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 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “Many” plus the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: will come.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (many) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in My name.”
  This is followed by the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what will take place at that time.


The active voice indicates that many will produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial, adding an additional circumstance to the action of the main verb.

“Many will come in My name, saying,”
 is the conjunction HOTI, used to introduce direct discourse and translated by quotation marks.  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I am.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the entire state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the many will produce the action of declaring that they are someone.  “To establish identity the formula EGW EIMI is often used in the gospels in such a way that the predicate must be understood from the context: Mt 14:27; Mk 6:50; 13:6; 14:62; Lk 22:70; Jn 4:26; 6:20; 8:24, 28; 13:19; 18:5f.”
  Thus we have to supply the predicate object: “[He; the One; the Messiah; the Lord; the Expected One, etc.]”


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many.”  Finally, we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb PLANAW, which means “to lead astray; mislead; deceive.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that many will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

““I am [the One]!” and will deceive many.”
Mk 13:6 corrected translation
“Many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am [the One]!’ and will deceive many.”
Explanation:
1.  “Many will come in My name, saying,”

a.  Jesus continues to answer the four disciples’ question concerning when the temple will be destroyed and what will be the sign of this coming event.  The answers Jesus will give in this discourse do not deal with the Church Age, but with the events of the end of the Jewish Age, which still has seven more years to run during the Tribulation—the period of human history from the resurrection of the Church until the second advent of Christ.


b.  One of the signs of the coming destruction of worship in the Jews’ temple will be the coming of many men claiming to be the Messiah.  They will come and proclaim that they are the return of Jesus, the Christ.  How many is ‘many’?  We don’t know and it doesn’t matter.  The point is that there will be plenty of false messiahs that arise during the Tribulation and proclaim to be the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “‘I am [the One]!’ and will deceive many.”

a.  The key title that these imposters will use is the name “I am,” which is how God identified Himself to Moses from the burning bush.  These imposters will proclaim that they are the God of Israel, who said His name was “I am.”  The phrase “the One” is not found in the Greek, but is implied logically for the purpose of English thought.  The complete statement would be something like: “I am the One called ‘I am’.”  Using the title “I am” is the equivalent in the Jewish mind of saying “I am the Messiah,” since the Messiah was believed to be the same God who said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” (Ex 3:14).  Compare Dt 32:39, “See now that I, I am He [italics are mine], and there is no god besides Me; it is I who put to death and give life.”

b.  These false Messiahs will deceive many.  Who are the many?  The many are Jewish and Gentile believers of the Tribulation from all over the world, who are desperately expecting and awaiting the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Antichrist (the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire) and False Prophet (the dictator of Israel) will use these false prophets to lure believers out of hiding, so they may be put to death as a part of Satan’s worldwide holocaust on all believers of the Tribulation.  The leader of deception in the world is Satan.  It is what he does.  And his greatest deception in human history will be to set up his Antichrist as the greatest of false Messiahs through the lying wonders he performs.


c.  Will many Church Age believers be deceived by false messiahs during the Church Age?  We certainly have many passages that discuss believers being deceived by false teaching (see the previous verse), but there are no statements in the New Testament epistles about believers being deceived by false messiahs.  In fact the return of Christ for the Church is so radically different than His return at the Second Advent that there is not even time for any deception.  The resurrection of the Church to join the Lord in the air occurs in the twinkling of an eye (that is, in a flash of light).  There is no time for any deception.  However, the Tribulation gives Satan a period of seven years to deceive people.


d.  As with most prophecy there is a near and far fulfillment of the prophecy.  The near fulfillment occurred during the grace period at the start of the Church Age (the forty years from 30-70 A.D.) and before the beginning of the end of the Jewish Age (the last seven years of the Tribulation).  The far fulfillment will occur during the seven years of the Tribulation.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a. “Yet, as Jesus says in Mk. 13:6, at the end of the days many will come ‘in My name saying “I am” and will deceive many’.  And in Mk 13:21ff. He gives the warning: ‘and then if someone says, “Behold, here, the Christ, behold, there, do not believe; false-christs will arise.”   Here the context does not provide any predicate for ‘I am’.  It is rather a fixed and pregnant formula which applies only to Christ and which is abused by false prophets and pseudo-Messiahs at a time when the final manifestation of Christ is expected and when the question: ‘Are You the Christ? must be asked again of every significant figure.  Christ Himself must combat misuse of the I-formula which is proper to Him alone, and He tells His disciples what will happen (Mt 24:26 f.) in order that they will not give credence to any arrogant ‘I am he,’ but wait patiently for the decisive ‘I am’ from the lips of the exalted Christ.  ‘I am’ thus becomes here a technical formula for the self-revelation of Christ which has already made a modest beginning in the present and will be completed in the future.  This gives the ‘I am’ of Mk 13 a particular significance and leads to the Johannine meaning and use of the formula.  The central passage is Jn 8:24–29.”


b.  “Our Lord warns the disciples, not only against the deceptions of those who claim to be the Messiah, but against following them and thus being led astray.  The phrase ‘in my name’ is literally, ‘upon the basis of my name,’ thus, basing their claims on the use of my name.  The name ‘Christ,’ (Messiah) was a title with which to conjure [charm, trick], for Israel was looking for its Messiah.  Such impostors came upon the basis of the name, holding out a false Messianic hope, claiming powers which belonged to the true Christ, even if they did not assume the title.  The word ‘name’ is used here to designate all that the Messiah is in His Person and His work.  These impostors claimed to possess all that.”


c.  “The pages of history are filled with the tragic stories of false messiahs, false prophets, and their enthusiastic but deluded disciples.  Jesus warned about false prophets (Mt 7:15–20), as did Paul (Acts 20:28–31), and John (1 Jn 4:1–6).  There is something in human nature that loves a lie and refuses to believe the costly lessons of the past.  How easy it is for spiritually blind people to follow popular leaders and gullibly accept their simple but erroneous solutions for the problems of life.  Jesus warned His disciples not to be deceived by these imposters, and that warning holds good today.”


d.  Ironside says that Mk 13:5-8 refers to the Church Age, “In these verses the Lord outlines the course of the present age, and speaks of the general characteristics that will prevail during the time of His absence.”
  However, since the Church was a mystery, not yet revealed, this is likely incorrect.  A more appropriate comment is that the characteristics of the first half of the Tribulation will be similar to various signs and events throughout the Church Age, but probably more so near the end of the Church Age.  Mills says, “The first three and a half years of the Tribulation are covered in verses 4–8; the second three and a half years of the Tribulation are covered in verses 9–14.”


e.  “Lane is likely right that we should see this as referring to various messianic pretenders in the age leading up to the temple’s destruction, not in our own day.  Unfortunately though, many a Jew was to be misled by such people, including the Zealots, and ironically, rather than saving Israel, this was to lead to the destruction of the temple.”
  Lane and Witherington see these verses (Mk 13:5-8) as applying to the period of 30-70 A.D.  This would make sense using the criteria of a near and far fulfillment of the prophecy.


f.  “These words refer to the coming of false messiahs, who will claim the position and authority that belong to Christ alone.  The prediction has been fulfilled on numerous occasions. Perhaps the most outstanding personage making such a claim was Bar Cochba (A.D. 132).”
  “The most celebrated case of a false Christ is that of Bar Cochba, the leader of the great insurrection under Hadrian in a.d. 132.  The insurrection was on a scale such that it required the whole force of the Roman Empire to put it down.  The leader’s name was Simon, but the title Bar Cochba (‘son of a star’) was given him with reference to the prophecy in Num 24:17 of the star that would come out of Jacob.  Rabbi Akiba, the most celebrated doctor of his time, applied this prophecy, with that in Hag 2:6f, to Simon, and announced him as the Messiah.  He is commonly known in Jewish literature (and in letters from a cave near En-gedi) as Bar Coziba, probably from his birthplace.  Immense multitudes flocked to his standard, and Christians in Palestine were severely persecuted.  Coins were issued in his name.  After tremendous efforts the rebellion was crushed and Jerusalem was converted into a Roman colony that Jews were forbidden to enter.”


g.  “There is no plausible context in first-century Judaism within which we can envisage anyone making a simple claim to divinity by adopting the divine name from Ex 3:14, and in any case such a claim would be so blatantly false as to need no warning.  So we must assume some predicate with the verb, and probably the best way to take it in the light of the meager contextual guidance is that they were not so much claiming to act on Jesus’ authority as in fact aiming to usurp His place, not by claiming to be Jesus redivivus [brought to life again; restored] but by arrogating to themselves the role which was rightly His, that of Messiah (note that Matthew so interprets it, by adding ).”

� BDAG, p. 366, meaning 17.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (3rd ed.) (p. 283). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� BDAG, p. 275.


� Volume 2: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 1964- (G. Kittel, G. W. Bromiley & G. Friedrich, Ed.) (electronic ed.) (p. 353). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.


� Wuest, K. S. (1997). Wuest’s Word Studies from the Greek New Testament: For the English Reader (Mk 13:5). Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.


� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible Exposition Commentary (Mk 13:5). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Ironside, H. A. (1948). Expository Notes on the Gospel of Mark. (p. 195). Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers.


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Mt 24:4–Mk 13:27). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� Witherington, B., III. (2001). The Gospel of Mark: A socio-rhetorical commentary (p. 343). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.


� The Wycliffe Bible Commentary: New Testament. 1962 (C. F. Pfeiffer & E. F. Harrison, Ed.) (Mk 13:6). Chicago: Moody Press.


� Volume 1: The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Revised. 1979–1988 (G. W. Bromiley, Ed.) (p. 666). Wm. B. Eerdmans.


� France, p. 510.





2
4

