John 1:1
Mark 13:20



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the second-class (contrary to fact) conditional particle EI plus the negative MĒ, meaning “if not.” Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KOLOBOW, which means “to shorten.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its conclusion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English helping verb “had.”


The active voice indicates that the Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, and noun HĒMERA, meaning “those days.” Mt 22:24 uses the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS both times after the word HĒMERA.

“And if the Lord had not shortened those days,”
 is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the indefinite particle AN (translated by the English auxiliary verb ‘would’) plus the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to be saved.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its conclusion. This is brought out in translation by use of the English helping verb “have.”


The passive voice indicates that subject ‘all flesh’ would not have received the action of being saved.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective PAS plus the noun SARX, meaning “all flesh.”  The negative (whether OU or MĒ) used with PAS and SARX literally means “not all flesh,” but is an idiom, meaning “no flesh = no one Mt 24:22; Mk 13:20; Rom 3:20; 1 Cor 1:29; Gal 2:16.”

“no flesh would have been saved;”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the masculine plural article and adjective EKLEKTOS, used as a noun, meaning “because of the chosen.”
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom,” followed by the third person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb EKLEGW, which means “to make a choice in accordance with significant preference, select someone/something for oneself: Mk 13:20; Jn 13:18; 15:16.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The middle voice is a reflexive middle, which emphasizes the subject producing the action in His own interest or for His own benefit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“but because of the chosen, whom He selected for Himself,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KOLOBOW, which means “to shorten: He shortened.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.

The active voice indicates that the Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun and noun HĒMERA, meaning “those days.”

“He shortened those days.”
Mk 13:20 corrected translation
“And if the Lord had not shortened those days, no flesh would have been saved; but because of the chosen, whom He selected for Himself, He shortened those days.”
Explanation:
1.  “And if the Lord had not shortened those days,”

a.  Jesus continues His description of the Tribulation with a second-class conditional statement (“The second class condition indicates the assumption of an untruth (for the sake of argument). For this reason it is appropriately called the ‘contrary to fact’ condition (or the unreal condition).
).  The premise is that the Lord (God the Father in His plan for the resolution of the angelic conflict) made a decision to shorten the length of the Tribulation.  For example, instead of the Tribulation lasting say 14 or 12 or 10 years, it only lasts seven years.  And instead of the Great Tribulation lasting all seven years or five years, it lasts just 3 ½ years.  Someone once tried to tell me that this literally means that God shortened the length of each individual day from 24 hours to 22, 20, 18, or 12 hours, which is completely ridiculous.  Nowhere does the Scripture say that God makes the earth spin faster to create a shorter period of day and night.  The number of days and years of prophecy have to match the length of days, months and years of the rest of human history to be accurate prophecy.


b.  The point being made here by the Lord is that human beings couldn’t survive the satanic attacks, the world war, and the judgments of God any longer than the perfect period of time planned by God.  The human race would be exterminated by Satan, if Satan had his way, and the Lord Jesus Christ comes at the Second Advent to put an end to the destruction by Satan and his forces of evil.

2.  “no flesh would have been saved;”

a.  After the conditional clause, we have the statement of fact and reality.  No human being or animal would have survived the destruction of all life on earth from the events, judgments and activity of Satan during the Tribulation.


b.  God must intervene to save life on earth: human life, animal life, and plant life.  If Satan had his way the end result would be the death of everything God had created.  Satan is the agent of death.  He is the agent of spiritual death, which results or eventuates in physical death.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the agent of life: spiritual life and all physical life.


c.  The Lord Jesus Christ returns at the Second Advent to save believers from the satanic attempt to destroy all life on earth.
3.  “but because of the chosen, whom He selected for Himself,”

a.  Jesus then declares the contrast to what Satan has planned.  God the Father planned and the Lord Jesus Christ executes the plan of election by selecting for Himself those whom He has chosen to be saved.  Who are the chosen?  Those who have believed in the Son of God.  This includes all believers of the Tribulation, both Jew and Gentile.  They are the chosen, whom the Lord has selected for Himself to be His own special possession.  


b.  The Lord returns at the Second Advent to save the elect, the chosen, the believers of the world.  The unbelievers will be judged by the baptism of fire and delivered to Hades to await the Last Judgment at the end of human history.  Believers will be delivered from their hiding places, extermination camps, and battlefields (the believers in the city of Jerusalem) to go into the millennium and repopulate the earth.


c.  “The elect are those whom God has chosen; they are now both Jews and Gentiles who come to believe in Jesus Christ and are gathered worldwide (Mk 13:27; Mt 24:31).  As God had promised Abraham, the gospel is now preached to all nations.  Yet, while many are called, ‘few are chosen’ (Mt 22:14).”

4.  “He shortened those days.”

a.  Jesus finally repeats again that God the Father shortens the length of the Tribulation, not the length of individual days.  The earth doesn’t suddenly start spinning faster, so that we have 18-hour days instead of 24-hour days.  The length of each day is the same as it has always been.


b.  Noah and his family was in the ark for over a year during the judgment on the earth.  The length of individual days never changed.  The Jews were in the Babylonian captivity for seventy years and the length of individual days never changed.  The Jews were given a 40-year grace period after the rejection of the Messiah before the destruction of Jerusalem and the length of individual days never changed.  The Jews have been without a Temple for almost 2000 years and the length of individual days has never changed.  God doesn’t changed the day and night He created, but He does shorten the period of the Tribulation to an exact number of days, which are mentioned in Rev 12:6, “Then the woman [Jewish believers] fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days.”  These days are the 42 months of Rev 12:14, “But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, so that she could fly into the wilderness to her place, where she was nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent.” And Dan 7:25, “He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time [one year], times [two more years], and half a time [six months].”  Compare Dan 12:7.  Compare also Rev 11:3, “And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.”

c.  “To ‘shorten the days’ means that He limits them to the three and a half years already determined and stops on time.”

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “God, in mercy will shorten the period of the Great Tribulation so that Israel, the nation, might not cease to exist.  In Rev 7:4–8, we have 144,000 of Israel, the preaching remnant in the Great Tribulation period.  These announce the coming of the Messiah, and lose their lives during that period by reason of the persecution of Antichrist.  In Revelation 14 we see them in the Glory.  The period of divine judgments will be shortened in order that the lives of God’s chosen-out ones, namely, Israel, might be spared.”


b.  “If the Lord had not already decided in His sovereign plan to cut short (terminate, not reduce the number of) those days, no one would survive, that is, be delivered from physical death.  But God set limits on the duration of the end-time Tribulation, because of the elect, those redeemed during ‘those days,’ whom He has chosen for Himself (cf. Acts 13:48).  While all this proved true indirectly in a.d. 70, the language of this verse suggests God’s direct intervention in judgment, an unmistakable characteristic of the end-time Tribulation.”


c.  “Three-and-one-half years would come to approximately twelve hundred and seventy-eight days [based upon a Julian calendar we use today rather than a lunar month, which was always 30 days and never 31 days or 28 days; the lunar calendar has twelve months of 30 days or 42 months of 30 days each, totaling 1260 days.]  But the power of the Beast will be limited to twelve hundred and sixty days.  The eighteen days of ‘shortening’ will permit the salvation of many from actual destruction.”
  “In the Roman period the official reckoning of time in Judea followed the Julian calendar (devised in 47 bc).  Caesar instituted a new solar calendar of 365 1/4 days, beginning on 1 January 47 b.c.  Although most of the former inconveniences were overcome in this new calendar it was still not accurate enough and by ad 325 there was a difference of four days between the Julian and the true solar year, so that the vernal equinox fell on 21 March instead of 25 March.  The Julian system was revised by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582.  Ten days were omitted from that year and the new leap year rules prevented further errors.”


d.  “The shortening of days refers to a curtailment of a period of suffering in Mt 24:22 and Mk 13:20.”


e.  “‘The days’ refers presumably to Daniel’s 1,260 days; given the severity of sufferings, the full period [a longer period of time like 1278 days of the Julian calendar] was too long to permit survivors.”


f.  “Apparently, this abominable idol will be set up in the last month of the first 3 1/2 years (Dan 12:11, “From the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.); and the final relief [the deliverance of believers] will occur 45 days after the end of the seven prophetic years (Dan 12:12, “How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attains to the 1,335 days!), a period [of 45 days] which may well be devoted to the judgment of the nations and the separation of the sheep from the goats.”


g.  “It is not possible to limit this verse to the situation in A.D. 70.  None of the suggested explanations based on such a limitation is satisfactory.  There are elements here that go beyond that time and are more correctly associated with the end of the age.  The reference to ‘the elect’ seems to point to the saved during the days of the Great Tribulation just prior to Christ’s return.”


h.  “It would be the number, and not the length of those days, that God would shorten.”


i.  “In this immediate context, the normal sense of the words ‘no flesh would have been saved’ is that no one would have escaped physical death if God had not shortened the period of tribulation.”
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