John 1:1
Mark 13:9



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the second person plural present active imperative from the verb BLEPW, which means “to watch out; beware; look out, etc.”


The present tense is a customary and durative present for an action that is reasonably expected to begin and continue for the rest of their lives.


The active voice indicates that the disciples and all believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning: “with reference to, with regard to, with respect to, or for yourselves.”  This is followed by the third person plural future active indicative from the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to deliver over.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Jews will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal use of the intensive pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples and other believers.  Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter plural noun SUNEDRION, which means “to the governing board: local council, as it existed in individual cities Mt 10:17; Mk 13:9.”
  The local city councils served as the courts at that time, and the word ‘court’ is a more appropriate translation to convey the idea of a legal court rather than a municipal city council.

“However, you watch out for yourselves; they will deliver you over to the courts,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine plural noun SUNAGWGĒ, meaning “in the synagogues.”  Then we have the second person plural future passive indicative from the verb DERW, which means “to be flogged.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the disciples and other believers will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and in the synagogues you will be flogged,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine plural nouns HĒGEMWN and BASILEUS with a connective KAI, meaning “before governors and kings.”  Then we have the second person plural future passive indicative from the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand; in the passive voice you will be made to appear.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the disciples will receive the action of being made to appear before governors and kings.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition HENEKA plus the ablative of cause from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “because of Me; on account of Me, or for My sake.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular noun MARTURION with the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “for a testimony to them.”

“and you will be made to appear before governors and kings for My sake, for a testimony to them.”
Mk 13:9 corrected translation
“However, you watch out for yourselves; they will deliver you over to the courts, and in the synagogues you will be flogged, and you will be made to appear before governors and kings for My sake, for a testimony to them.”
Explanation:
Mt 24:9, “Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name.”

Lk 21:12, “But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and will persecute you, delivering you to the synagogues and prisons, bringing you before kings and governors for My name’s sake.”
1.  “However, you watch out for yourselves; they will deliver you over to the courts,”

a.  In contrast to what is going on throughout the rest of the world, believers are to watch out for themselves.  This especially applies to those evangelized during the Tribulation by the 144,000 Jewish evangelists and the two witnesses (Moses and Elijah).  The near fulfillment of this refers to the treatment the disciples will receive from the Jewish leadership during the next forty years.  The far fulfillment refers to the conditions during the Tribulation facing all believers, Jewish or Gentile.


b.  The subject “they” refers to unbelievers, the agents of Satan and the Antichrist and False Prophet (the dictator of Israel).  The anti-Christian agents of this unholy trinity will have the authority to arrest Christians for being Christians and then deliver them over to the courts for prosecution.  What will believers be charged with?  They will be charged with the crime of being Christian.  This is exactly what Islam does with Christians under Sharia Law.

2.  “and in the synagogues you will be flogged,”

a.  Jesus adds what the Jewish unbelievers will do to Jews who believe in Christ.  Believers will be flogged in the synagogues.  The fact this is done in the synagogues indicates that the subject performing the flogging are Jews and the object receiving the flogging are Jews.


b.  The near fulfillment of this prophecy occurred with the persecution of Christians by Saul of Tarsus.  The far fulfillment occurs throughout the Tribulation.


c.  In the previous statement we had the persecution of believers by Gentile unbelievers.  In this statement we have the persecution of believers by Jewish unbelievers.

3.  “and you will be made to appear before governors and kings for My sake, for a testimony to them.”

a.  Jesus continues His prophecy by telling the disciples that they (and future believers) will be forced to appear before local rulers and national rulers because of their faith in Christ for the purpose of testifying to them about the person and work of Jesus.  The testimony is that Jesus is the Christ and that there is salvation through no one else but Him.  The Jewish and Gentile rulers of the world will receive the same presentation of the gospel as all other people of the world.  God is not willing that any should perish.  These rulers of the world will not be able to say they never heard or didn’t get an equal chance to be saved.


b.  This was clearly fulfilled by Paul in the case of appearing before Sergius Paulus (Acts 13:7), Felix (Acts 23:24), Festus (Acts 25:1), King Agrippa, and Nero.  This will also be fulfilled during the Tribulation.  Imagine the two witnesses of Tribulation testifying about Jesus before the Antichrist and the False Prophet.(This was also fulfilled by Jesus before Pilate.)


c.  The fact that believers will “be made to appear” indicates that they are under arrest and being forced to defend their belief in Christ, which logically makes belief in Christ a crime.  This is true in Islamic nations today, where Christianity is not tolerated.  How much worse will it be during the Tribulation?

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Synagogues become the centers of persecution.  Hence this group of sayings deals with the contacts of the Christian Church with the synagogue rather than those of Jesus Himself.   The reason for the condemnation and punishment of Christians, however, is their discipleship and confession of Christ.”


b.  “SUNEDRIA is the same word as the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem.  These local councils were modeled after that in Jerusalem; Gentile rulers as well as before Jewish councils.”


c.  “These local councils of the Jews were modeled after the one at Jerusalem.  They were the local courts of discipline.  The sentences were carried out in the synagogues.  But the Jewish believers will not only be brought before Jewish authorities, but Gentile ones as well (rulers and kings).  The words ‘for a testimony against [to] them’ refer to the appearance of Christians before magistrates on a charge of loyalty to the Name of Christ, and that this in itself would be a proclamation of the Name to those who might otherwise from their social position have failed to hear the gospel.  Paul faced Nero or at least his representative in the court at Rome, and proclaimed the gospel to the assembled audience.  But the language goes beyond this, to the Jewish remnant in the Great Tribulation.  The setting is Jewish.”


d.  “Believers would face increasing opposition and persecution from sources both official (Mk 13:9–11) and personal (Mk 13:12–13).  It was important that the believers use these experiences as opportunities to witness for Jesus Christ.  Persecution would begin in the local Jewish courts, but it would move to the higher courts where governors and kings would be involved.  You see a similar development recorded in the Book of Acts (Acts 4–5; 7; 12; 16; 21–28).”


e.  “With the admonition, ‘Be on your guard’, Jesus warned His disciples to be alert against wrongful retaliation under persecution.  They would be handed over for trial to the local councils, local Jewish courts held in the synagogues.  And they would be publicly flogged, that is, beaten with 39 strokes (2 Cor 11:24), in the synagogues as heretics.  Because of their loyalty to Jesus Christ they will stand before Gentile civil authorities, that is, provincial rulers, as witnesses to them.  Their witness to the gospel during their defenses would become, in God’s final judgment, incriminating evidence against their persecutors.”


f.  “The disciples are not to worry about what they can’t control; they must concentrate, according to verse 9, on preparing themselves, for they can do something about how they will react when they are carted before (Jewish) judicial councils and beaten in the synagogues for heresy (the famous forty lashes minus one, which Paul says he endured on several occasions—2 Cor 11:24).  In fact, three times in 13:9–13 the disciples are told they will be handed over, even by members of their own family.  What is important about this last remark is that those who endured the lash did so in order to be able to remain a part of the synagogue.  Otherwise they would have simply left.  Also they will be delivered up to Roman governors and rulers, and they will have to stand trial on Jesus’ account.  This last remark makes clear that the subject here is not general abuse but rather specific punishment for evangelizing.  The point is that they will be witnessing in a hostile environment, and so be testifying against their accusers who reject their message.”


g.  “Before a.d. 70, local courts, or councils deciding cases, were probably run by local elders or priests; in later times rabbis would staff them.  Synagogues were the local places of public assembly and thus provided the natural place for hearings and public discipline.  Sometimes discipline was administered in the form of flogging; under second-century rules, this meant thirteen harsh strokes on the breast and twenty-six on the back; the smiter was to strike as hard as possible.  These words would have particularly pained Jewish Christians, because they signified rejection among their own people.”


h.  “The warning [watch out for yourselves] is not so that they should try to escape persecution, but to prepare them to endure it faithfully.  It is people in general who will be against them.  The disciples must be prepared for official opposition in both Jewish and Roman courts (as the Book of Acts well illustrates).”


i.  “The disciples will experience rejection and abuse because of their association with Jesus.  His experience will become the cruel prototype of their own.  Regarded as apostates by Jewish authorities, they will be arraigned before the local courts and subjected to public scourging in the synagogues as heretical men.  After trial before the Jewish courts, they will be turned over to the Gentile authorities, presumably as disloyal provincials who disturb the peace and incite to riot.”
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