John 1:1
Mark 14:13



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send: He sent.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural cardinal adjective DUO plus the ablative of the whole from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “two of His disciples.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”

“And He sent two of His disciples and said to them,”
 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb HUPAGW, which means “to go.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is to occur right now.


The active voice indicates that the two disciples are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS, meaning “into the city.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular future active indicative from the verb APANTAW, which means “to meet.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the disciples will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the two disciples.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “a man.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun KERAMION, meaning “an earthenware vessel, jar ὕδατος (water) jar Mk 14:13; Lk 22:10.”
  With this we have the genitive of content from the neuter singular noun HUDWR, meaning “of water.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb BASTAZW, which means “to carry: carrying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what will be happening at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the man will produce the action of carrying a jar of water.


The participle is circumstantial.
“‘Go into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a jar of water;”
 is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb AKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the two disciples are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Finally, we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to the man.

“follow him;”
Mk 14:13 corrected translation
“And He sent two of His disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a jar of water; follow him;”
Explanation:
Lk 22:8-10, “
And Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and prepare the Passover for us, so that we may eat it.’  They said to Him, ‘Where do You want us to prepare it?’  And He said to them, ‘When you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the house that he enters.’”

1.  “And He sent two of His disciples and said to them,”

a.  Mark continues the story of the preparations for the last supper by telling us what Jesus instructed two of His disciples to do to prepare for that dinner.  He sends two of his disciples on a mission to get the room, food, and drink prepared for that evening.  The two disciples obey without hesitation or objection.  They serve their Master as they are supposed to do.


b.  These two disciples are not identified by Mark, perhaps in order to protect them from the Roman authorities, who are probably now looking for the disciples of Jesus in order to arrest them.  It is likely that this gospel was written during Nero’s persecution of Christians.  Mark does not name the two disciples, but Lk 22:8 tells us that they were Peter and John.  Luke was written during Paul’s second Roman imprisonment (see the end of Acts), and Peter may have already been arrested when Luke wrote his gospel.  John was certainly not arrested.

2.  “‘Go into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a jar of water;”

a.  Jesus then directs Peter and John to go into the city of Jerusalem (they are currently staying in Bethany or Gethsemane) and wait for a man to come and find them.  Notice that they are not told to look for the man.  He will meet them.  This implies that the man has already been instructed by Jesus or someone else to find Peter and John.  This also implies that the man was told to carry a jar of water when he did this.  This also implies that the man knew what Peter and John looked like.  The man had to know who he was looking for in the crowd of thousands of people inside the city.


b.  The fact the man is carrying a jar of water is the signal that this is the person who is safe to follow to the place where the dinner will be held.  All this has been prearranged without Judas’ knowledge for obvious reasons.  It is not normal for men to carry water jars or get water from a well.  That was the job of women.  Thus this unusual sign was the sign that the two disciples could trust this man.


c.  There is no specific symbolism in the man carrying the jar of water, the jar, or the water, since no symbolism or typology is mentioned.  Since it is not mentioned, we have no right to conjecture any such symbolism.


d.  It is curious that Mark doesn’t say where the disciples were to go inside the city of Jerusalem.  Were they to go to the East Gate, the court of the Gentiles, the court of the Jews, or some other known landmark where this man could locate them?  There were literally tens of thousands of people milling about in the city, and it was especially crowded around the temple.  How was a man with a jar of water, who probably lived in Jerusalem, supposed to find two students of Jesus from Galilee, whom he had probably only seen but never met among this throng of people?  The mere fact that they made contact with each other was a minor miracle.  However, Lk 22:10 tells us “When you have entered the city, a man will meet you,” which suggests that the man was at the East Gate of the city (the one closest to Gethsemane) waiting for them to come through the gate.  This would make it easy for him to identify them (by the Galilean dress and speech).

3.  “follow him;”

a.  After the man with the water jar finds them, Peter and John are directed to follow him.  Obviously the man will take them and show them where the upper room has been prepared for the supper.


b.  The fact that Jesus tells them to follow him suggests or implies that the man can be trusted, which further implies that the man was a believer, a follower of Jesus, and someone Jesus could trust.  What a contrast with Judas!  This unknown believer has a permanent place in the message of the gospel and an eternal home in heaven, while Judas spends eternity in infamy in the lake of fire.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The carrying of water was usually a woman’s work. Hence, a man would be more noticeable carrying a jar of water.”


b.  “Peter and John saw to it that the supper was prepared.  It would not be difficult to locate the man carrying the jar of water because the women usually performed this task.  Was this man John Mark’s father?  Did Jesus eat the Passover in an upper room in John Mark’s home?  These are fascinating speculations, but we have no evidence that can confirm them.  However, we do know that John Mark’s home was a center for Christian fellowship in Jerusalem (Acts 12:12).”


c.  “The need for security, the disciples’ question (v. 12), and Jesus’ subsequent directives seem to indicate that He had carefully reserved a place in advance where they could eat the Passover meal together undisturbed.  Jesus and His disciples were probably in Bethany.  Thursday morning He sent two of them—Peter and John—into Jerusalem with instructions for locating the reserved room.  For security reasons the participants remained anonymous and the location was kept secret.  A man carrying a jar of water would meet the two disciples, presumably near the eastern gate.  This unusual, eye-catching sight suggests that it was a prearranged signal because normally only women carried water jars (men carried wineskins).  They were to follow this man, apparently a servant, who would lead them to the right house.”


d.  “Not surprisingly, various commentators have puzzled over this passage, and the usual conclusion is that we have here examples of Jesus’ prophetic foresight.  But one must note the close similarity between this passage and Mk 11:1–6, where Jesus sends two disciples into a village, telling them what they will find and do.  There are eleven consecutive words in the Greek that are identical when one compares Mk 11:1–2 to Mk 14:13.  Prophetic foresight may be what Mark is trying to suggest, but if so, nothing is made of the fact, and the disciples do not react with astonishment.  Perhaps we have here an indication that Jesus had been to Jerusalem before and there was a familiar place where He took meals within the city (for the Passover had to be eaten, if at all possible, within the Holy City), and in fact arrangements complete with secret signal had been made in advance for Him and His disciples to show up in a particular house on that night.  The likelihood that this is a correct conclusion is increased by a careful reading of the Fourth Gospel, which suggests that Jesus made repeated trips up to Jerusalem during His ministry.”
  Jesus had been in Jerusalem for the festival of lights in December and could have easily made these arrangements at that time.


e.  “Many commentators point out that water jars (as opposed to wineskins) were nearly always carried by women; a man carrying one would therefore be a noticeable sign.  Households that could afford slaves always had them carry the water; in many cities, servants were sent to the public fountains to bring rainwater that had been stored in cisterns.”


f.  “In that day women typically fetched water, so it was unusual for a man to be carrying a pitcher, which is why this was a distinctive sign for Peter and John.  There is a simple explanation for Jesus using an upper room; He needed a large room to recline thirteen men around a table, and without the engineering to support a suspended floor slab, the largest room in a house was usually on the upper floor.  It seems that this house was Mark’s father’s home; if so, the man carrying the pitcher may have been Mark.  The house owner must have been a disciple for him to respond to the ‘Teacher’s’ wish (Lk 22:11).”


g.  “Because the feast was celebrated in Jerusalem and the night had to be spent there, the thousands of people from all over caused a serious accommodation problem.  This was solved by declaring Jerusalem to be national property for the purposes of the feast.  Inhabitants were compelled, as far as possible, to supply the pilgrims with place to stay.  This explains why Jesus could obtain an upper room.”


h.  “The instructions given to the disciples are so detailed and confident as to indicate a prearranged plan; Jesus has a contact in Jerusalem whose premises He has arranged to use for this special meal.  Indeed, it is not very likely, given the pressure on space in Jerusalem at Passover time, that a suitable room could have been made available without prior arrangement.  The phrase ‘a man will meet you’ suggests that the man is on the lookout for them, rather than a chance encounter.”


i.  “It may be assumed that the owner of the house was a man of courage, who had determined to shelter the ‘heretic’ Galilean and His outlawed company of followers.  He may have been the one who arranged for the lamb to be sacrificed and who secured the other requirements for the meal.”
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