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Mark 13:32



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” with the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the article and noun HĒMERA and the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning at the beginning of a sentence: “with regard to or with reference to that day.”  This is followed by the coordinating use of the conjunction Ē, meaning “or.”  Then we have the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun HWRA, meaning “hour.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the negative cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no one.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present status as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that no on produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“However with regard to that day or hour no one knows,”
 is the negative adverb with the coordinating conjunction OUDE, used as an ascensive adverb, meaning “not even” as in Mt 6:29.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun AGGELOS, meaning “the angels.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular noun OURANOS, meaning “in heaven.”  Then we have the negative coordinating conjunction OUDE again, meaning “nor” after the previous use of this same word.  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son.”  Then we have the conditional particle EI with the negative MĒ, which together mean “unless; except.”
  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”

“not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, except the Father.”
Mk 13:32 corrected translation
“However with regard to that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, except the Father.”
Explanation:
Mt 24:36, “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.”
1.  “However with regard to that day or hour no one knows,”

a.  The Lord continues discussing His second advent by contrasting what He is about to say with what He has said in verses 28-30, “you know that summer is near.  So also you, when you see these things happening, know that He is near, right at the door.  Truly I say to you, this generation will never pass away until all these things take place.”  Jesus is still answering the disciples’ question of verse 4, “when will these things be?”  Most importantly Jesus is referring to His statement in verse 26, “And then they will see the Son of Man, coming in clouds with great power and glory.”


b.  The phrase “the day and the hour” refers to the point of time in human history when people on earth will see the Son of Man (“Me”), coming in clouds with great power and glory.  Commentators have interpreted this three ways:



(1)  The coming (the Greek word PAROUSIA) refers to the coming of Christ for His Church as a separate event from the Second Advent.



(2)  The coming refers to the coming of Christ at the Second Advent as a separate event from the resurrection of the Church (the body of believers between Pentecost and this coming).



(3)  Combining the two events (coming for the Church and the Second Advent) as one and the same event—this is the position of postmillennialists, who believe the ‘Rapture’ or resurrection of Church Age believers occurs at the Second Advent of Christ.  I totally reject this view.


c.  The question then becomes: Does the day and the hour refer to the resurrection of the Church or to the Second Advent?



(1)  Many commentators believe that this “day and hour” statement refers to the resurrection of the Church, because we have absolutely no information in Scripture regarding when it will occur.  It is imminent, and therefore, no one really knows when it will occur.  However, the strongest argument against this possible interpretation is that nowhere in the previous context of this discourse is the Church mentioned or even remotely alluded to.



(2)  Other commentators believe that this “day and hour” statement refers to the Second Advent, because the previous context has been all about the events leading up to the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  I agree with this assessment.  However, the problem that others argue against this interpretation is that we know the exact day when this will occur, because of the other statements in Scripture regarding the 42 months or last half of the Tribulation (42 months of 30 lunar days each equals 1260 days [Rev 12:6] from the setting up of abomination of desolation in the Temple in Jerusalem).  Because of the Lord’s statement in verse 20 (“And if the Lord had not shortened those days, no flesh would have been saved; but because of the chosen, whom He selected for Himself, He shortened those days.”) some commentators believe that the 42 months may be shortened by a few days.  Thus no one knows the exact day Jesus will return.  Another argument that makes the exact day unknown is the statement in Dan 12:11-12, “From the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.  How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attains to the 1,335 days!”



(3)  Certainly no one knows the exact hour the Second Advent will occur and determining the exact day is also problematic.  Considering the fact that we don’t know if we should count days using the lunar or Julian calendar and the statements regarding 1260, 1290, and 1335 days, we don’t really know the exact day.


d.  “What is the day or hour to which this refers?  Certainly not the day or hour of the destruction of the temple: what the whole context, and not only the hard saying of Mk 13:30, emphasizes about that event is its nearness and certainty.  The event whose timing is known to none but the Father cannot be anything other than the coming of the Son of Man, described in Mk 13:26.”

2.  “not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, except the Father.”

a.  Jesus continues by declaring that God the Father has not revealed the exact day of the Second Advent to the angels in heaven (this includes both the elect and fallen angels).


b.  The word “Son” is probably a shortened form of the title “the Son of Man,” since the deity of Christ knows full well exactly when everything will happen.  It is His humanity that does not know the exact ‘day’ of the resurrection of the Church or the Second Advent.  Since the Father has not revealed the exact day of the Second Advent to any man, this includes the humanity of Christ during His incarnation.  Does the humanity of Christ know this now that He is at the right hand of the Father?  Certainly He does.


c.  God the Father is the only one who knows His plan regarding the exact day and hour of the Second Advent at the time Jesus spoke these words.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This disclaimer of knowledge naturally interpreted applies to the second coming, not to the destruction of Jerusalem which had been definitely limited to that generation as it happened in a.d. 70.”


b.  “In verse 32, the Lord Jesus, speaking in the capacity of the Son of Man under the self-imposed limitations of the incarnation, says that even He Himself did not at that time know the hour of the Second Advent, and of the time of the fulfillment of these other things grouped around that event.  Our Lord’s discourse here, looks through the needs of that generation in which He lived, to the future generation in Israel alive when He comes back to set up His kingdom.”


c.  “Though it will be possible for some to discern the proximity of the coming crisis, yet no one knows the precise moment when that day or hour will arrive (cf. v. 33) except the Father. Not even the angels nor the Son know.  This openly expressed limitation on Jesus’ knowledge affirms His humanity.  In His Incarnation Jesus voluntarily accepted human limitations, including this one, in submission to the Father’s will.  On the other hand Jesus’ use of ‘the Son’ title (only here in Mark) instead of the usual ‘Son of Man’ revealed His own awareness of His deity and sonship.  Nevertheless He exercised His divine attributes only at the Father’s bidding.  The words ‘that day or hour’ are widely understood to refer to the Son of Man’s second coming (Mk 13:26).  But that event will climax a series of preliminary events.  In light of Old Testament usage and this context it is preferable to understand ‘that day’ as referring to ‘the day of the Lord’.  The ‘day of the Lord’ includes the Tribulation, the Second Advent, and the Millennium (cf. Isa 2:12–22; Jer 30:7–9; Joel 2:28–32; Amos 9:11; Zeph 3:11–20; Zech 12–14).  It will begin suddenly and unexpectedly (cf. 1 Thes 5:2), so no one except the Father knows the critical moment.  [Walvoord solves this problem by relating the entire ‘day’ back to the resurrection of the Church, which begins ‘the day of the Lord’.]  In the pretribulational view of the future the coming of the Lord for His own (the Rapture) will occur before the 70th week of Daniel.  The Rapture is not conditioned by any preliminary events.  It is therefore an imminent event for each generation.  The Parable of the Absent House Owner (vv. 34–37) along with Matthew’s corresponding account (cf. Mt 24:42–44) support this view.  It precludes all date-setting and lends urgency to Jesus’ exhortations to be watching and working till His return.”


d.  “It is useless to try to work out some chronological system in order to locate the time of His coming.  This is a secret, unrevealed even to angels, and as Man on earth the Son Himself chose not to know.  It is the Father’s prerogative to set the time, as Jesus also declared in Acts 1:7 (“It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority”).  How slow men have been to accept this, and what blunders they have made by attempting to compute the time of His return!”


e.  “The point of verse 32 is that no one except God the Father, who made the divine plan, knows the timing of the coming of the Son of Man.  Notice that those ignorant are listed in ascending order of closeness in knowledge to the Father—no humans know, neither do any angels, nor does even the Son.  In view of the earlier indicators in Mark that Jesus is presented as a more than merely mortal figure, this saying is probably meant to suggest that Jesus saw himself as closer to God than the angels, at least in terms of knowledge of God’s will and plan.  The upshot of this is that if the Master does not know the timing of the parousia, neither do the disciples, and so they should not speculate.  The use of καιρος here must be equivalent to the reference to the day or hour in the previous verse, since they are discussing the same subject.”


f.  “Neither the incarnate Son nor the angels know the time of it, thus it is obviously quite impossible for human beings to determine it.  But though we cannot know exactly when Jesus’ coming will occur, we are informed of certain signs that will precede it.”


g.  “The beginning of the tribulation must be the date which only the Godhead knows, for once that date has been revealed Christ’s second advent can accurately be dated 2,520 days later (if that date is perchance ambiguous the event of the median date [Mt 24:15] cannot be so, so the final countdown of 1,260 days will eliminate any uncertainty about the date of Christ’s second advent).”
  “Mk 13:32 seems strange because it clearly says that Jesus (who is God and therefore omniscient) was ignorant of the date of the advent of the Kingdom of God, an event in which He Himself is the central character. Mark, with only three exceptions (1:1; 3:11; 15:39), refers to Jesus as the Son of Man and not the Son of God, so stresses His humanity and not His deity.  Of these exceptions Mark 3:11 must be seen as a distinctive reference, for demons would recognize Jesus’ deity and not His humanity; so Mk 1:1 and 15:39 effectively bracket all its references to the humanity of Jesus with these two references to His deity.  Phil 2:7 indicates that Jesus, in His humanity, emptied Himself of His deity, an emptying that must have included this knowledge; so at that moment in history, only the Father knew the particular date of Jesus’ second advent.  The tribulation period must mark a most significant point in the battle between God and Satan, for God does not entrust the secret of its date to even the angels of Heaven, and even the incarnate Son of Man felt it prudent to empty Himself of this knowledge for His earthly sojourn.  If even the angels of Heaven cannot work out the date of this event, then clearly it is beyond the power of human intellect to resolve!  So let it be!  In this parable, Jesus focused on the date of the institution of the Kingdom of God, which no man will know until the beginning of the tribulation [Mills solves the problem the same way Walvoord does], for when the tribulation period begins the 70th week of Daniel, which is 2,520 days long, will start.  So the countdown will be simple to follow from that point on.  While Christ was speaking of the second advent (i.e., the beginning of the millennium), the mystery surrounds the date of the beginning of the tribulation, for that will occur exactly 2,520 days before His second advent.”


h.  “The exact day and hour of Christ’s return are not humanly discernible. In fact, the time is known only by God the Father.  The statement that the Son did not know the time of the consummation is to be understood in the light of his self-limitation during the days of his humiliation (Phil 2:5-8).  He had assumed a position of complete subjection to the Father, exercising his divine attributes only at the Father’s bidding (cf. Jn 8:26, 28, 29).”


i.  France believes that the subject “that day or hour” refers to the PAROUSIA or coming of Christ, but does not connect it with either the resurrection of the Church or Second Advent specifically.  He also argues that the title “the Son” refers to the deity of Christ, but is not interested in a discussion about whether or not Jesus should know what the Father knows, if He is deity.  He concludes that the focus of the passage should be on the believer’s readiness for the future coming of Christ, and leaves it at that.
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