John 1:1
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 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to rise up: will rise up.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that nations will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun ETHNOS, meaning “nation.”  With this we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of relationship (here an oppositional relationship) from the neuter singular noun ETHNOS, meaning “against nation.”
  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun BASILEIA, which means “kingdom.”  Again we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of relationship from the feminine singular noun BASILEIA, meaning “against kingdom.”

“For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom;”
 is the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the situation being described will produce the state of existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun SEISMOS, meaning “earthquakes.”
  With this we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of space from the masculine plural noun TOPOS, meaning “in place after place Mt 24:7; Mk 13:8; Lk 21:11.”

“there will be earthquakes in place after place;”
 is the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the situation being described will produce the state of existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine or masculine plural noun LIMOS, meaning “famines.”
  The word “also” found in the NASB translation is not found in the Greek text.

“there will be famines.”
 is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ARCHĒ, meaning “the beginning.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine plural noun WDIN, meaning “of birth-pains 1 Thes 5:3 of the terrors and torments traditionally viewed as prelude to the coming of the Messianic Age Mt 24:8; Mk 13:8.”
  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “These things.”  We have a predicate nominative and subject nominative with no verb, which indicates the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI = to be: “[are].”  The word “merely” as found in the translation of the NASB is not found in the Greek.

“These things [are] the beginning of birth-pains.”
Mk 13:8 corrected translation
“For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in place after place; there will be famines.  These things [are] the beginning of birth-pains.”
Explanation:
1.  “For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom;”

a.  The Lord has just told the four disciples that believers will hear about wars and rumors of wars, but [it is] not yet the end of the Jewish Age.  He goes on to explain that nations will go to war against other nations and kingdoms will go to war against other kingdoms.

b.  Although this has been true throughout the history of the Church, this prophecy refers specifically to the Tribulation.  Therefore, one of the major characteristics of the Tribulation is warfare all over the world by nations fighting one another.  Once the Holy Spirit, who restrains this universal desire for war in order to protect believers, is removed from His restraining ministry with the resurrection of the Church, the traditional hatred of neighboring nations will rise to an all-time high.  National leaders will no longer feel any restraint on taking revenge for long held grudges against other nations.

2.  “there will be earthquakes in place after place;”

a.  Jesus adds that there will be one earthquake after another in place after place around the world.  Today we hear of a major earthquake somewhere once or twice a year.  In the Tribulation this will become a much more common occurrence.  Can you imagine a daily earthquake along the major fault lines for years during the Tribulation?  It would be impossible to build anything under such conditions.  Entire road and rail systems would be destroyed.  Sewer and water systems would be destroyed.  Big cities would be a mess.


b.  The phrase ‘place after place’ indicates that no place on earth will be immune to these earthquakes.  They will affect everyone everywhere.  Relief efforts by humanitarian organizations such as the Red Cross would be overwhelmed and unable to continue any kind of help after a few months.

3.  “there will be famines.”

a.  The wars and earthquakes will have a devastating effect on farming.  If the armies are using a ‘scorched earth’ policy, then all farmland will be destroyed to prevent providing local food to the enemy.  No army will be able to sustain itself off the farms of the country it invades.  Farmers will destroy their own crops to prevent the enemy from being able to use them.


b.  The earthquakes will destroy road systems, which will prevent farmers from getting their crops to market.  Earthquakes will also destroy electrical grid systems, thus denying power to stores, which results in the inability to keep food fresh through refrigeration.  The destruction of water delivery systems will also create the destruction of crops.


c.  And on top of this there will not be enough rain to grow crops.  Drought will create famine on a scale never seen throughout the world.  Nations like the USA will not be able to feed the world.


d.  Rev 6:8, “Then I looked, and behold, [there was] a grey horse, and the one sitting on it, his name [was] ‘Death’.  In fact Hades was following along with him.  Furthermore, authority was given to them over a fourth of the [population of the] earth, to kill with the sword [warfare] and with famine and with fatal illness and by the wild animals of the earth.”  Rev 18:8, “Therefore in one day her [Babylon the great = Rome] plagues [judgments] will come, death and grief and famine.  Furthermore she will be consumed by fire, because omnipotent [is] the Lord God who judged her.”


e.  The near fulfillment of this prophecy would refer to the great famine of 46 A.D. mentioned in Acts, and there were many earthquakes mentioned by historians.  But there was no general situation of nations rising up against nations between 30 and 70 A.D.

4.  “These things [are] the beginning of birth-pains.”

a.  Some commentators use this statement as their justification for saying that all the previous things refer to events during the Church Age.  However, this prophecy is specific to the events prior to the return of Christ and deal with the Tribulation.  Therefore, this phrase refers to the general characteristics of the first half of the Tribulation.


b.  There are two ways of looking at the birth that is about to take place.



(1)  It could be the revealing of the man of lawlessness, the Antichrist, whose (figurative) birth takes place when his statue is set up in the Holy of Holies in the temple in Jerusalem.



(2)  It could be the second advent of Christ.


c.  Since the context says that the wars, earthquakes and famines are the birth-pains that occur prior to the delivery of something, we have to look at the context that follows to discover what it delivered.  That next event is found in Mk 13:14, “However when you see the abomination of devastation standing where it must not...”  Verses 9-13 digress to give the general characteristics of the life of believers prior to and during the first half of the Tribulation.


d.  Therefore, the beginning of birth-pains refers to what occurs during the first half of the Tribulation prior to the abomination of devastation being erected in the Jerusalem Temple.
5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “War often leaves famine in its wake (2 Kg 25:2–3; Ezek 6:11).  Famine is also caused by man’s abuse of the environment, or it can be sent by God as a judgment (1 Kg 17:1).  There have always been earthquakes, and some are evidences of God’s wrath (Rev 6:12; 8:5; 11:13; 16:18).  Since natural disasters have many causes, it is dangerous to dogmatically make them ‘the signs of the times’.”


b.  Walvoord sees these statements as referring to the Church Age:  “The words ‘birth pains,’ the sharp pains preceding childbirth, picture divine judgment (Isa 13:6–8; 26:16–18; Jer 22:20–23; Hosea 13:9–13; Micah 4:9–10).  They refer to the period of intense suffering preceding the birth of the new Age, the messianic kingdom.  [The last statement suggests the Tribulation.]  This emphasis—‘the end is still to come’ (Mk 13:7d) and ‘these [things] are the beginning of birth pains’—suggests that an extended period of time [he means the Church Age] will precede ‘the end’.  Each generation [implying the Church Age, since the Tribulation occurs within one generation, not several] will have its own wars and natural disasters.  Yet all these events fall within God’s purposes.  Human history [clearly a reference to the Church Age] is heading toward the birth of the new Messianic Age.”
  The problem is that Jesus was not teaching the disciples Church Age doctrine, which was still a ‘mystery’.


c.  “In these verses (5-8) the Lord outlines the course of the present age [the Church Age], and speaks of the general characteristics that will prevail during the time of His absence.  Ever since He left this earth that which is outlined in verse 8 has been exemplified.  Nation has risen against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. Great disturbances have filled men’s hearts with dread, while famines and other sore troubles have made this world a scene of sadness and distress.  But the worst of all suffering is yet in the future.  These things are but the beginning of sorrows, even though they have continued for nearly twenty centuries.”
  All this is true, but not the subject of the context of what Jesus is teaching—the signs of the end of the Jewish Age.


d.  “It is striking how the various items mentioned here are the same as those mentioned in Rev 6, and in the same order, beginning with false prophets.”
  And Rev 6 refers specifically to events of the Tribulation and has nothing to do with the Church Age.


e.  “Jesus was explaining what would happen when Daniel’s Jewish clock started again.  The first subject that Jesus handled is the Tribulation itself, the restarting of the prophetic clock.  The revelation He gave was later developed more fully in Revelation, but there is a meticulous concurrence between these two prophecies.  The first three and a half years of the Tribulation are covered in verses 4–8; the second three and a half years of the Tribulation are covered in verses 9–14.  The problems which will beset the full seven year period will be: false messiahs, wars, earthquakes, famines, persecution, false prophets, etc.  The phrase the ‘beginning of birth pains’ marks the close of the first half of the Tribulation.  This beginning of travail is the birth pangs by which Israel will be born into the Millennial Age.  Before these labor pains end, the gospel will be preached in all the world (by the 144,000 witnesses of Revelation 7 and the two witnesses of Revelation 11; according to 7:14 multitudes will be saved).  These are general conditions of the second half of the seven year Tribulation.”


f.  “The word birth-pains is a term used by the Jews to describe the afflictions and woes that are to usher in the coming of the Messiah.”


g.  “The insistence that the crises listed in verse 8 are merely ‘the beginning of birth-pains’ suggests that the period before the appearance of the Messiah in triumph may be extended.  Events of greater significance and intensity than those described in verses 5-8 may be expected to follow [and we see these greater events in Revelation].  From this perspective, the parallel statements ‘the end is not yet’ and ‘these things are the beginning of birth-pains’ are delay-sayings, designed to prepare the people of God for facing a turbulent world with firm confidence and unwavering faith.”
  It is hard to tell from this statement whether Lane believes that this passage refers to the Church Age or Tribulation.
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