John 1:1
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
 is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the first person singular aorist active indicative of the verb BAPTIZW, which means “to baptize.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the past action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that John the Baptist produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Jews John was baptizing.  This is followed by the instrumental of means from the neuter singular noun HUDWR, meaning “with water.”

“I baptized you with water;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He” and referring to ‘The Mightier One’.  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb BAPTIZW, which means “to baptize; to identify someone with something.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that ‘He’ will produce the action.  “Here it is obvious that Christ is the agent (since AUTOS is the subject), and the Holy Spirit is the means (and perhaps sphere) that the Lord uses to baptize.”


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Jews John was baptizing.  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means/manner from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA and adjective HAGIOS, meaning “in or with the Holy Spirit.”  The use of the preposition EN with the instrumental of manner, meaning “with” can be seen in 1 Thes 1:5 ‘with much conviction’ and 1 Thes 4:16 ‘with a shout, with the voice, and with the trumpet’.
  “It is possible to see HUDATI as both the means and the sphere in which John carried out his baptism.  Thus, his baptism would have been done both by means of water and in the sphere of water.”

“but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’”
Mk 1:8 corrected translation
“I baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’”
Explanation:
1.  “I baptized you with water;”

a.  Mark continues his description of the key points of the ministry of John the Baptist as the herald of the King by noting one of the most important predictions made by John.  The statement of this prophecy, which came true, marks John the Baptist as a prophet of Israel.

b.  John declared that the most significant act of his public ministry was baptizing people with or in water.  The water represented the kingdom of God and people were identified with the kingdom by renouncing their former sinful and evil lifestyle and having faith in the coming Messiah.  John’s baptism prepared the people for an even greater baptism that would be performed by the coming Messiah.
2.  “but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’”

a.  In contrast to John’s baptism, which identified people with the kingdom of God, the Messiah’s baptism would be with the Holy Spirit, who would identify the people with the King Himself.

b.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit first occurred on the day of Pentecost (fifty days after the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ and ten days after His ascension).  The baptism of the Holy Spirit did not occur while the Lord Jesus Christ was still on earth during His first advent.  However, the Lord sent the Spirit as ‘another Helper’ to all those who believed (and now believe) in Christ.

c.  The Holy Spirit has seven ministries for the Church Age believer, one of which is the baptism of the Spirit, which enters us into union with the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.  In theology this ministry is called positional sanctification.  The seven ministries of the Holy Spirit at salvation are:



(1)  Efficacious grace—in which the Holy Spirit takes our faith (which is made by a person in spiritual death) and makes it effective for salvation.



(2)  Regeneration—in which the Holy Spirit creates a human spirit in us.


(3)  The imputation of eternal life to the regenerated human spirit.



(4)  The filling of the Holy Spirit—in which we receive the empowering of the Holy Spirit to execute the spiritual life God has given us.



(5)  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which provides a temple in our body for the indwelling of the Father and the Son.



(6)  The sealing of the Holy Spirit, which secures our eternal life forever.



(7)  The provision of at least one spiritual gift for the purpose of helping the other members of the Church.


d.  The Lord Jesus Christ ‘baptizes’ us with the Holy Spirit by sending the Holy Spirit to all Church Age believers to perform these ministries for them.  The Holy Spirit is ‘poured out’ on all those who believe in Christ.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Since John’s purpose is contrast, identity is in view.  The dative of reference would be the logical choice.  The Greek could be rendered, ‘As for myself, I baptized you with reference to water.  But He Himself will baptize you with reference to the Holy Spirit.’  That is, John’s baptism had to do with water, Messiah’s with the Holy Spirit. John’s, was ceremonial, Messiah’s, supernatural.  But we are not to understand that as John applied water to the recipient of his baptism, so Messiah applies the Holy Spirit to the recipient of His baptism.  Water was the element with which John baptized. But the Holy Spirit is not the element with which Jesus baptizes. The baptism connected with Messiah is the act of the Holy Spirit Himself baptizing (placing) the believing sinner into Christ (Rom 6:3- 4), and thus into the Body of Christ (1 Cor 12:13).”


b.  “The water baptism by John was a symbol of the spiritual baptism by Jesus.”
  “Just as every Jewish penitent who came to him received John’s baptism, so every believer in Jesus will be baptized by Jesus with the Spirit.  This is the inner reality of which water-baptism like that of John is the outward picture.”
  Robertson and Carson are both saying the same thing.

c.  “The expression ‘baptism of the Holy Spirit’ is based on a number of predictions found in our four Gospels and the record of their fulfillment in the book of Acts.  The passages in the Gospels are as follows: Mt 3:11: ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.’  In Mk 1:8 and Lk 3:16 we have the declaration in a slightly modified form; and in Jn 1:33 John the Baptist declares that the descent of the Spirit upon Jesus at His baptism marked out Jesus as ‘he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  Again in Jn 7:37f we read: ‘Now on the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “If anyone thirst, let him come to me and drink.  He who believes in me, as the scripture has said, “Out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water.”’  Then the Evangelist adds in v 39: ‘Now this he said about the Spirit, which those who believed in him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.’  These are the specific references in the four Gospels to the baptisms of the Holy Spirit.  In Acts we find direct reference by Luke to the promised baptism in the Holy Spirit.  In 1:5 Jesus, just before His ascension, contrasts John’s baptism in water with the baptism in the Holy Spirit that the disciples are to receive ‘before many days,’ and in v 8 power in witnessing for Jesus is predicted as the result of the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  On the evening of the resurrection day Jesus appeared to the disciples and ‘he breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit”’ (Jn 20:22).  This was probably not a wholly symbolic act but an actual communication to the disciples, in some measure, of the gift of the Spirit, preliminary to the later complete bestowal.”


d.  “‘I baptize’ [found in some translations] is literally ‘I baptized,’ probably indicating that John was addressing those he had already baptized.  His baptism with (or ‘in’) water was limited and preparatory.  But those who received it pledged to welcome the Coming One who would baptize them with the Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 1:5; 11:15-16).  The bestowal of the Spirit was an expected feature of the Messiah’s coming (Isa 44:3; Ezek 36:26-27; Joel 2:28-29).”


e.  “Mark 1: 8 and parallels shed little light on the modern Pentecostal concept of a ‘Baptism in the Spirit’ experienced by some Christians subsequent to conversion, as a second stage in discipleship.  It is noteworthy that the only passages in the NT which use the phrase ‘I baptize with the Holy Spirit’ are those which contrast this baptism with water baptism as practiced by John.  The immediate reference is therefore not to a second stage of Christian experience, but to the authentic Christian experience as contrasted with the preliminary (pre-Christian) experience represented by John's water baptism.  This suggests that, whatever the merits of this Pentecostal model for Christian experience, ‘Baptism in the Spirit’ is not an appropriate term to use for it, and Mark 1:8 and the other NT passages which speak of baptizing in Holy Spirit are not a suitable point at which to seek to ground it in the NT.”


f.  “The contrast between the work of the Baptist, and that of the Messiah, amounts to this, that the mightier one who is to follow John will do the real work of which the Baptist is able to perform only the sign..  Water cleanses only the body, and represents figuratively the inward cleansing of the man.  But the Holy Spirit is the element in which man is cleansed inwardly and really, and it is this real baptism which the coming one was to perform.”
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