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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” (indicating a change of speaker in the Greek drama) plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the Pharisees.

“Then Jesus said to them,”
 is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of cause (translated “Because of”) from the feminine singular article and noun SKLĒROKARDIA, meaning “an unyielding frame of mind: hardness of heart, coldness, obstinacy, stubbornness Mt 19:8; Mk 10:5; 16:14.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write: he wrote.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Moses produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal use of the intensive pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the Jews in general as a people.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ENTOLĒ with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this commandment.”
“‘Because of your hardness of heart he wrote to you this commandment.”
Mk 10:5 corrected translation
“Then Jesus said to them, ‘Because of your hardness of heart he wrote to you this commandment.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then Jesus said to them,”

a.  Mark continues the story of Jesus’ encounter with the Pharisees by telling us what Jesus said to them after they answered His question about what Moses commanded them.


b.  The Lord again does not hesitate to answer.  His response is straight to the point and factual.  He is honest, open, and frank with His antagonists.  He is not using metaphors, analogies, or parables.  He speaks plainly and without purpose of evasion.

2.  “‘Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment.”

a.  Jesus’ response goes to the ‘heart’ of the problem.  (Don’t you just love puns?)  The real issue in what Moses said in Dt 24:1-4 was not the issue of divorce, but the hard heartedness of Jewish negative volition to the will of God.


b.  Hardness of heart is the stubborn and locked-in refusal to do what God wants.  The heart is the thinking part of the soul.  It is the place where decisions are made based upon the information we have.  The decisions that come from implacability in thinking are decisions from hardness of heart.  Hardness of heart is more than just stubbornness.  It is beyond stubbornness.  Hardness of heart knows it is wrong and doesn’t care that it is wrong.  It refuses to see the facts or truth or reality of a situation, because it damn well is going to get what it wants regardless of the consequences.


c.  Therefore, Moses had no choice in dealing with the locked-in negative volition to the will of God that the Jewish males had about divorce.  They didn’t want to live with the consequences of marrying someone who turned out to not be what they wanted.  They didn’t want to live up to God’s standard of one woman for one man ‘until death do us part.’  They wanted to separate from a woman whenever they wanted to for whatever reason they chose.


d.  Therefore, to protect the woman from this cruelty by the black-hearted Jewish men, Moses commanded that they give the woman a certificate of divorce so she could prove that she had not committed adultery, which was the only legitimate reason for divorce.


e.  Interestingly this reason is not stated in the Old Testament Torah written by Moses.  Therefore, Jesus is telling these Pharisees something it would be impossible for Him to know unless He had been there with Moses and Moses explained to Him why He permitted this or else Jesus was omniscient.  In fact, both are implied: Jesus was there and Jesus is omniscient and has always known Moses reason for commanding this.  We can only wonder if any of the Pharisees caught this implication of Jesus’ words.  Had they done so, they would have certainly accused Him of the blasphemy of indirectly stating that He was God.  How else could Jesus know what Moses’ reason for doing this was?  There is no other way.  The disciples didn’t catch the implication of these words either.


f.  Jewish hardness of heart is perfectly described in Isa 6:10, “Render the hearts of this people insensitive, their ears dull, and their eyes dim, otherwise they might see with their eyes, 

hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and return and be healed.”  And in the NT, Rom 2:5, “But because of your hardness and unrepentant heart, you keep on storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, that is, [the day] of the revelation of the righteous judgment from God.”  And Eph 4:18, “having been darkened in their thinking, having been alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance which is in them, because of the obstinacy of their heart,”


g.  As a side note to this passage, we should note that our Lord’s mention of this incident with Moses not only verifies the veracity of the book of Deuteronomy but also verifies the historical person of Moses, which means that everything mentioned in Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers is also genuine and historically true.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Lord does not deny that Moses permitted divorce; command it he did not.  The commandment consisted of regulations tending to limit it and preclude its abuse.  No such regulations would have been necessary but for the hardness which had been innate in the Hebrew people from the first.  The purpose of the legislation of Deuteronomy was to check this disposition, not to give it permission; and for the Pharisees to shelter themselves under the temporary recognition of a necessary evil was to confess that they had not outgrown the moral stature of their fathers.  The words ‘hardness of heart’ mean ‘harsh, stern, hard’.  This hardness of heart in the case of Israel is a condition of insensibility to the call of God.”


b.  “Jesus explained that Moses gave the divorce law because of the sinfulness of the human heart.  The law protected the wife by restraining the husband from impulsively divorcing her and abusing her like an unwanted piece of furniture, instead of treating her like a human being.  Without a bill of divorcement, a woman could easily become a social outcast and be treated like a harlot.  No man would want to marry her, and she would be left defenseless and destitute.  By giving this commandment to Israel, God was not putting His approval on divorce or even encouraging it.  Rather, He was seeking to restrain it and make it more difficult for men to dismiss their wives.  He put sufficient regulations around divorce so that the wives would not become victims of their husbands’ whims.”


c.  “Moses wrote this Law in view of their hardheartedness, their obstinate refusal to accept God’s view of marriage.  Moses acknowledged the presence of divorce in Israel but did not institute or authorize it.”


d.  “Jesus declared that this had been allowed because of the hardness of men’s hearts, in order that a wife who had no favor in her husband’s eyes might not have to endure even greater indignities than being divorced.”


e.  “Jesus in turn rejoins that Moses wrote this commandment to them because of their hardening of the spiritual arteries.  It appears that Jesus was prepared to appeal to God’s original pre-fall intentions for marriage over against the Mosaic requirements of Dt 24:1–4.  Specifically a bill of divorce was required to be given to the woman, to make clear that she was no longer married.  Jesus seems to suggest that the Mosaic provision was meant to limit a problem, not license a practice that in essence goes against God’s original intentions for marriage.”


f.  “The stipulation of Moses was not in reality a command, but a concession because of man’s unsatisfactory spiritual condition.  It was an attempt to regulate and control divorce rather than to encourage it.”


g.  “The OT often mentions a ‘stiff neck’ that the people of God are hardened against Him and impervious to His demands.  The phrase ‘hardness of heart’ thus refers here not to men’s cruelty towards their wives, but to their rebellion against God’s will for them.  It is such hardness of heart which has led them into divorce in the first place and made it necessary for Moses to legislate for a situation which was never envisaged in the divine purpose.”


h.  “Jesus’ forceful retort is a denunciation of human sinfulness which serves to clarify the intention of the Mosaic provision.  In Dt 24:1 divorce is tolerated, but not authorized or sanctioned.  When Jesus affirmed that Moses framed the provision concerning the letter of dismissal out of regard to the people’s hardness of heart, he was using an established legal category of actions allowed out of consideration for wickedness or weakness.  What is involved is the lesser of two evils, and, in this instance, a merciful concession for the sake of the woman.  

Jesus’ purpose is to make clear that the intention of Dt 24:1 was not to make divorce acceptable but to limit sinfulness and to control its consequences.  This had direct bearing on the question of the lawfulness of divorce posed in verse 2.  The Mosaic provision in Dt 24:1-4 was in reality a witness to the gross evil which arose from, or even consisted in, a disregard of the creation ordinance of marriage as set forth in Gen 1:27; 2:24.  The situation that provided the occasion for the permission of divorce was one of moral perversity which consisted in a deliberate determination not to abide by the will of God.  Such stubborn rebellion against the divine ordinance is the essence of hard-heartedness.  Jesus’ judgment regarding hard-heartedness presupposes the abiding validity and obligation of the original divine institution of marriage, and the force of His pronouncement here, and in the following verses, is to obliterate the Mosaic tolerance.  In this abrogation of the divorce tolerated under Moses there is applied a stringency which raises jurisprudence to the level of the intrinsic requirement of the Law of God.”
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