John 1:1
Mark 1:9


 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist deponent indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to come to pass; to occur, happen.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine plural adjective EKEINOS plus the article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “in those days.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, meaning “to come: came.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“KAI EGENETO is a periphrastic construction like the Hebrew with following to indicate the progress of the narrative; it is followed either by a conjunction like HOTE, HWS etc., or a genitive absolute, or a prepositional construction, and joined to it is a finite verb with KAI and without the second KAI Mt 7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1; Mk 1:9; 4:4; Lk 1:8, 23, 41, 59; 2:1, 6, 46; 6:12 and many other verses.  The phrase is usually omitted in translation; older versions translate: it came to pass.”
  By including the verb “it came to pass,” English grammar requires the word “[that]” prior to the main verb that follows (ERCHOMAI).  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the feminine singular proper noun NAZARA, meaning “from Nazareth.”  With this we have the adverbial genitive of place or identity (descriptive genitive)
 from the feminine singular article and proper noun GALILAIA, meaning “of Galilee.”
“And it came to pass in those days [that] Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb BAPTIZW, which means “to be baptized.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and proper noun IORDANĒS, meaning “in the Jordan.”  This is followed by the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular proper noun IWANNĒS, meaning “by John.”
“and was baptized by John in the Jordan.”
Mk 1:9 corrected translation
“And it came to pass in those days [that] Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.”
Explanation:
1.  “And it came to pass in those days [that] Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee”

a.  John shows his Hebrew/Aramaic upbringing with the phrase “And it came to pass.”  This phrase is the exact translation of the very famous Hebrew phrase (pronounced WA YA HEE), which is found hundreds of times in the Old Testament, especially in Genesis.  Some modern translators do not even translate the phrase, because they consider it to be nothing more than a connective.  The phrase is more than just a connective.  It advances the narrative story being told by transitioning to a new subject.  It is like changing paragraphs in an English story.

b.  The phrase “in those days” refers to the beginning of our Lord’s ministry in about 30 A.D.  This indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ began His public ministry at the same time that John the Baptist was at the peak of his public ministry.

c.  At that time the Lord, who had grown up and lived and worked in a small town in Galilee, called Nazareth, came to where John was baptizing at the Jordan River.  Mark mentions the city and district of Jesus to show that (1) He was a Jew, that (2) He was a Jew from Galilee, and that (3) He came to John just as everyone else came to John.  John did not have to go to Him.  This demonstrates in a very small way the fantastic genuine humility of our Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  From the gospel of John we learn that the place where John was baptizing at this time was “in Bethany on the other side of the Jordan.” Jn 1:28 (see the notes on Jn 1:28 for the location of Bethany beyond the Jordan River on the east bank of the Jordan).  From Cana/Nazareth area in Galilee to Bethany opposite Jericho on the Jordan River was a distance of about 75-80 miles, which means that Jesus had to walk about three days to get there.

2.  “and was baptized by John in the Jordan.”

a.  After arriving at the location where John was baptizing, our Lord permitted Himself to be baptized by John in the Jordan River.  The baptism of Jesus was unique, since He was sinless and did not need to repent of any sins, or change His mind about how He was living His life, or believe in Himself, or believe in the coming of the Messiah or the kingdom of God.  Our Lord’s baptism identified Him with the Father’s will for His life, which was to be the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  Going into the water identified Him as the member of the Trinity who enters Satan’s cosmic system to live among men as a man, and being judged for the sins of mankind.  Coming out of the water identifies Him as bearing our sins on the cross and being successfully judged for our sins without committing any sin Himself in so doing.  He goes into the ordeal of the Cross as a sinless human being and comes out of the ordeal of the Cross as a sinless human being.  He demonstrates through His baptism that He is willing to obey the will of the Father completely and do everything necessary for the salvation of the world.

b.  The story of this event is described in detail in the other gospels.


(1)  Mt 3:13-17, “Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him.  But John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?’  But Jesus answering said to him, ‘Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’  Then he permitted Him.  After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.’”



(2)  Lk 3:21-22, “Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, ‘You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.’”


(3)  Jn 1:29-34, “On the next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world!  This is He about Whom I said, “After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, because He existed earlier than me.  Indeed I did not know about Him, but in order that He might be revealed to Israel; for this reason I came baptizing with water.’  In addition John testified saying, ‘I have seen the Spirit, descending like a dove from heaven, and He remained upon Him.  Indeed I did not know about Him, but the One having sent me to baptize with water He said to me, “He upon whom you might see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.”  Indeed I have seen and have testified that He is the Son of God.’”
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The high point in the ministry of the forerunner came when the ‘one mightier’ than he arrived to submit to baptism.  This act marked the official opening of Jesus’ public ministry.   In answer to the question as to why the sinless Christ was baptized with the baptism of repentance, it should be pointed out that this was a deliberate act of identification with sinners.  [A better statement would be that He demonstrated/illustrated that He would be identified with the sins of sinners without Himself being a sinner.]  Furthermore, he was in full sympathy with John’s ministry, and to be baptized was the right thing to do (Mt 3:15).”


b.  “Jesus came to be baptized by John.  This caused problems to some early theologians who asked why was Jesus baptized if he had no sin and needed no repentance?  Mark had no problem with this; he simply records what happened, without comment.  Because baptism was often a sign of judgment, perhaps Mark saw it as a willing acceptance by Jesus of the path of suffering that he must endure as Messiah.”

c.  “The purpose of Jesus’ baptism was to inaugurate His ministry as Christ with the clear, public approbation of the Trinity.  This baptism is similar to Samuel anointing David king over Israel, though here Jesus is anointed King of Kings by a more miraculously conceived messenger.  Jesus heard about John’s ministry in Nazareth, waited for it to reach its zenith; and then, after all the people had been baptized (Lk 3:21—presumably this means all those who were going to respond to John’s call to baptism), He entered the scene.  Can you imagine the air of expectancy which would have built up by then?  John’s fervent preaching, multitudes repenting, the whole country hypnotized by his ministry.  A goodly proportion of the Jews had indicated their willingness to accept their Messiah.  The time was fully ripe.  So Jesus laid down His carpenter’s tools, never to take them up again, walked the seventy miles to Bethabara [the best manuscripts say ‘Bethany’] and presented Himself for baptism.  He was baptized with Heaven—acclaimed, divine approbation.  This event also marks the transition of the ministry of the gospel from John to Jesus.  The forerunner had but one task left, and that was to identify the Messiah.  By His baptism Jesus both validated John’s ministry and took over from him.  Jesus Christ’s baptism was unique as John recognized.  John’s was a baptism of repentance; even John himself needed to repent, but the spotless Lamb of God did not.  This is why John asked Jesus to baptize him.  In Jesus’ case, baptism was a dedicatory rite, for He said it was necessary to fulfill all righteousness.  The Old Testament stipulated that when something was to be dedicated to God’s use it was sprinkled (baptized) with water, thus signifying it was clean and acceptable to Him.  Moreover, this applied to priests too (Ex 29:4), and as they commenced their duties at 30 years of age and the fact that this section particularly draws to our attention that this was Jesus’ age at the time seems to direct us to this explanation.  This, then, was the purpose of Jesus Christ’s baptism: a formal dedication to the Father’s service (something He had spoken of eighteen years previously).  The Father’s audible voice from Heaven and the Holy Spirit’s visible presence confirmed Jesus’ acceptance.  Understood thus, we do not follow Jesus Christ in His baptism, for His baptism was unique and we cannot follow Him in it any more than we can undergo the ‘baptism’ He underwent on the cross (Lk 12:50).  On Christ’s baptism, Criswell writes:

In His baptism, Christ devotes Himself to the accomplishment of our salvation by His death, burial and resurrection.  Herein He dedicates Himself to the great mission and purpose that brought Him into the world.  His baptism is His formal entrance upon His official work.  As such, He receives in this holy act the seal of divine approval.  The Heavenly Father will sustain Him.  His voice is heard from heaven. The abiding presence of the Holy Spirit will be His inspiration.  His coming ministry will have the divine delight and approval in all that He does.  This is the meaning of His baptism by John in the Jordan River.
It is particularly pertinent that all three persons of the Trinity were present and clearly approved the ministry on which Jesus Christ was about to embark: the Father spoke His approval, the Holy Spirit indicated His approbation by His presence, and the Son demonstrated His willingness by placing Himself in the hands of a man whom He had created.  The results of Jesus’ baptism were many: first, He received a special anointing of the Holy Spirit for His messianic office (Acts 10:38).  Second, He was identified as the atonement offering. Third, He identified Himself with sinners (2 Cor 5:21) so that He could become a substitute for us even though His act did not, nor could it, make Him a sinner.  Fourth, John could positively identify Him to the nation Israel as their Messiah (Jn 1:34).  Before leaving this section let us note very specifically that Jesus’ ministry was initiated with a spectacular announcement by a voice from Heaven to a large gathering of mankind that Jesus is God’s Son, and that all He was about to do met with God’s approval.  So the Jewish nation was on notice that its Messiah had at last arrived; indeed, the human race had been served this notice by God Himself—nothing could have been more definite or specific.  There was nothing secretive about Jesus’ ministry; it started with a public, supernatural announcement made to a large group of people whom God had ensured were expectantly awaiting just this event.  Everyone who heard this announcement knew just Who Jesus is and what His ministry was about.  One other detail needs to be noted and marveled at, and that is Jesus’ age, for He was about thirty years of age when this event took place.  Num 4:3, 23 gives thirty years of age as the divinely stipulated age for the commencement of priestly duties.  Notably, both John and Jesus were this age when they commenced their service.  God works within His own rules.  He never needs exceptions, and this quashed any justifiable nit-picking over petty details.”


d.  “The Servant was absolutely sinless and yet He was baptized in Jordan.  He showed His perfect willingness to take, in obedience to the Father’s will, the sinner’s place in death.”


e.  “That baptism was our Lord’s pledge to carry on to completion the work He had come from heaven to perform.”


f.  “Nazareth was an obscure village never mentioned in the Old Testament, the Talmud, or the writings of Josephus, the well-known first-century Jewish historian.  Galilee, about 30 miles wide and 60 miles long, was the populous northernmost region of the three divisions of Palestine: Judea, Samaria, and Galilee.  Jesus’ baptism probably occurred near Jericho.  He was about 30 years old at this time (Lk 3:23).  In contrast with all others, Jesus made no confession of sins, since He is without.  Mark did not state why Jesus submitted to John’s baptism; however, three reasons may be suggested: (1) It was an act of obedience, showing that Jesus was in full agreement with God’s overall plan and the role of John’s baptism in it (cf. Mt 3:15).  (2) It was an act of self-identification with the nation of Israel whose heritage and sinful predicament [being under the yoke of Rome] He shared (cf. Isa 53:12).  (3) It was an act of self-dedication to His messianic mission, signifying His official acceptance and entrance into it.”


g.  “By His own baptism joining Himself to all these baptisms of John, Jesus signifies that He is now ready to take upon Himself the load of all those sinners, that is, to assume His redemptive office.  Shortly after His baptism, Jesus is called ‘the Lamb of God,’ which refers directly to the sacrifice.  Jesus Himself calls His suffering a baptism in Lk 12:50 and elsewhere.  The mode used for the act of baptism is not indicated.  The Holy Spirit seems purposely to withhold a mention of the mode.  If the mode were such a vital thing, then we may certainly conclude that the Holy Spirit would, at least in this most vital case, have indicated it to us with sufficient clearness; but He does nothing of the kind.”


“In submitting to John’s baptism Jesus signifies that His mission will be to endure the judgment of God.  He comes to John as One willing to assume the brunt of this judgment.  The bearing of its burden constitutes His mission.”
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