn 19:31–33).  A victim’s personal belongings became the property of the execution squad.  In Jesus’ case the four-man squad (Jn 19:23) cast lots, probably dice, for His clothes—an inner and outer garment, a belt, sandals, and perhaps a head covering—to see what each one would get.  Unwittingly they fulfilled Ps 22:18, another aspect of Jesus’ humiliation.”


c.  “The criminals’ garments were recognized as part of the perquisites [tip, profit, possession] of the soldiers officiating at a crucifixion.”


d.  “It was ordinary Roman practice for a person to be crucified naked as a shaming device, but the Jewish practice of one about to be stoned was to permit a loincloth, which may have been the case with Jesus (though the Roman control of the process seems to suggest otherwise).”


e.  “The soldiers amused themselves with a game of chance to enjoy the tawdry, fleeting thrill of gambling while their Savior was dying above them.  This scene of them groveling in the dust, playing dice, is an incisive picture of man bent on his own pleasure in complete contempt of the claims of the cross.  The seamless garment was an inner garment (underwear) and not an outer cloak as the word ‘tunic’ conveys to us.  Following the scourging, this garment must have been a gory mess, yet the soldiers recognized its inherent worth, and gambled for it.  Clearly, they had no concept of the incalculable value of the blood which they despised and would soon wash out.  The winner of the garment threw away a precious eternal treasure for a simple garment; he made his person, his skin, more comfortable and neglected his soul.  What tragedy!  Yet the world despises the blood of Jesus to this day.  With His underwear removed, Jesus would have been naked on the cross, exposed to everyone’s view and to the heat of the sun.  One wonders which soldier got His sandals; they were impossible to fill.  One cannot help but wonder at the insult to our Lord.  True, these men would not have realized what they were doing, but He would have recognized in their casual attitude, a pattern the majority of mankind would follow.  This could only have added another enormity to His spiritual torture.  Even though He was nailed to the cross, the soldiers still kept guard over Jesus so as to ensure that no one could take Him down and revive Him.  Mankind was particularly thorough in ensuring that their Savior died.”


f.  “As usual at all such executions, the criminal’s clothes were the reward of the executioners, and the soldiers threw dice to see who got which piece of clothing, for they would be of unequal value.  Mark does not play on our emotions when he describes the crucifixion, as modern accounts might do.  He simply records the facts, for that is enough to move us.”


g.  “The details of the crucifixion are absent from all of the Gospels.  It is known from Jn 20:25 that nails were used to fasten the hands to the cross.  Crucifixion was recognized as being one of the most cruel forms of execution employed in the ancient world.  Often the victim was left on the cross for several days before death relieved his intense suffering.  The garments of the condemned man were left to the executioners.”


h.  “The fact of Jesus’ crucifixion is recorded with utmost restraint.  The details were too familiar in the Roman world to require extended comment.  Normally, the delinquent was stripped, and after having been scourged, his outstretched arms were nailed or tied with cords to the cross-beam, which he himself had been forced to carry to the place of execution.  The cross-piece was then lifted up with the body on it and fastened to an upright stake already sunk into the 

earth to which the feet were now nailed.  The cross thus formed by the upright and the transverse beam was probably in the shape of a T.  A block of wood fixed about midway up the post supported the body.  While the use of nails to fasten a body to the cross is not widely attested, in June, 1968, a team of Israeli scholars discovered in northeastern Jerusalem a Jewish tomb which produced the first authenticated evidence of a crucifixion in antiquity.  Among the remains in an ossuary were those of an individual whose lower calf bones had been broken and whose heel bones had been transfixed with a single iron nail.  The pottery and ossuaries found in the 

tomb establish a date in the first century A.D. prior to the mass crucifixions of A.D. 70, when tomb burials were no longer possible.  Detailed study of the find showed that the feet of the victim had been nailed together between a cross of olive wood and a piece of acacia wood with a 17-18 centimeter iron nail.  Moreover, new light was shed on the position of the body on the cross: ‘the feet were joined almost parallel, both transfixed by the same nail at the heels, with the legs adjacent; the knees were doubled, the right one overlapping the left; the trunk was contorted; the upper limbs were stretched out, each stabbed by a nail in the forearm.’  The nature and date of these findings in the vicinity of Jerusalem provide concrete data on the manner in which Jesus was crucified.  The height of the cross varied.  Normally it was not much higher than the stature of a man, so that the feet of the crucified nearly touched the ground.  A high cross seems to have been used when there was the desire to make the victim visible for as wide a radius as possible.  That the cross upon which Jesus was crucified was higher than normal may be deduced from the fact that the soldier who offered Him a drink with a sponge soaked in vinegar could not reach His mouth by hand, but had to extend it with a reed (verse 36).  A higher cross also gives point to the scornful challenge for Jesus to ‘come down’ (verse 32).  Crucifixion was essentially death by exhaustion.  The time required for death naturally depended on the physical condition of the victim as well as on the manner by which the body was affixed to the cross.  When nails were used physical torment was heightened, but ordinarily it was less protracted because death was hastened by the loss of blood.  When men had been tied to the gibbet they sometimes remained alive for several days.  Yet the weight of the body hanging on the cross frequently caused such a state of exhaustion that death occurred in a matter of several hours.  When it was desired to hasten the death of one who was crucified, his limbs were beaten with an iron club (Jn 19:31-33).  Men were ordinarily crucified naked.  Jewish sensitivities, however, dictated that men ought not to be publicly executed completely naked, and men condemned to stoning were permitted a loin-cloth.  Whether the Romans were considerate of Jewish feelings in this matter is unknown.  Roman legal texts confirm that it was the accepted right of the executioner’s squad to claim the minor possessions of an executed man.  In the case of Jesus this was limited to His clothing, which probably consisted of an under and outer garment, a belt, sandals, and possibly a head covering.  For these items the soldiers cast lots, oblivious to the fact that their gambling recalled the ancient lament of Ps. 22:18, ‘they divided my garments among them and for my raiment they cast lots.’  What is in the OT a poetic expression of defeat and impotence is in Mark’s account a token of the powerlessness of Jesus in His humiliation.”
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