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

 is the negative OUK plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: He is not.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that God produces the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “the God.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, meaning “of the dead.”  This is followed by the strong adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the genitive masculine plural present active participle of the verb ZAW, which means “to live: of the living.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that people produce the action of living.


The participle is substantival.

“He is not the God of the dead, but of the living;”

 is the adverb of degree POLUS, meaning “much, greatly.”  Finally, we have the second person plural present passive indicative from the verb PLANAW, which means “to be mistaken; to deceive oneself.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in the thinking of these men.


The passive voice indicates that these men receive the state of being mistaken by their own self-deception.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“you are greatly mistaken.’”
Mk 12:27 corrected translation
“He is not the God of the dead, but of the living; you are greatly mistaken.’”
Explanation:
1.  “He is not the God of the dead, but of the living;”

a.  Jesus concludes His remarks to the Sadducees with a definitive statement that there is a resurrection.  The Lord declares that God (all three members of the Trinity with emphasis on God the Father) is the God of the living, which means that in the eternal state there will be no dead.  Everyone will be alive (but not everyone will enjoy their life—those in the lake of fire will be alive in the lake of fire, just as the Antichrist and False Prophet were thrown alive into the lake of fire).


b.  Since God is the God of the living, then there has to be a resurrection for this fact to be true.  There are dead people now just as there have been in the past and will be in the future.  Even in the Church we have ‘the dead in Christ’ who shall rise first.  But even though some are dead now; all shall be made alive at some point, so that God is the God of the living.


c.  The phrase “God is the God of the living” can also be interpreted to mean that God is the God of believers, since only believers are alive with God forever, all unbelievers suffering the second death of the lake of fire.


d.  The point being made here to the Sadducees is really that if there is no resurrection and people no longer exist after death, then who is God really the God of?  No one, for they no longer exist after death, if there is no resurrection.  The indirect point is that God has to be the God of someone.  And ‘the angels’ can’t be the answer, since the Sadducees didn’t believe in the existence of angels.

2.  “you are greatly mistaken.’”

a.  Jesus’ final statement is the ultimate rebuke and censure of the Sadducees.  They were and would continue to be (if they existed today) greatly mistaken.  Not just wrong, but seriously wrong.  Not just in error, but greatly in error.  They are so wrong!


b.  This was the final judgment of Jesus against the Sadducees, who never spoke to or challenged Him again with any ‘trick’ questions.  We can easily imagine the delight of the Pharisees.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus concluded, that He is not the God of the dead, in the Sadducean understanding of death as extinction, but of the living.  He is still the patriarchs’ God which would not be true had they ceased to exist at death, that is, if death ends it all.  And His covenant faithfulness implicitly guarantees their bodily resurrection.  Jesus’ answer clearly affirmed the fact of life after death.  Apparently He assumed that this was enough to prove that the resurrection of the body will occur as well.  In Hebrew thought people are regarded as a unity of the material (body) and immaterial (soul/spirit).  One is incomplete without the other (2 Cor 5:1–8).  Thus authentic human existence in the eternal order of life demands the union of soul/spirit with the body (Phil 3:21).  Both bodily resurrection and life after death depend on the faithfulness of ‘the God of the living.’  Jesus’ final remark, recorded only by Mark, emphasized how seriously mistaken they were to deny the resurrection and life after death.”


b.  “If these patriarchs were reduced to unconsciousness, or annihilated by death, He would not still be their God.  But ‘all live unto Him’.  Though they are dead as to the body and hidden from the eyes of men, He, the God of the spirits of all flesh (Num 16:22), sees and knows everyone in his present state between death and resurrection.  It was a crushing blow to their crass materialism, and they found no words with which to answer Him.”


c.  “Jesus’ refutation of the Sadducees is punctuated at the end of this passage by a reiteration that they are totally wrong, reflecting apparently His strong feelings about resurrection and about the power and faithfulness of God to His people.”


d.  “The truth demonstrated here is the fact of immortality.  To be the God of Abraham is to be in fellowship with Abraham.  It is therefore not possible to be the God of the dead, but only of the living.  Thus when God spoke out of the burning bush, though the patriarchs had been dead for years, He was still in fellowship with them. The argument of Christ then assumes that since there is life after death, this is sufficient to prove that resurrection will follow.  Perfect human existence demands the union of soul with body.”


e. And the greatest commentator of all is Paul.  “And if there is no resurrection from the dead, neither has Christ been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, then as a result our proclamation [is] without any basis of truth, and your faith [is] in vain [without result, for no purpose].  Furthermore, we are found also [to be] false-witnesses toward God, because we have testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if indeed on the other hand the dead are not being raised.  Therefore, if the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith [is] useless, you are still in the sphere of your sins.  Consequently also those who have fallen asleep [died] in Christ have perished.  If in this life we are having confidence alone in Christ (and we are), we are the most miserable of all men.”  1 Cor 15:13-19.
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