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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which is used to switch from one speaker to the next in a Greek drama.  Here we transition from the question of the high priest to the response from Jesus.  It can be translated “Then.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: I am.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the static state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the state of being something—the Messiah.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“Then Jesus said, ‘I am;”
 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact” plus the second person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see: you will see.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the entire Sanhedrin: note the plural) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of relationship/identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the Son of Man.”  This title is equivalent to the personal pronoun “Me.” This is followed by the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural adjective DEXIOS, meaning “from the right = at the right side.”  Then we have the accusative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “to sit: sitting.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what will take place at that moment in the future.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DUNAMIS, meaning “of the Power.”  “God is actually called DUNAMIS in Mt 26:64; Mk 14:62.”

“in fact you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right side of the Power,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: coming.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what will take place at that moment in the future.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances from the feminine plural article and noun NEPHELĒ, meaning “with the clouds.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “of heaven” in the sense of belonging to heaven.

“and coming with the clouds of heaven.’”
Mk 14:62 corrected translation
“Then Jesus said, ‘I am; in fact you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right side of the Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.’”
Explanation:
Mt 26:64, “Jesus said to him, ‘You have said it; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.’”

Lk 22:67-69, “‘If You are the Christ, tell us.’  But He said to them, ‘If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I ask a question, you will not answer.   But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.  And they all said, ‘Are You the Son of God, then?’  And He said to them, ‘Yes, I am.’”

1.  “Then Jesus said, ‘I am;”

a.  Mark continues the story of Jesus’ illegal preliminary hearing before the Sanhedrin at night by telling us exactly what Jesus answered to the high priest’s question, asking Jesus if He was the Messiah, the Christ.


b.  Jesus answered in the most emphatic, dramatic, and direct way possible.  He didn’t evade, distort, twist, or hide His answer in any way.  He told the high priest directly to his face that He is the famous “I am,” Who answered Moses’ question on Mount Sinai, when Moses asked the God of Israel what His name was and what he should tell the people of Israel was the name of their God.  At that time on Mount Sinai, the Son of God answered Moses’ question by telling Moses to tell the Israelites that His name was “I am.”  Jesus now purposely uses this same title, so that there will be no question about who He is and no misunderstanding on the part of the high priest or anyone else in that room.  Jesus declared Himself to be the very same Person who spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, which means that He declared Himself to be deity.


c.  Jesus could have said “I am the God of Israel” or “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” or “I am God,” but the simple statement “I am” not only proclaimed all these things, but also claimed that Jesus was the Messiah, which meant that He also claimed to be the Son of God.

2.  “in fact you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right side of the Power,”

a.  Put another way, Jesus says here: “In fact, all of you will see Me sitting at the right side of God.”  Our Lord was very emphatic in making this statement.  He wasn’t dodging the question or answering in enigmas.


b.  After declaring Himself to be the famous “I am” of Mount Sinai, our Lord further identifies Himself as true humanity, using the title Son of Man.  Therefore, He has identified Himself as true deity (“I am”) and true humanity (“the Son of Man”); thus declaring His hypostatic union.  Remember that the title “Son of Man” is also a paraphrase for the simple first person personal pronoun “Me.”  Therefore, Jesus is telling the leaders of Israel that they will see Him sitting at the right side of God.


c.  By this statement our Lord confirms His deity; for only one person has ever or will ever sit at the right side of the Power (a title for God the Father) and that is the Son of God.  Therefore, not only does the statement “I am” declare Jesus to be God, but the person sitting at the right side of God the Father can also only be the Son of God.


d.  In effect, Jesus has now said, “I am God, and this fact will be proven when you all see Me sitting where only the Son of God can sit—on the throne next to God the Father.”  If there was no blasphemy in the minds of the high priest after the “I am” statement, there certainly was now.

e.  The question behind this statement we ask is: ‘When will these leaders see Jesus sitting at the right side of God the Father?’  It will not be during their lifetime, since no one on earth that we know of except Stephen ever saw our Lord at the right side of the Father, and even then Jesus was standing (Acts 7:55, “Now being full of the Holy Spirit, while looking intently into heaven, he saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right side of God;”).

3.  “and coming with the clouds of heaven.’”

a.  In addition to seeing Jesus in the highest place of honor in heaven, these men will also see Him coming with the clouds of heaven.  There is only one time when Jesus comes with the clouds of heaven and that is at His Second Advent.  As unbelievers they will not see Him at the resurrection of the Church, when He does not come with the clouds of heaven.


b.  Who or what are ‘the clouds of heaven’?  They are not literal clouds, but the elect angels and the believers of Church and previous dispensations who return with Christ dressed in ‘whites’; that is, in the uniform of glory mentioned in Revelation.



(1)  Jn 20:12, “and she saw two angels in whites sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying.”



(2)  Rev 3:4, “But you have a few persons in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.  Indeed they will walk with Me in whites [uniform of glory], because they are worthy.”



(3)  Mk 13:26, “And then they will see the Son of Man, coming in clouds with great power and glory.”



(4)  Rev 1:7, “Remember, He is coming with the clouds [elect angels, the resurrected Church, OT believers], and every eye shall see Him, including everyone who pierced Him, and all the people of the earth will mourn because of Him.  So it shall be; I believe it.”


c.  Rev 1:7 tells us clearly that these members of the Sanhedrin will be personal witnesses to the Second Advent of Jesus from heaven to earth.  Apparently every person in Hades will be witnesses of the Second Advent of Christ as well as all people on earth and all believers who come with Him.  Therefore, the Second Advent of Christ is witnessed by every person who has ever lived on earth up to that point of human history.


d.  The implication of these statements is that these leaders will see Jesus at the right side of the Father during their time in Torments, when the Second Advent occurs.  This further suggests that they will see Jesus at the right side of the Father at the Last Judgment, where He will be their Judge.  The further implication is that He is telling them that they are going to Hell and then to the Lake of Fire.  Some commentators (see below) disagree and say that the Sanhedrin would see the effects of Jesus’ enthronement in the events that followed: His resurrection, the hundreds of dead that rose with Him and were still alive later on, the development of the Church in Jerusalem and the spread of Christianity throughout the Empire.  This is also probably true, but I believe there is a literal aspect to these words that must be accounted for.


e.  All of these statements put together by our Lord were astounding to say the least and the greatest possible declaration of His real person that anyone could ask for.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The words, ‘the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power,’ a reference to Ps 110:1, ‘and coming with the clouds of heaven,’ a reference to Dan 7:13, were considered as a claim to Messiahship by the Jews, as the Old Testament passages to which reference was made were looked upon as Messianic.  But the words of Jesus are also a solemn warning that His position and that of His judges would one day be reversed, and a final but ineffectual summons to repentance and faith.  That is, our Lord’s words uttered at His trial before the Sanhedrin, were a final but ineffectual summons to repentance and faith, in that the Jewish leaders, instead of repenting of their rejection of Jesus as Messiah, and accepting Him as such, caused Him to be crucified.”


b.  “When the high priest put Him under oath, Jesus had to reply, and He testified clearly that he was indeed the Son of God.  The title ‘Son of man’ is messianic (Dan 7:13), and the members of the council knew exactly what Jesus was saying: He was claiming to be God come in human flesh!”


c.  “Jesus unequivocally answered, ‘I am’, that is, ‘I am the Messiah, the Son of God.’  This is the first time in Mark’s Gospel that He openly declared He is the Messiah.  In proof of this—something the Jews expected the true Messiah to provide—Jesus made a startling prediction.  Applying words from Ps 110:1 and Dan 7:13 to Himself, He stated, ‘And you (His human judges) will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand’ (exalted to the place of highest honor and authority) of the Mighty One (literally ‘the Power’ a Jewish substitute title for ‘God’) and coming on (literally ‘with’) the clouds of heaven’ (to judge).  The fact that they ‘will see’ this did not mean Jesus would return in their lifetimes.  Rather it referred indirectly to bodily resurrection in judgment before the exalted Son of Man who will one day judge those who were judging Him.  Then it will be unmistakably clear that He is God’s Anointed One, the Messiah.”


d.  “Jesus’ response is unlike that recorded in Matthew.  Here He simply says ‘I am’, and since it is a direct answer to a direct question, it may not imply divinity, but what follows this answer certainly seems to.  Jesus goes on to quote a combination of Ps 110:1 and Dan 7:13.  Jesus, in short, says this august body will see the Son of Man both seated in the place of highest honor and authority (next to the Father’s place of honor and authority) and also coming on the clouds to judge.  Both statements imply at least some sort of divine or quasi-divine status for the Son of Man.  Thus Jesus is boldly claiming a status even higher than the high priest has asked about.”


e.  “Jesus was not in the way of spontaneously referring to himself as the Messiah.  But to the high priest’s question he answered, ‘I am’.  How Matthew and Luke understood this reply may be seen from their renderings of it: ‘You have said so’ or ‘You say that I am’.  That is to say, if Jesus must give an answer to the high priest’s question, the answer cannot be other than ‘yes’, but the choice of words is the high priest’s, not His own.  The words that followed, however, were His own choice.  It is as though He said, “If ‘Christ’ is the term you insist on using, then I have no option but to say ‘yes’, but if I were to choose My own terms, I should say that you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Almighty and coming with the clouds of heaven.’  (Here ‘power’ is a substitute for the divine name.)  What, then, does this saying mean, and why was it declared blasphemous by the high priest?  It means, in brief, that while the Son of Man, Jesus himself, stood now before His judges friendless and humiliated, they would one day see Him vindicated by God.  He says this in symbolic language, but the source of this symbolic language is biblical.”


f.  “With a forthright assertion, Jesus answered, ‘I am’.  The remainder of his reply is couched in terms taken from Dan 7:13 and Ps 110:1.  The right hand of power is the right hand of God.  Christ assured His judges that the day would come when they would see Him as Messiah, exercising the power of deity and coming in judgment.”


g.  “The phrase ‘from this very time on’ in Matthew and ‘from now on’ in Luke “point to the earthly evidences of this heavenly power.  The Sanhedrin were to see with their own eyes the advancing kingdom of the Son of Man in the world.  With this limitation of time, the language cannot refer to what was to take place at the end of the world, but to what was to take place continually in the world from that time on.  It was to become immediately the scene of the Messianic kingdom.”


h.  “From now on [Mt], namely from the death of Jesus on, which the Sanhedrin is bound to effect and which will usher Jesus into glory, these Sanhedrists, too, shall see His glorification.   In the miracles that occurred at the time of His death they shall begin to see, in His resurrection likewise, and thus onward in every manifestation of His power, including especially also the destruction of Jerusalem and the Jewish nation.  …At this supreme moment and before this supreme court of His nation Jesus must under oath make a full and complete and not merely an abbreviated statement of the full realities concerning His office and His person.  …Jesus submits to this human governmental authority although He was no less a person than the Son of God.  He submits as a man.  He does this even though this governmental agency is abusing its authority and its power in the most flagrant way.”


i.  “The day will come, He affirms, when those who now judge Him will see Him with unmistakable clarity enthroned at God’s side, invested with power and majesty, and assigned the task of the eschatological Judge.”
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