John 1:1
Mark 14:7



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the temporal adverb PANTOTE, which means “always.”  Then we have accusative direct masculine plural article and adjective PTWCHOS, meaning “the poor.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: you have.”


The present tense is a gnomic and aoristic present, describing a universal fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciple produce the action of having.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “with you” and referring to the disciples, believers, and people in general.

“For you always have the poor with you,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the indefinite temporal conjunction HOTAN, meaning “whenever.” Then we have the second person plural present active subjunctive from the verb THELW, which means “to wish, will, or want: you wish.”


The present tense is a tendential present, describing an action that is not taking place but can or will take place in the future.


The active voice indicates that the disciples or anyone can produce the action of wanting, willing, desiring, etc.


The subjunctive mood is used with HOTAN in local indefinite temporal clauses to indicate future potential or possibility.

This is followed by the second person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, meaning “to be able; you can.”


The present tense is an aoristic present which describes an action as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (anyone) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the poor.  This is followed by the adverb EU, meaning “good.”  Next we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples, believers or anyone can produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the verb DUNAMAI (=to be able).

“and whenever you wish you can do good to them;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the temporal adverb PANTOTE, which means “always.”  Finally, we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: you do not have.”


The present tense is a gnomic present or aoristic present, which describes an action that is universally a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produce the action of not always having Jesus with them.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“however, you do not always have Me.”
Mk 14:7 corrected translation
“For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you wish you can do good to them;  however, you do not always have Me.”
Explanation:
1.  “For you always have the poor with you,”

a.  Jesus continues talking to His disciples at the banquet in His honor at the house of Simon the leper in Bethany by explaining why He demands that the disciples leave Mary, the sister of Lazarus, alone and permit her to anoint his hair and feet with the expensive perfume.


b.  He explains why this particular perfume at this moment doesn’t need to be sold and the money given to support the poor.  There will always be some people who are poor.  Poor people will exist on earth in every generation until the millennial reign of Christ.  As long as Satan is the ruler of the world, there will be poor people on earth.  We have seen this statement verified throughout the past two thousand years of human history.


c.  As long as there is free will some people will make choices to be poor, either through bad decisions, laziness, the unfairness of others, or divine disciple.  Some poor people are the victims of themselves, while other poor people are victims of others.  Jesus’ point is that there will always be poor people on earth until He can come again, rule the earth, and restore the perfect environment of the Garden of Eden on earth.


d.  There is nothing inherently evil or wrong in being poor.  Not all poor people are poor because of something they did wrong or because they deserve it.  God is not willing that anyone be poor.  But God cannot and will not interfere with a person who is too lazy to work.  Paul made the divine attitude toward laziness very clear, “if anyone is not willing to work, let him not even eat.” 2 Thes 3:10b.


e.  Most people don’t want to be poor and simply want a chance to work and provide for themselves.  As Christians we are obligated to help them and do nothing to hinder them.  And we have a lifetime of opportunity to do this.

2.  “and whenever you wish you can do good to them;”

a.  Jesus then adds the principle that we have a lifetime of opportunity to help the poor.  We can do so whenever we wish, indicating that our free will is involved in helping the poor.  We should not be coerced into helping the poor, but do so because we want to.


b.  We have opportunities every day to help the poor, if we so chose.  We have various ways in which we can help the poor.  Certainly we can give money to help, but we can also give food, clothing, open our homes to children in need of foster homes, volunteer at homeless shelters or other facilities, or offer work to those in need of a temporary job.  There are many creative ways anyone can help the poor, but you have to put a little planning and effort into it.  It doesn’t get done by sitting on your hands and saying, “We should help the poor.”


c.  Another point not being considered by the disciples is that Jesus was ‘poor’ Himself. Remember what He said about Himself in Mt 8:20, “the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”


d.  We have countless opportunities to help the poor, but Mary of Bethany had only one opportunity to anoint the King of Israel for burial.

3.  “however, you do not always have Me.”

a.  Finally, Jesus points out indirectly again that He is about to die.  In contrast to the poor being available to help every day, He is not going to be on earth much longer.  He has told the disciples over and over again that He is going to die in Jerusalem, and Mary believed Him.  She understood and prepared His body for burial ahead of time, thinking that she would not have the opportunity to do so after His death.


b.  We will always have the Lord Jesus Christ with us in heaven forever.  We will always have Him with us during His millennial reign on earth, but we do not have Him physically present on earth as a person between His first and second advents.  The disciples clearly didn’t understand what He was talking about at this moment, but He would explain later, when He said to them, “‘A little while, and you will no longer see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me.’  Therefore, some of His disciples said to one another, ‘What is this, which He is saying to us, “A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me”; and, “because I go to the Father”?’  Therefore they were saying, ‘What is this “A little while” that He says?  We do not know what He is talking about.’  Jesus knew that they were wishing to ask Him, and so He said to them, ‘Are you deliberating with one another about this, that I said, “A little while, and you will not see Me, and again a little while, and you will see Me”?  Truly, truly, I say to you, that you will weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will be distressed, but your grief will be turned into joy,’” Jn 16:16-20.


c.  The disciples would have Jesus with them off and on for another couple of months after His death.  Then He would ascend to the Father and be seated in heaven until the resurrection of the Church.  For the rest of their lives the disciples would not have the Lord with them as they had Him with them before, but the poor they would have with them always.  And many of those poor would be the poor Christians of the persecuted Jerusalem church.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus does not discredit gifts to the poor at all.  But there is relativity in one’s duties.  Mary perceived with her delicate woman’s intuition and what the apostles failed to understand though repeatedly and plainly told by Jesus that He would not always with them.  John shows her keen sympathetic insight and Christ’s genuine appreciation of her noble deed.”


b.  “There was no intention on the Lord’s part to contrast services rendered to Himself in person with services rendered to the poor for His sake—the two are in His sight equivalents (Matt. 25:40, 45); His purpose is to point out that the former would very soon be impossible, whilst opportunity for the latter would abound to the end of time.”


c.  “The contrast in verse 7 is not between Jesus and the poor but between the words always and not always.  Opportunities to help the poor will always be present and the disciples should take advantage of them.  But Jesus would not be in their midst much longer and opportunities to show Him love were diminishing rapidly.”


d.  “It is ever right and proper to minister to the needy, who can always be found if we desire to help them.  Such ministry is commendable at all times.  But Jesus was about to leave them, and Mary seemed to realize this.  All cannot do great things for Christ, but it is well if each one does what he can as unto the Lord Himself.”


e.  “The remark is not meant to suggest that there should not be good deeds performed for the poor, but rather that the amount of time available to perform acts of extravagant love for Jesus, whose time is almost up, is limited.  The poor, by contrast, will always be available to receive such acts of loving-kindness.  Anointing for burial was an activity that women were regularly involved with in Jesus’ age and culture, but in Jesus’ case they would be unable to perform the task in the rush to get Him into the tomb.”


f.  “Jesus’ word, ‘You always have the poor with you’, does not compromise His concern for the poor.  That ‘the poor will never cease out of the land’ (Dt 15:11) is caused by the refusal of the community to keep the covenant with its stipulations for the alleviation of poverty (Dt 15:1–11; cf. Lk 16:29–31).”


g.  “Jesus accepted an extravagant act of devotion seemingly in disregard of the poor, but this did not compromise His concern for the poor.  He called the anointing a beautiful act [a good deed] because it was done in preparation for His burial.  Such extravagance was appropriate as an exceptional act, whereas giving to the poor should occur continuously.  In fact, the exception proves the rule that devotion to Jesus is expressed through caring for the poor.  Throughout His ministry Jesus maintained the OT teaching that the way of righteousness includes caring for the poor, and the disciples assumed that this was so (Mk 14:15; Jn 13:29).  In the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Lk 16:19–31), Jesus taught that someone who ignored the OT teaching about sharing with the poor was so morally blind that he would not be convinced of its necessity even by one raised from the dead.”


h.  “Jesus’ reply probably contains an allusion to Dt 15:11, which urges generosity to the poor, who will always be in the land.  He does not play down giving to the poor; rather he plays up what follows.”


i.  “Mary’s beautiful action teaches that there is a time and place for extravagance for our Lord, but His teaching moderates this by reminding us that there is also a time and a place for caring for the poor.”


j.  “Jesus, though he fully recognized the claims of the poor, saw a greater priority even than the poor at this moment.  Every king in Judah was anointed before his coronation, and this was to be His anointing, not by a prophet but by a woman.  But it was more, for it was a symbolic preparation of His body for burial.  This woman knew that her king must die; she had understood the gospel.”


k.  “The point is not that you may neglect the needs of the poor, but that they can be catered for at any time; the opportunity will not go away.”
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