John 1:1
Mark 13:26



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI plus the temporal adverb TOTE, meaning “And then.”  This is followed by the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see: they will see.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice functions in an active sense, which indicates that the people of the earth will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of relationship or identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the Son of Man.”

“And then they will see the Son of Man”
 is the appositional accusative masculine singular from the present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: coming.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is occurring at that moment.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the Son of Man) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural noun NEPHELĒ, meaning “in clouds.”  This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS and adjective POLUS, meaning “with great power.”
  Finally, we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “and glory.”

“coming in clouds with great power and glory.”
Mk 13:26 corrected translation
“And then they will see the Son of Man, coming in clouds with great power and glory.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then they will see the Son of Man”

a.  Jesus continues describing the events of the end of the age to His four disciples, while sitting on the Mount of Olives and looking down upon the city of Jerusalem and the temple grounds.  The Lord has just described the stars falling from heaven, and the powers, the ones in the heavens, being shaken.  He continues His discourse with the most significant event that will occur in the heavens.

b.  The subject ‘they’ refers to three categories: (1)  the believers of the earth, who are waiting and watching for their deliverance; (2) the unbelievers of the earth, who will see Him whom they have pierced; and (3) Satan and the fallen angels, who have dreaded this coming throughout human history.


c.  These three categories of beings will literally see with their eyes the coming or return of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth at His second advent.  They don’t metaphorically see; they literally see.  Just as this is literal ‘seeing’, so in the previous statement we had literal ‘falling’.  You don’t get to pick and choose what is literal and what is non-literal in interpreting a passage.


d.  The title Son of Man is also used as a paraphrase for the first person singular, which means that Jesus is saying “they will see Me!”  He is the ‘Son of Man’, a title of His humanity, which will return in His glorified resurrection body.  We know that the unbelievers will recognize Jesus of Nazareth as the person returning to the earth through the second and first heavens because of the statements made elsewhere in Scripture regarding their recognition of Him (see the passages cited below).  Every unbeliever of every religion, race, or nationality will recognize that the One coming toward the earth is the Lord Jesus Christ, the One in whom they did not believe.

2.  “coming in clouds with great power and glory.”

a.  The people of the earth will see Jesus coming.  They will see Him coming from the stellar universe and through the atmosphere of the earth.  And with Him they will see what appears to be clouds.  These clouds are not literal clouds, but look like clouds from a distance.  These ‘clouds’ are the believers, dressed in white robes, who return with Christ at His coming.  This is also described in other passages of Scripture (see below).


b.  The most important thing emphasized by our Lord that is associated with His coming at His second advent is His great power and glory.  Jesus did not come to the earth in His first advent with great power and glory.  He came as the weakest of all creatures—a helpless, human baby.  He came with no glory, being born in a stable in a small, insignificant town without fanfare or tribute.  The Second Advent is a demonstration of the Lord’s sovereignty and glory.  His second advent will be full of grandeur, magnificence, spender, beauty, and wonder.


c.  The Second Advent should not be confused with the return of Christ for His Church.  This event, which is the resurrection of the Church and commonly called the Rapture of the Church, occurs prior to the Tribulation, and triggers the events of the Tribulation.  The Second Advent of Christ occurs seven years later at the end of the Tribulation.  “Note the difference between this stage of the second advent and that depicted in 1 Thes 4.  Here the Son of Man comes to the earth with power and great glory.  There the Lord descends from heaven, but calls His saints to meet Him in the air.  Here He sends forth His angels to gather together His elect (the remnant out of Israel and the nations who will be waiting for Him in that day) from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.  There His heavenly election, the saints of the past ages and of the Church, the Body of Christ, will be raptured (caught up) to meet Him in the air, in order to return with Him in glory when this passage in Mark is fulfilled.”


d.  The power of our Lord’s coming will be demonstrated in the total destruction of the millions of men in the armies of the kings of the north, south, east, and west, who have Jerusalem surrounded.  The glory of our Lord’s coming will be demonstrated in the brilliant lightening flash which penetrates the supernatural darkness of that day.


e.  Biblical Descriptions of the Second Advent:

Dan 7:13, “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.”

Zech 14:1-7, “Behold, a day is coming for the Lord… In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, … Then the Lord, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him!  In that day there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle.  For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.”

Mt 16:27, “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds.”

Mt 24:30, “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.”

Mt 26:64, “Jesus said to him, ‘You have said it; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.’”

Mk 8:38, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”

Mk 14:62, “And Jesus said, ‘I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.’”
Lk 21:27, “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”

Acts 1:9-11, “And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.  
And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men [angels] in white clothing stood beside them.  They also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky?  This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”

Col 3:4, “When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”

2 Thes 1:6-10, “For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 
when He comes in that day to be honored with His saints and to be admired by all those who believed.”

Heb 9:28, “so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.”

Rev 1:7, “Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen [I believe it].”

Rev 19:11-16, “And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  
His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called ‘The Word of God’.  And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, ‘KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.’”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Son of man will come in clouds, clouds of glorified saints and angels.  Rev 19:11-16 speaks of this.  The word ‘clouds’ is used of a multitude of individuals in 1 Thes 4:17, where the saints will be caught up in clouds (no article) at the Rapture, and in Heb 12:1, where the writer visualizes the crowds that pack the Greek stadium.  The word was used in classical Greek of an army of soldiers.  The second advent of Messiah is spoken of here.”


b.  “At that time when the cosmic events just mentioned have taken place, men living on the earth then will see the Son of Man coming in clouds or ‘with clouds’.  The ‘clouds of heaven’ signify divine presence.  He will exercise great power and display heavenly glory.  This is Jesus’ personal, visible, bodily return to the earth as the glorified Son of Man.  Jesus described it in the familiar but elusive language of Dan 7:13–14.  His triumphant return will bring an end to the veiled nature of God’s kingdom in its present form.”


c.  “The Son of Man riding on a cloud chariot [?] is much like various OT descriptions of God’s coming, only in this case the function and role of the deity is taken by the Son of Man.”


d.  “Then there will be the celestial sign of Christ’s coming (possibly light to dispel the gloom).  What an awesome, blessed, magnificent sight it will be for His creation to see its Creator, Savior, and Judge returning, resplendent in power and great glory. The events around the return of Christ will occur in this sequence: first, the nations will be gathered at Armageddon to fight each other; second, at that same juncture, Christ’s return will be heralded by an unspecified sign in the sky which will be extended in time for all the world to see.  I imagine the sign in the Heavens to be the visible progress of Christ with His armies of spiritual beings (Rev 19:14), a bright and immense light obviously approaching the earth on a collision course.  As that light draws closer, the whole world will see (as the earth rotates) that at its center and head is Jesus, the Christ whom they rejected, judged, and crucified.  That action was public, and it is only fitting that His return should be public, for God can require no less than that all mankind who publicly rejected Him now publicly acknowledge Him.  For most it will be as Judge; for many, however, it will be as Savior.  Third, the earth’s population will be appalled at the obvious and imminent prospect of God about to judge mankind directly; so finally they will abandon their internecine war in order to unite in fighting God.  Mt 24:31 indicates that at Christ’s second advent He will have an elect on earth as well as in Heaven and that all of these will witness the establishment of His perfect rule on earth.  We will be part of the company who will accompany our Lord on His return to earth!  The mourning is the world’s nations lamenting over the fearful consequences of their past sins.  This lamentation will be the prelude to the attempted war of Rev 19:19 which will end in Christ’s total victory.  Revelation 19 reveals there will be two responses to Jesus’ return: joy in Israel and among saved Gentiles, and opposition from the armies of the Beast and the kings of the East, who will unite against Christ.  Man’s wickedness will be worldwide, so God’s judgment will be worldwide (Mt 24:28); and the measure of man’s wickedness will be full, so God will no longer chastise humanity by means of other people or even nature, but will do so directly.  Consider, for a moment, the absolute futility that will engulf humanity as they realize they face the raw power of God, not wrapped in the cloak of nature or human instrument, but spiritual and supernatural.  There will be every reason to lament.  The ‘elect’ of Mt 24:31 refers to the elect nation of Israel (not the Church) who will again have been dispersed among the nations of the world (Rev 12).  They will be gathered together so that they can enter the millennial peace in their own God appointed territory, the land of Israel.  The elect from the Heavens will reign with Christ through the millennium (Rev 20:4, 6), the elect on the earth will be the human population who will go into the millennium and who will repopulate the earth (because in the resurrection there will be no procreation).”


e.  “This is the personal, bodily return of Christ to the earth with great power and glory, which is described in such passages as Acts 1:11; 2 Thes 1:7-10; 2:8; Rev 1:7; 19:11-16.  Against the background of a darkened heaven, the Son of Man is revealed in the Shekinah glory of God.  The language used here is drawn from Dan 7:13.  His coming will be visible to all men.”


f.  “The world will be plunged into impenetrable darkness, and then, coming out of heaven, the Son of Man will appear in super-earthly brilliancy and glory.  This ‘power’ is Christ’s omnipotence, which is manifested already in what is done to the heavenly bodies [the sun, moon and stars]; and his ‘glory’ is the sum of all His divine attributes shining forth for men.”
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