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 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (those days) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun HĒMERA with the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, used as an adjective, meaning “those days.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun THLIPSIS, which means “oppression, affliction, tribulation, trouble.”
  The phrase “a time of” used in the NASB translation is not found in the Greek.

“For those days will be tribulation”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular qualitative relative pronoun HOIOS, which means “of what sort; such.”  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; to be; to occur, happen, or take place.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the conclusion of a past, completed action.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that the tribulation produces the action of occurring, happening.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun TOIOUTOS, meaning “such as.”
  Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the feminine singular noun ARCHĒ with the subjective genitive from the feminine singular noun KTISIS, meaning “from the beginning of the creation.”

“such as has not occurred from the beginning of the creation,”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to the creation.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KTIZW, which means “to create.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Then we have the preposition HEWS plus the genitive of time from the masculine singular article plus the temporal adverb NUN, meaning “until now” or “until the present.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the double negative OU MĒ, meaning “never.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist deponent subjunctive from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to arise, come about, or develop.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact with emphasis on its conclusion or completion.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the tribulation) having never produced the action before in human history.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses with words like HEWS, where the temporal element is indefinite and implies uncertainty as to realization.  Here we have dogmatic certainty that it has never occurred before.

“which God created until now, and has never come about.”
Mk 13:19 corrected translation
“For those days will be tribulation such as has not occurred from the beginning of the creation, which God created until now, and has never come about.”
Explanation:
Dan 12:1, “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise.  And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.”
1.  “For those days will be tribulation”

a.  Jesus continues to answer the question of the four disciples about the sign of the end of the age and His return by explaining why it is necessary for believers to flee to the mountains, when they see (hear about) the abomination of desolation standing where it does not belong in the Holy of Holies in the Jerusalem Temple.


b.  The main reason is that those days will be tribulation, oppression, affliction, and trouble.  The details of this tribulation are given in Rev 6-19.



(1)  There will be world war.



(2)  People will slaughter each other.



(3)  Economic monetary hyper-inflation.



(4)  The killing of a fourth of the population of the earth by famine, disease, and warfare.



(5)  Martyrdom of believers.



(6)  A great earthquake that shakes every mountain on earth.



(7)  One third of the plants are destroyed by fire.



(8)  One third of the sea becomes blood destroying one third of aquatic life.



(9)   One third of the fresh water on earth is polluted and destroyed.



(10)  One third of the light from the sun and moon and stars is destroyed.



(11)  Demons torture unbelievers for five months.



(12)  Two hundred million demons kill a third of mankind.



(13)  Unbelievers are afflicted with painful ulcers (skin cancer).



(14)  The oceans become blood killing all sea life.



(15)  All fresh water sources are turned to blood.



(16)  The sun burns mankind, so they are scorched with the intense heat.



(17)  The kingdom of the beast becomes darkened (loss of all electrical power).



(18)  An earthquake so large and vast that it destroys all islands and mountains.



(19)  Ninety pound hail stones rain down on earth.



(20)  The final great war of human history.


c.  The phrase “those days” refers to the seven-year period at the end of the age of the Jews, mentioned in prophecy as Daniel’s seventieth week.  “Mt 24:15 (Mk 13:14) gives us a key for understanding this prophecy, for Jesus clearly linked it to Daniel.  He referred to the prophecy in Dan 9:24–27, which is analogous to a prophetic clock measuring off seventy weeks of years (i.e., 490 prophetic years) in Israel’s history.  This clock started with the issue of a decree to restore and rebuild Israel, but it paused after 483 years, when the Messiah was cut off.  This pause represents the Church Age, an age during which the city and sanctuary would be destroyed, but the clock will resume running for its final seven years when Jerusalem’s destroyer (Rome) makes a covenant with Israel.  That final seven-year period is the Tribulation which divides into two 3 1/2 year periods, the first of which will bring a false sense of peace to Israel, and the last of which will bring the most fearful persecution and destruction the world has ever seen.  This seven year Tribulation is the subject of Jesus’ prophecy; it was all given from Israel’s perspective.  So Jesus’ answer to His disciples concerns God’s program for Israel.”

2.  “such as has not occurred from the beginning of the creation, which God created until now,”

a.  As summarized above in the twenty ‘tribulations’ mentioned by Rev 6-19, these things will be so vast and so great as to be incomparable with anything else ever seen on the earth from the beginning of the creation of the earth.  There has never been an earthquake so vast that it destroyed every mountain, so that no mountain could be found on earth.  There has never been a judgment on earth that turned a third of the oceans of the world and all the fresh water sources to blood.  All aquatic life has never been destroyed.  Hail weighing 90 pounds has never been experienced.  Worldwide ulcerous sores have never occurred.


b.  The only thing that comes close in comparison is the universal flood of Gen 6ff, which God promised to never do again.


c.  Notice that this verse declares that there was a beginning of creation, which implies a Creator, who created that creation.  The earth did not spontaneously exist out of nowhere.  It was created by the Lord Jesus Christ, who created matter to exist in the first place.


d.  Jesus then declares that God created the earth with the implication that God has the authority to do what He wants with His creation.  The Creator is sitting there telling His disciples about His own creation.  What a moment!


e.  The phrase “which God created” is parenthetical in thought.  The main thought without the parenthetical aside is: such as has not occurred from the beginning of the creation until now.  The judgments during the Tribulation are such as have not occurred on the earth from the beginning of the creation until the beginning of the Tribulation, when literally ‘all hell breaks loose’.

3.  “and has never come about.”

a.  The adds one additional comment to make certain the disciples understand that this period of time is incomparable to any other in the history of the earth.


b.  Nothing like the period of the Tribulation has ever come about nor will it ever come about again thereafter.  The seven years of the Tribulation are unique in the history of mankind and will forever show the incomparable difference between the love and justice of God and the hatred and evil of Satan.


c.  Never in the history of mankind will the evil of Satan and his hatred of God’s creatures be more manifest.  And never in the history of mankind will the physical judgment of the unbeliever and the protection of the believer by God be more manifest.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The judgments of God which will fall upon unbelieving Israel and the Gentile nations will have no precedent in all past history, and no counterpart in all succeeding history.”


b.  “It will be a time of intensive judgment such as the world has never seen or will ever see again.”


c.  “At no time in the past, present, or future has there been or will there be such a severe tribulation as this.”


d.  “Verse 19 speaks of unparalleled suffering and persecution.  The second phrase would be Mark’s explanation of the first phrase to Gentiles who needed to be told that one God created it all.”


e.  “This summary description of the tribulations of those days certainly applied to the horrors of A.D. 70, as a comparison with Josephus’ Wars of the Jews will show.  However, there is reason to believe that Christ looked beyond Roman days to the great final tribulation which will precede His second coming.”
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