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

 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the accusative neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive of the verb KATHIZW, which means “to sit.”  The article substantivizes the infinitive, literally meaning “the sitting.”  The English idiom treats this like a simple infinitive: “to sit.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that someone will produce the action.


The infinitive functions as the subject of a verb.
  See Mt 3:15; Phil 1:21; Rom 7:18; Mk 9:10 for other examples.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural adjective DEXIOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “at/on My right.”  With this we have the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” plus the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural adjective ARISTERWN, meaning “on the left.”  This is followed by the negative OUK plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is not.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that ‘to sit’ produces the state of not being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the first person singular adjective EMOS, meaning “Mine” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the sitting produces the action of not being given.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object.

“However to sit on My right or on the left is not Mine to give;”
 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the dative of advantage from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “for those who.”  Finally, we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb HETOIMAZW, which means “to be prepared.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The passive voice indicates that the situation of sitting next to the King has received the action of being prepared in the past.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“but for those who it has been prepared.’”
Mk 10:40 corrected translation
“However to sit on My right or on the left is not Mine to give; but for those who it has been prepared.’”
Explanation:
Mt 20:23 is a parallel passage: “He said to them, ‘My cup you shall drink; but to sit on My right and on My left, this is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by My Father.’”
1.  “However to sit on My right or on the left is not Mine to give;”

a.  Jesus continues His speech and answer to James and John about who will sit in the places of honor next to Him in His millennial kingdom with a mild contrast to the fact the two brothers will share in the fellowship of His sufferings and death for His sake.  The brothers will participate in the sufferings of Jesus and persecutions because of their association with Him, but to sit in the places of highest honor in His kingdom is an entirely different matter, which implies that it is not based upon how much one suffers.


b.  Jesus flatly states that He does not make the final determination of who will sit next to Him in His millennial kingdom.  That honor is not His to give.  If it is not His to give, then it is either God the Father’s honor or God the Holy Spirit’s honor to give.  The parallel passage in Matthew seems to say that it is the Father’s to give, but it doesn’t say that directly.  It simply says that the honor has been prepared by Him, which hints as to which one of them has that honor.  Perhaps both do, with each one getting to pick someone.


c.  We do know that Jesus told the disciples that they would sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  So it is possible that the Eleven plus Paul are not included in “those” mentioned in the next statement.

2.  “but for those who it has been prepared.’”

a.  Instead of James and John sitting next to Jesus, Jesus knows that someone (“those” note the plural) will sit on His right and left.  The subject “those” could refer to two people (one on each side) or it could refer to a group of people, for example the bride of Christ on one side and another group (like the Tribulational martyrs) on the other side.  We are not told who it will be, so all guesses are nothing but speculation.


b.  The important point here is that the decision regarding whoever is going to have those two places of honor has been made in eternity past as a part of the divine decree, which indicates the Father’s decision.  The parallel passage in Matthew indicates that the preparation for this honor was made by God the Father.  So it is probably God the Father making the final decision.


c.  What kind of preparation has been needed?  We are not told and it is useless to speculate.  The fact that this honor has been prepared means that it was ready and waiting to be given at the time Jesus spoke.  The implication is that there are escrow blessings for time and eternity on deposit in heaven, waiting to be given to deserving believers.  This verse is the guarantee of those blessings, which is why Heb 11:6b says, “For it is necessary that the one coming to God believe that He is and keeps on proving to be a rewarder to those seeking Him.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Christ is indeed the appointed distributor of all eternal rewards (2 Tim 4:8, Rev 22:12, (‘Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.’), but He will distribute them in accordance with the Father’s dispositions.”


b.  “Jesus denied their request for positions of honor.  Such places were not within His jurisdiction to give.  But He assured James and John that God the Father (Mt 20:23) will assign those positions to those for whom the places of honor have been prepared.”


c.  “Verse 40 indicates that seats in the dominion are assigned not by Jesus but by the Father, and will be given to those for whom they are prepared.  This may intimate that God already has someone else in mind for these seats.”


d.  “Jesus explained that the two most prestigious positions in His Kingdom will be awarded by His Father, not Him, and will be awarded to the two souls whom God has predetermined will occupy them.  This predetermination is based on God’s foreknowledge of how they and the rest of saved mankind will perform in the use of their independent volition.”


e.  “The honors of the right hand and the left hand are not to be passed out to friends as favors. Such reward must go to them for whom it is prepared, that is, to the ones who earn it by faithfulness in life and service.”


f.  “The meaning is that this is a matter already disposed of, and so no longer in His power.  The verb adds to the idea of ‘ordained’ the thought of the preparation of the place.  Each one is to have a place prepared and adapted for him.”


g.  “The appointment of the places of honor is the Father’s prerogative, and James and John are only given the assurance that these will be assigned to those who have been prepared by Him.”
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