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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular article and noun SUKĒ, meaning “from the fig tree.”  Then we have the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb MANTHANW, which means “to learn.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PARABOLĒ, meaning “a narrative or saying of varying length, designed to illustrate a truth especially through comparison or simile: comparison, illustration, parable, proverb, maxim.”

“Now learn the illustration from the fig tree:”
 is the temporal conjunction HOTAN, which means “when.”  Then we have the temporal adverb ĒDĒ, meaning “already.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KLADOS with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “its branch.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective APALOS, which means “tender.”
  This is followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its conclusion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English helping verb “has.”


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the leaves) producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, used in temporal clauses to indicate the indefinite time of the action.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EKPHUW, which means “to put forth.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurs at that time.


The active voice indicates that the branch produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive as above.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, used as a possessive pronoun and noun PHULLON, meaning “its leaves.”

“when its branch has already become tender and puts forth its leaves,”
 is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know: you know.”


The present tense is a static present, which describes the state of being as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that believers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, which means “that” and is used after verbs of cognition to indicate the content of that cognition.  This is followed by the adverb of place or time EGGUS, which means “near.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun THEROS, meaning “summer.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that summer produces the action of being near.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“you know that summer is near.”
Mk 13:28 corrected translation
“Now learn the illustration from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.”
Explanation:
Lk 21:29-31, “Then He told them a parable: ‘Behold the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they put forth leaves, you see it and know for yourselves that summer is now near.  So you also, when you see these things happening, recognize that the kingdom of God is near.”

1.  “Now learn the illustration from the fig tree:”

a.  Jesus continues to teach His four disciples about the signs of the end of the Jewish Age and His return to earth by illustrating what He has been saying using an analogy to a common event that occurs every year.


b.  This is not referring to a previous parable about a fig tree, but is a new illustration or saying about fig trees in general.  Fig trees were a common occurrence on the hill of olive trees, where Jesus and the disciples were sitting overlooking the city of Jerusalem.


c.  There is no particular significance to the use of the fig tree as the illustration other than there was probably a fig tree there to which Jesus pointed as He spoke.

2.  “when its branch has already become tender and puts forth its leaves,”

a.  The branches of a fig tree become tender and put forth its leaves in the spring each year.  It was now almost 1 April on the Julian calendar, when this situation existed for the fig tree Jesus is using as an illustration.


b.  The point of the illustration is that any normal person can see what is about to happen in the future by reading the signs of what is happening now.  In other words, what normally happens after certain events occur in history—something that is expected to occur.  The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is expected to occur after the Tribulation has reached its peak and all these signs of which Jesus has spoken have taken place.  If believers pay attention to the signs of which Jesus has spoken, then they can reasonably expect His coming to deliver them.

3.  “you know that summer is near.”

a.  When the signs of spring appear, then it is reasonable to expect summer to follow.  When A has always been followed by B, then when A occurs, we should expect B to follow.  When the signs of our Lord’s coming have occurred, then the coming of our Lord will follow.


b.  This interpretation is the exact interpretation of this illustration given by Jesus in His next statement: “So also you, when you see these things happening, know that He is near, right at the door.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This parable of the fig-tree Luke applies to ‘all the trees’.  It is true about all of them, but the fig tree was very common in Palestine.”


b.  “The fig tree has a special association with the nation of Israel.  Most of the trees in Palestine are evergreens and do not change dramatically with the seasons.  Not so the fig tree; it is one of the latest to leaf out in spring, so its shoots are an indication that summer is indeed near.  As Christian believers today, we are not looking for ‘signs’ of His coming; we are looking for Him!  But people living during the Tribulation will be able to watch these things occur and will know that His coming is near.  This assurance will help them to endure (Mk 13:13) and to be good witnesses.”


c.  “The disciples’ first question (v. 4a) was, ‘When will these things happen?’  Jesus exhorted them to learn a lesson from the fig tree.  Though the fig tree was sometimes used as a symbol for Israel, Jesus did not intend such a meaning here.  In contrast with most of Palestine’s trees, fig trees lose their leaves in winter and bloom later in the spring.  Thus whenever the stiff, dry, winter twigs become tender, softened due to the rising sap, and leaves appear, then observers know that winter is past and summer is near.”


d.  “At verse 28 the message again shifts.  Here Jesus is once more talking about some event for which there are signs and indicators that something is about to happen.  This event can only be the destruction of the temple.  [I disagree; the event is the second advent of Christ.]  Here we have Jesus’ last parable in this Gospel, and it must be kept in mind that earlier the withered fig tree had been a symbol of God’s judgment on Israel.  This suggests that the same topic is being addressed here [not necessarily; that is reading one’s preconceived notion into the passage], in which case we are back to discussing ‘these things’ and the days leading up to the destruction of the temple.  The Mount of Olives would be a good place to tell this parable, since it was loaded with fig trees and at Passover in the spring the sap would begin to rise and the branches would grow tender and begin to break into leaf.  This is the harbinger of summer’s arrival.  This is to be seen as a sign that judgment is near. [Or a sign that deliverance (‘summer’) is near.]”


e.  “The purpose of this parable is to reveal that the signs which will precede Christ’s second advent will be compressed into a short time span.  The Palestinian fig tree normally buds with leaves in April, so is treated as a sure sign that summer is on its way.  The fig is one of the more significant shade trees in Palestine, so its leaves are viewed as providing welcome relief from the summer sun.  The fig tree in this parable is frequently, but incorrectly, identified with Israel, and its budding explained as the re-establishment of the Israeli nation in Palestine in 1948.  Lk 21:29, by including ‘other trees’ in the parable, denies this interpretation, and thus focuses attention on the short time span between spring and summer.  The leaves of the fig tree must be identified with ‘these things’; that is, the signs of the tribulation period.  Jesus was simply saying that as surely and as irresistibly as summer follows spring, so the generation who see the signs He had just prophesied (that is, the tribulation) will see His irresistible return.  This simply confirms that Daniel’s seventieth ‘seven’ (Dan 9:29) is to be taken literally—it means seven ‘prophetic’ years.  Revelation subsequently confirmed this by spelling out that the second half of the tribulation would endure for 42 months or 1,260 days (i.e., 42 prophetic months of 30 days each; Rev 11:2–3; 12:6; 13:5).  This period will thus be seven ‘prophetic years’ of 360 days each (the length of the typical Ancient Near Eastern year), i.e., 37 days short of seven solar years.  The parable of the fig tree and other trees, then, explains that the generation who enter Daniel’s seventieth week (the first seal of Revelation 6, which marks the beginning of Daniel’s seventieth week and is the first element of Jesus’ prophecy—Mt 24:5) will see Christ’s second advent.”


f.  “The fig tree would be in the condition described in the parable, tts branches tender, its leaves sprouting.  By calling the disciples to observe properly what was immediately at hand, Jesus reinforced His exhortation to observe what was happening in Jerusalem and Judea and to recognize its significance.”


g.  “The fig tree provides a ‘parabole’, this word being used now in a sense closer to the common conception of an illustrative example.  Verses 28-29 are in effect an extended simile: just as you learn of the approach of summer by observing the behavior of the fig tree, so you may learn of the coming of ‘it’ by seeing ‘these things occurring’.  In each case the appearance of the one is an infallible sign of the arrival of the other.”
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