John 1:1
Mark 14:50



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb APHIĒMI, meaning “to abandon; leave behind.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the eleven disciples produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “after abandoning.”
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him,” referring to Jesus.

“And after abandoning Him,”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PHEUGW, which means “to flee: they fled.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the eleven disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all.”  This is emphatic by its inclusion and its placement at the end of the statement.

“they all fled.”
Mk 14:50 corrected translation
“And after abandoning Him, they all fled.”
Explanation:
Mt 26:56b, “Then all the disciples left Him and fled.”

Jn 16:32, “Behold, an hour is coming, and has come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.”
1.  “And after abandoning Him, they all fled.”

a.  Mark concludes the story of the arrest of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane with the action of the disciples following the arrest of Jesus.  All the disciples fled.  Was this cowardice on their part?  Yes, absolutely.  Remember the boasting just a few hours before this?  Mk 14:29-31, “Then Peter said to Him, ‘Even if all will fall away, but not I.’  And Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I say to you, that today, this night, before a rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.’  However, he kept saying insistently, ‘If it is necessary that I die with You, I will never deny You!’  Now they all were also speaking similarly.”

b.  The Jewish authorities wanted to arrest all of them and have them all tried for blasphemy and treason.  But John’s gospel says the Lord intervened before Peter attacked the servant of the high priest, Jn 18:8-9, “Jesus answered, ‘I told you that I am He; so if you seek Me, let these go their way, to fulfill the word which He spoke, ‘Of those whom You have given Me I lost not one.’”


c.  The Lord predicted that His sheep would be scattered.  Therefore, they would be allowed to flee rather than be captured along with Jesus in order to fulfill the word of God,  Mk 14:27, “And Jesus said to them, ‘You will all be led into sin, because it stands written, “I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.”’”  What was their sin?  Fear, which motivated their abandonment of Jesus.


d.  Here is a difficult question for us: ‘If Jesus said that their abandonment of Him was a sin, then why did He ask the temple guard to let them go?’  By asking the Jewish leaders to let His disciples go, Jesus wasn’t implying that the disciples should run away and hide in fear.  Jesus was asking the authorities to hold Him and Him alone responsible for any wrongdoing and consider His disciples as innocent followers of Him.  This allowed each disciple to make their own free will decision to flee or stay with Jesus as free men who would testify on His behalf before the Sanhedrin.  The disciples made their own decision to flee; thus, their own responsibility for their own sin, which occurred after Jesus had secured their freedom of action.


e.  There are really two sins involved here by the disciples: (1) the abandonment of Jesus began with their mental attitude sin of fear, which motivated them to leave Him behind and desert Him; this was their cowardice in the face of the enemy; (2) the action of running away and hiding from the authorities (John is the exception—he ran away but quickly came back and did not hide as Jesus was being interrogated by the former high-priest, Annas).  Therefore, we have the mental attitude sin of fear and the action of fleeing from the danger of being associated with Jesus.


f.  There is no justification for sin.  Therefore, there is no justification the actions of the disciples.  But before we sit up too high on our self-righteous high horse, let us remember that “There, but for the grace of God, go I.”  We would have done the exact same thing.

2.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “When Jesus’ response made it clear that He would not resist His arrest, the disciples’ loyalty and their confidence in Him as the Messiah collapsed.  Everyone deserted Him and fled.  No one remained with Jesus to share His suffering—not even Peter.”


b.  “Realizing something of the seriousness of the situation all the disciples fled panic-stricken, leaving Jesus alone with His captors.”


c.  “Mark says they have all fled, presumably from Gethsemane to some safe haven within or near Jerusalem (Bethany?).”


d.  “Jesus’ protest does not have, and probably was not expected to have, any effect on the guard.  Jesus knows what is to happen, and is prepared for the Scriptures to be fulfilled.  The effect is rather on His disciples who now can have no doubt that Jesus does not intend to resist arrest, and is prepared to go to His death.  The increasing fears of recent days have been proved valid, and their resolution crumbles.  The five words of this verse say all there is to be said,  It is a factual statement rather than one of blame, and in the circumstances it is hard to see what other option the disciples had once Jesus had made it clear that He would not sanction violent resistance.  They could hardly volunteer to go with him [WHY NOT?]: it was only Jesus the guards had come to arrest.  And to follow surreptitiously behind the guards as Peter did could not be expected to achieve anything: for Peter it was the way to even deeper disgrace.  They ran away because there was nothing else for them to do.”
  How about, ‘They ran away because they feared for their own lives’?


e.  “They had stood by Him until His words and acts made it evident that Jesus was committed to a policy of non-resistance. After that, to stay was simply to involve themselves in His fate, and for that, not courage, but faith was lacking.  This is the explanation of their conduct during this crisis; their faith had suffered an eclipse.  To the rest of the Jews, His non-resistance and the failure of heaven to interfere in His behalf were conclusive proof of the falseness of His Messianic claim.  To the disciples, whose simpler and less sophisticated 
mind was deeply impressed with the varied proof of greatness afforded in their intimate association with Him, but who had the same Jewish ideas of the Messiah, these untoward events were an occasion of profound doubt and perplexity, but not of actual un-belief. But doubt removes courage; the disciples fled because their faith wavered.”
  It was more than faith wavering; it was sin nature control of their souls.


f.  “No attempt appears to have been made to apprehend the fugitives.  The sole concern of the arresting party was Jesus Himself.”
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