John 1:1
Mark 13:37



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “what.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the disciples.  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I am saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “to all” and referring to all believers.  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I am saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Now what I am saying to you I am saying to all,”
 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb GRĒGOREW, which means “to be on the alert Mt 24:42; 25:13; 26:41; Mk 13:35, 37; 14:38; Acts 20:31; 1 Cor 16:13; 1 Thes 5:6; 1 Pet 5:8; Rev 3:2f; 16:15.”


The present tense is a static and customary present, which describes a constant state of being that is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that believers are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
““Be on the alert!”’”
Mk 13:37 corrected translation
“Now what I am saying to you I am saying to all, “Be on the alert!”’”
1 Thes 5:6, “Consequently therefore let us not sleep as the rest, but be alert and self-controlled.”

1 Cor 16:13, “Be on the alert; be steadfast in doctrine; be courageous; become strong.”

Explanation:
1.  “Now what I am saying to you I am saying to all,”

a.  Our Lord concludes His dissertation or discourse on the Tribulation with one final warning.  However, this warning is not just to the disciples, but inclusive of all believers.  There are other warnings in Scripture of final judgment for unbelievers, but this warning is specifically for all believers.

b. The direct object “to you” refers specially to the four disciples to whom Jesus has been addressing His answer to their question (verse 4).  The direct object “to all” refers to the other disciples and by extension to all believers, especially those believers living in the last generation of the Church Age and the believers in the Tribulation.

2.  ““Be on the alert!”’”

a.  One final time, Jesus gives the warning that has been repeated throughout this Olivet Discourse—“Be on the alert.”  We are to watch out for the signs of the Lord’s coming.



(1)  Mk 13:5, “Then Jesus began to say to them, ‘Watch out lest someone mislead you.”



(2)  Mk 13:9, “However, you watch out for yourselves;”



(3)  Mk 13:23, “However, you watch out; I have told you everything beforehand.”



(4)  Mk 13:33, “Watch out, be on guard; for you do not know when this time will occur.”

b.  So what exactly are believers to be alert for?



(1)  Believers need to be alert for the resurrection of the Church, which begins the clock on the final seven years of the Jewish Age—the Tribulation.



(2)  Believers of the Tribulation need to be alert for the signs of the coming of the second half of the Tribulation—wars and rumors of wars, nations fighting against nations, earthquakes, famines, and other natural disasters, family members turning against believers and having them arrested and killed.



(3)  Believers need to be alert for the abomination of desolation being set up in the Temple in Jerusalem.



(4)  Believers need to be alert for the signs in the heavens regarding the sun, moon and stars no longer functioning and appearing as they have before.


c.  In summary all believers need to be alert for the signs of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ at the Second Advent to put an end to the physical rule of Satan on the earth.


d.  And what must believers do in order to continue to be alert?  Peter summed it up nicely, “but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  There is no other preparation than learning and apply the word of God to our daily spiritual life.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “While Christians today will not experience the terrible sufferings described in this chapter, we will have our share of persecution and tribulation in this world before the Lord returns (John 16:33; Acts 14:22).”


b.  “To every one the word is spoken, Watch!”


c.  “The discourse is revealed specifically to the inner circle so they will be prepared both for the birth pangs and the end whenever it comes.  They have been given the full explanation, but Jesus also gives a warning to all.”


d.  “This alertness, of course, implies that the Christian will be found doing what the master has commanded him or her to do, which includes sleep at appropriate times.  The wakefulness, then, is not the avoidance of physical sleep, but a moral wakefulness that does not allow the world to lull one into a laxity about the directions that Christ has given and the standards he has set.”


e.  “Mk 13:37 makes it clear that Jesus did not confine these remarks to the apostles but addressed them to all mankind, some of whom will be watching and some of whom will be sleeping at the first phase of the implementation of the Kingdom of God, the rapture.  The beginning of the tribulation will come as a snare to all men (Lk 21:35); i.e., no one will be able to predict it, but those who are prepared for it will escape the tribulation (Lk 21:36).  I reason that Jesus gave a hint of the pre-tribulation rapture in the saying recorded in Lk 21:36.  Our Lord followed this teaching with the parable of Mk 13:34–37 which emphasizes, by means of a graphic illustration, the imminence with which the believer should expect his escape from the tribulation (the means of escape is the rapture first revealed in 1 Thes 4:13–5:11).  The petition of Lk 21:36 is not made in the hope that the supplicant will escape, but is made in order that the supplicant will escape.  There is stress on the believer’s utter dependence on God.  Just as responding to the appeal to be saved in Acts 2:38 resulted in salvation, which in turn assured escape from Jerusalem in ad 70, so accepting Christ as Savior will assure escape from the tribulation.  Some use this verse to argue for a partial rapture of the church as they interpret it as indicating that only mediocre Christians will have to endure this torment.  However, as this interpretation is out of harmony with the doctrine of the believer’s eternal security and leaves those many ‘mediocre’ believers who died before the tribulation ‘lucky,’ I reason that this verse clearly indicates it is possible to escape the tribulation and consequently to be in the presence of Christ instead.  To be consistent with other scriptural doctrine, then, this must mean that all believers will escape (1 Thes 5:9), even those who will be ashamed at Christ’s coming.  So this very much indicates a pre-tribulation rapture!”


f.  “The time of the appearing of the Son of Man in glory is unknown, but the fact that he will come is certain.  The Church is called to live vigilantly in the certainty of that coming.”
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