John 1:1
Mark 13:27



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI plus the temporal adverb TOTE, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send: He will send.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that God (either the Father or the Lord Jesus Christ) will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun AGGELOS, meaning “the angels.”

“And then He will send the angels,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular future active indicative from the verb EPISUNAGW, which means “to gather together.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that God will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective EKLEKTOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning , meaning “His elect; chosen.”  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective TESSARES and noun ANEMOS, meaning “from the four winds.”

“and will gather together His elect from the four winds,”
 is the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the neuter singular noun AKRON, meaning “top, extreme limit; end: from the end.”
  With this we have the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun GĒ, meaning “of the earth.”  Finally, we have the preposition HEWS, meaning “until; to” plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter singular noun AKRON plus the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun OURANOS, meaning “to the top of heaven.”

“from the end of the earth to the top of heaven.”
Mk 13:27 corrected translation
“And then He will send the angels, and will gather together His elect from the four winds, from the end of the earth to the top of heaven.”
Explanation:
Dt 30:4, “If your outcasts are at the ends of the earth, from there the Lord your God will gather you, and from there He will bring you back.”

Ps 107:1-3, “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He has redeemed from the hand of the adversary

and gathered from the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.”
Isa 11:12, “And He will lift up a standard for the nations and assemble the banished ones of Israel, and will gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.”

Isa 43:5-7a, “Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and gather you from the west.  I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’  And to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’  Bring My sons from afar and My daughters from the ends of the earth, everyone who is called by My name.”

Zech 2:6, “‘Ho there!  Flee from the land of the north,’ declares the Lord, ‘for I have dispersed you as the four winds of the heavens,’ declares the Lord.”
Zech 2:11, “Many nations will join themselves to the Lord in that day and will become My people.  Then I will dwell in your midst, and you will know that the Lord of the Armies has sent Me to you.”
Mt 24:31, “And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.”

Rev 7:1, “After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree.”
1.  “And then He will send the angels,”

a.  The Lord continues to describe the events of the Second Advent to four of His disciples as they sit on the Mount of Olives looking down on the Jerusalem temple.  After the Lord’s return to the Mount Olives in His glorified resurrection body, He will destroy the invading armies of the kings of the north, east, west, and south.  When the battle is over and the land of Israel is safe and secure, the Lord will send forth the elect angels on a mission.


b.  The fallen angels are sent to the Abyss, the angelic prison under the earth, which is described in Revelation, chapter nine.  They will remain imprisoned there with Satan for the thousand years of the millennium never to bother mankind again.  From the Abyss they will be cast into the lake of fire, which has been prepared for the devil and his angels before the beginning of human history.  We are not told by Scripture exactly when they are sent there, but they logically go when Satan, their leader, is thrown into the lake of fire, Rev 20:10, “And then the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the beast and the false-prophet [are or were thrown].  And then they shall be tortured day and night forever and ever.”

2.  “and will gather together His elect from the four winds,”

a.  The mission of the elect angels is to gather believers to their Lord Jesus Christ in Jerusalem.  The ‘elect’ are those whom God has chosen to be with Him forever, because they have believed in Him.  The elect are both Jewish and Gentile believers still alive on earth at the Second Advent of Christ.


b.  The elect angels are said to gather these believers from the four winds, which is figurative language referring to every direction on earth.  We use the expression from the ‘four corners of the earth’ to indicate from every direction (since the earth has no corners; it is round).  We might say that the believers are gathered from every direction that the wind blows, which is another way of saying from all directions.  In other words, the elect angels go to every place on earth to find believers and bring them to Jesus.  Will this be difficult?  Not at all since a guardian angel will already be with each believer and be able to bring that believer to the Lord.


c.  How long will this take?  Air travel, trains, cars, and all other systems of travel will have already been destroyed by the great earthquake at the end of the Tribulation.  Therefore, typical human systems of travel will not be available.  Therefore, I suspect that the angels will just take hold of the believer and jet off to Jerusalem at the speed of angelic flight, whatever that might be.  It will certainly be a thrill for the believer.


d.  We should remember that the Old Testament believers, Church Age believers and Tribulational martyrs all return with Christ in His second advent and do not need to be gathered.  They are already with Him.  The only believers that need to be gathered are those who were told to flee to the mountains midway through the Tribulation and have been in hiding ever since.

3.  “from the end of the earth to the top of heaven.”

a.  This prepositional phrase is appositional to the previous prepositional phrase; that is, it further defines and explains what the previous prepositional phrase means.  Just in case one of the disciples didn’t understand what Jesus meant be “from the four winds,” He now explains by defining the phrase “the four winds” by the expression “the end of the earth to the top of heaven.”  No believer is left behind in heaven during the second advent of Christ.  All believers come with Him in power and glory.


b.  This too is figurative or metaphorical language to describe the concept of going to every possible place to find every possible believer and deliver them safely to the Lord in Jerusalem.  The point being made by Jesus is that no one will be abandoned, forgotten, misplaced, and left behind.  Every single member of His flock will be accounted for.  This is another application of the parable of the one lost sheep that the Lord goes and finds.  No Tribulational believer will come stumbling out of a cave ten years into the millennial reign of Christ and ask, “Where did everyone go?”  The Lord has complete accountability of every member of the family of God at all times.  We are never lost, never forgotten, and never left to fend for ourselves.  Jn 10:27-28, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them and they follow Me; furthermore I give eternal life to them, and they will absolutely not perish forever; in addition someone will not snatch them out of My hand.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In oriental and OT cosmology1 the earth is thought to have four corners. To these correspond the four winds (Rev 7:1), which are here controlled by four angels.”


b.  “The Greek is very brief, ‘from the tip of earth to the tip of heaven.’  This precise phrase occurs nowhere else.”


c.  “The gathering of the elect refers here to the regathering of all of Israel at the second advent of Messiah.  Israel will be saved in sovereign grace, and restored to fellowship with and service to God for the Millennial Kingdom.”
  “Mk 13:27 describes the regathering of Israel from the nations to which they have been scattered throughout the world (Dt 30:3–6; Isa 11:12; Jer 31:7–9).”
  This ignores the deliverance and gathering of all Gentile believers to the Lord.

d.  “The Lord sends forth His angels to gather together His elect (the remnant out of Israel and the nations who will be waiting for Him in that day) from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.”
  “The elect are those whom God has chosen; they are now both Jews and Gentiles who come to believe in Jesus Christ and are gathered worldwide.”


e.  “The gathering of the elect of the Son of man will be from the whole world not by extracting Jewish exiles from their places of captivity, but by including people of all nations in what had been hitherto the Jewish community of the people of God.  This is the fulfillment that the gospel will be proclaimed to all nations.”


f.  “The ends of the earth is drawn from the imagery of Dan 7, but the phrase may contain a hint of the Gentile mission.  It cannot simply be a reference to the gathering in of faithful Jews from all over the world.”


g.  “The scope of the activity of the Son of Man through the angels is universal, for Mark’s formula ‘from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven’ synthesizes two OT expressions which means ‘everywhere’.”
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