John 1:1
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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now; Then.”  With this we have the temporal conjunction HOTAN, which means “when” plus the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: you hear about.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples/believers will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses introduced by HOTAN to indicate an indefinite future occurrence.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun POLEMOS with the additive use of the conjunction KAI plus the accusative feminine plural from the noun AKOĒ with the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine plural noun POLEMOS, meaning “wars and reports or rumors of wars.”

“Now when you hear about wars and rumors of wars,”
 is the negative conjunction MĒ plus the second person plural present passive imperative from the verb THROEW, which means “to be disturbed or frightened 2 Thes 2:2; Mt 24:6; Mk 13:7.”


The present tense is a customary/futuristic/descriptive present, describing what is reasonably expected to occur at that future time.


The passive voice indicates that the believer is expected to not receive the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DEI, meaning “to be necessary; it must: this must.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the entire action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the situation being described produces the action of having to take place.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the aorist deponent infinitive from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to take place, occur, happen.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject producing the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb DEI = it is necessary/must.

“do not be frightened; this must take place;”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the negative temporal adverb OUPW, which means “not yet.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun TELOS, meaning “the end; termination, conclusion.”
  Not stated, but implied, is the ellipsis or deliberate omission of the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[it is].”

“but [it is] not yet the end.”
Mk 13:7 corrected translation
“Now when you hear about wars and rumors of wars, do not be frightened; this must take place; but [it is] not yet the end.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now when you hear about wars and rumors of wars,”

a.  Jesus continues His prophecy about the Tribulation as He sits on the Mount of Olives looking at the city of Jerusalem.  He goes on to explain that there will be wars and rumors of wars during this period of time.  This statement has been construed by some commentators to be an explanation of the Church Age, because in fact there are lots of wars and rumors of wars during the Church Age.  The same thing will occur during the Tribulation with the greatest war of human history at the end of that seven-year period.  In fact, the Lord returns at the Second Advent to put an end to that war and all wars.


b.  The point being made here by Jesus is that the advent of wars and lots of rumors of wars does not signal the return of Christ.  Many people thought World War II was a sign of the Second Advent, since it was the greatest war thus far in human history.

2.  “do not be frightened; this must take place;”

a.  The Lord then makes His first point to believers regarding this issue—they are not to be afraid by the fact there are wars and rumors of wars.  Why?  Because we have the protection of the Lord in these circumstances.  The Lord is going to protect believers during the Tribulation who know what to do and do what the Scripture tells them to do.  As we shall see later in this discourse, believers are to flee to the mountains, where they will be protected and provided for by the Lord, while this great final war takes place.


b.  Then Jesus makes an interesting statement—wars and rumors of wars must take place.  Pacifists faint at the thought and ask, “How can a God of love say that wars must take place?”  People forget that Satan is the ruler of this world and he does what he wants as a part of his total rebellion against God.  God permits this rebellion to prove that Satan has free will, and cannot blame God for making him the way he is.  He has made himself the way that he is.  God is not to blame.  This has to be proven in the case of Satan, just as it has to be proven in the case of every individual.  Therefore, God permits free will to run its course until He has made His point, which no one can deny—the point being that we are responsible for who and what we are and have no one else to blame.  Therefore, God permits wars to take place as a function of allowing the sin nature of His creatures to play out the drama of human history.  In the end the Lord will put an end to wars and rumors of wars and to the function of all sin natures.


c.  In the meantime the application for us is the same as it is for the believers of the Tribulation—wars are coming; therefore, be prepared for war.  To sit back and hope or believe that you will not be attacked is idiocy.  The Lord has given us fair warning that war is coming.  If we are not prepared, it is no one’s fault but our own.  We have a right to defend ourselves, and to not do so is criminally stupid.
3.  “but [it is] not yet the end.”

a.  The Lord goes on to tell us that wars and rumors of wars are not the end of the Tribulation.  They have occurred throughout the Church Age and will continue to occur during the Tribulation.  However, these little wars (like the civil war in Syria right now) and the rumors of wars are not the end of the Tribulation.


b.  The end of the Tribulation will have the great war of the kings of the north, south, east and west all marching through Israel.  It won’t be a regional war, but the war to end all wars.  And before this occurs, the great sign of the coming of the end will be the setting up of the idol of the Antichrist, the man of lawless, in the temple in Jerusalem.  And prior to that there will be:



(1)  hail and fire having been mixed with blood thrown to the earth; and one-third of the land was destroyed by fire, that is, a third of the trees were burned up and all the green grasses, Rev 8:6.



(2)  something like a great mountain being burned with fire thrown into the sea.  And a third of the sea became blood.  And then a third of the creatures in the sea, the ones having life, died; also a third of the ships were destroyed, Rev 8:8-9.



(3)  And a great meteor fell from the heaven on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters and many of the human race died by the waters because they were poisoned, Rev 8:10-11.



(4)  a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were darkened, and the day might not shine for a third of it, and the night likewise, Rev 8:12.



(5)  a star [Satan] from heaven having fallen to the earth was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss and locusts came out on the earth; and power was given to them like the scorpions of the earth have power.  It was given to them [demons out of the Abyss] that they might not kill them [unbelievers], but that they will be tortured for five months; and their torture [is] like the torture of a scorpion when it strikes a man, Rev 9:3-5.



(6)  the four angels [demon commanders], who had been kept in readiness for this hour and day and month and year, were released, in order that they might kill one-third of mankind.  In fact, the number of the armies of cavalry [is] two hundred million; from these one-third of mankind was killed Rev 9:15-18.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The prediction, of Jesus in the Olivet Discourse, that wars will continue to be fought on earth until He returns in sovereign power and imposes peace by overwhelming force (Mt 24:5–7; 25:31; Mk 13:7–8), leaves little room for the dream entertained by pacifistic socialism of the establishment of a warless society that abolishes murder and violence by doing away with capital punishment and the use of arms in national defense.”


b.  Robertson gives evidence of the near fulfillment of this prophecy: “Already there were outbreaks against the Jews in Alexandria, at Seleucia with the slaughter of more than fifty thousand, at Jamnia, and elsewhere.  Caligula, Claudius, Nero will threaten war before it finally comes with the destruction of the city and temple by Titus in a.d. 70.  Vincent notes that between this prophecy by Jesus in a.d. 30 and the destruction of Jerusalem there was an earthquake in Crete (a.d. 46 or 47), at Rome (a.d. 51), at Apamaia in Phrygia (a.d. 60), at Campania (a.d. 63).  He notes also four famines during the reign of Claudius a.d. 41–54.  One of them was in Judea in a.d. 44 and is alluded to in Acts 11:28.  Tacitus [the Roman historian] describes the hurricanes and storms in Campania in a.d. 65.”


c.  “He also warned them not to be disturbed by political conflicts among the nations.  The Roman Empire had enjoyed a measure of peace for many years, but it would not last.  As the empire decayed and nationalism developed, it was inevitable that nations would come into conflict.  The ‘Pax Romana’ [peace of Rome] would be gone forever.”


d.  “Jesus warned His disciples against misinterpreting contemporary events such as wars and natural disasters as indications that the end is at hand.  They were not to be alarmed and thereby diverted from their work whenever they would hear of wars (sounds of battle close at hand) and rumors (‘reports’) of wars far away.  It is necessary that these things come about.  They fall within God’s sovereign purposes, which include permitting wars as a consequence of human rebellion and sin.”


e.  “Wars and rumors of wars must needs be, because the only One who could have saved the nations from these calamities has been spurned and crucified.  Jesus clearly foresaw all this, and therefore pictured the exact state of things which we now see to have followed His ascension to heaven when rejected by the world.”


f.  “Notice the use of DEI (it is necessary), likely indicating that this is part of God’s eschatological plan, and so the disciples should not be alarmed.  They should also not be misled to think this is the End.”


g.  “The first three and a half years of the Tribulation are covered in vv. 4–8; the second three and a half years of the Tribulation are covered in vv. 9–14.  The phrase the ‘beginning of birth pains’ (verse 8) marks the close of the first half of the Tribulation.”


h.  “The disciples are to be calm and not to jump to hasty conclusions.  Wars are sure to happen, and their occurrence is not to be seen as having any eschatological significance.  This is why they are not to panic: history will continue to take its regular course.”


i.  “These (wars and rumors of wars) are signs of the end, for they signal the rotten condition of the world, but not of the end immediately to ensue.  These war noises are not to upset the equanimity of the disciples.  Why?  It must be due to the condition of the world and to God’s judgment upon that condition.  These are only a part of the birth-pains.”


j.  “Jesus warned that is was also possible to misinterpret the significance of contemporary events such as war or natural disasters.  These developments are within the sovereign purpose of God, who controls the historical destinies of the nations.  These things must happen, but they do not signify the end, or even that the end is near.”
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