John 1:1
Mark 1:40


 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, meaning “to come: came.”

The present tense is a historical present, which describes a past action as though occurring in the present for the sake of vividness and liveliness in the narrative.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (a leper) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective LEPROS, meaning “a leper”—a person with leprosy.

“And then a leper came to Him,”
 is the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to make a strong request for something: request, implore, or entreat Mt 8:5; 18:32; Mk 1:40; 5:23; 2 Cor 12:18.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the leper produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial and is coterminous with the action of the main verb.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  The textual evidence is evenly divided over the inclusion or exclusion of the phrase  = ‘and falling on one’s knees’, which is why the phrase is found in brackets in the Greek text.  The phrase is not found in Codex B, D (plus other later texts), but is found in Codex , A, C (plus other later texts).  This sort of phrase is not a typical scribal addition and may have accidentally dropped out of some texts due to homoeoteleuton–an error in which the scribe’s eye skips from the first to the second nearby occurrence of an identical word or group of letters, omitting all the intervening text.”
  Thus, we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb GONUPETEW, which means “to kneel down before someone in petition Mt 17:14; Mk 10:17; 1:40; fall on one’s knees Mt 27:29.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the leper is producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the leper is producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him” and referring to Jesus.
“imploring Him and falling on his knees and saying to Him,”
 is the use of the conjunction HOTI to introduce direct discourse and translated by quotation marks.  Then we have the third class conjunction EAN, meaning “If” and you may or may not want to do it.  This is followed by the second person singular present active subjunctive from the verb THELW, which means “to will, wish, want, or desire.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Jesus may or may not want to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive with EAN, indicating a possibility.

Then we have the second person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, meaning “to be able.”


The present tense is a static or aoristic present, which describes an unchanging fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me” and referring to the leper.  Finally, we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb KATHARIZW, which means “to cleanse; to wash.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Jesus can produce the action.


Then infinitive is a complementary infinitive, used after verbs such as DUNAMAI to complete their meaning/action.

“‘If You are willing, You can make me clean.’”
Mk 1:40 corrected translation
“And then a leper came to Him, imploring Him and falling on his knees and saying to Him, ‘If You are willing, You can make me clean.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And then a leper came to Him,”

a.  At some point and some place not identified by Mark, a leper came to Jesus during this preaching tour of Galilee.  Mark tells us nothing about the location, time of day, whether or not it was a Sabbath, or any other detail.  Luke tells us it was in one of the cities of Galilee.  We also do not know who else was with Jesus at the time, but we can assume the disciples were with Jesus, and we can assume that Peter was a witness to these things and told Mark.  The parallel passages are: Mt 8:2; Lk 5:12.

b.  Leper’s were considered unclean and were avoided by “orthodox” Jews, scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees.  That fact that a leper could come to Jesus and ask for help says a great deal about the graciousness and love that was evident in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.
2.  “imploring Him and falling on his knees and saying to Him,”

a.  After coming to Jesus, the leper did two things that recognized the deity of Christ—the man fell on his knees before Jesus, which is an act of worship as well as recognition of authority, and he begged Jesus to help him.

b.  To implore someone to do something means to plead for their help, recognizing your own helpless situation.  The man had come to the point of total humility and helplessness.  He was a prime candidate for the Lord’s help.  The Lord helps the helpless (not ‘those who help themselves’, which is works.  The man was begging Jesus for His help.  The compassion of Jesus could not ignore anyone begging for His help.

c.  By falling on his knees the man was doing the same thing that the angel in Revelation forbade John from doing (Rev 19:10; 22:9).  This was clearly an act of worship, which was to be done only to God.  The Jews refused to worship the Emperor or any other man in this manner.  God and God alone was to receive this form of worship.  The fact that Jesus accepted this form of worship was His indirect testimony to the fact He was God and knew Himself to be God.


d.  Therefore, the leper demonstrated by his action and by his words that he believed Jesus to be God incarnate.  This man’s faith in the deity of Jesus was enough for Jesus to recognize that this man was a ‘believer’.
3.  “‘If You are willing, You can make me clean.’”

a.  The man then makes a third class conditional statement, meaning “if You are willing and You may or may not be willing.”  The man left everything up to the sovereignty of God.  The leper recognized the sovereign will of God.  If Jesus wanted to remain a leper, then that was God’s will for his life.  If Jesus wanted to heal him, then that was God’s will for his life.  It could go either way and the leper recognized that fact.  The leper knew that Jesus had the sovereign will to do whatever He wanted to do.  The man recognized the sovereignty of God.  Notice the similarity of this healing of a leper with the healing of ten lepers in Lk 17:12-19.

b.  The man’s conclusion based upon the sovereign will of Jesus is that Jesus has the ability to heal him (make him clean).  The leper recognizes and publicly acknowledges the omnipotence of God, since only God had the power to perform this kind of healing.

c.  It is God’s will that everyone be cleansed spiritually.  It is also God’s will that everyone be healed physically, which God will do in His millennial reign and eternal state.  There will be no illness, disease, sickness, or deformity after the second advent of the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  “As Jesus was ministering in one of these places a poor, unclean leper came to Him, and falling down at His feet besought Him to heal him of his dread disease.  He was sure Jesus had power, but was He willing to do this for one so definitely under the curse of God?  For such was the recognized status of a leper in Israel.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The leper appeals to the tenderheartedness of the Messiah.”


b.  “Perhaps we can understand our Lord’s concern for a feverish woman, but that He would meet and touch a leper is somewhat beyond our understanding.  Lepers were supposed to keep their distance and warn everyone that they were coming, lest others would be defiled (Lev 13:45–46).  This man knew that Jesus was able to heal him, but he was not sure the Master was willing to heal him.  Lost sinners today have the same unnecessary concern, for God has made it abundantly clear that He is not willing that sinners perish (2 Pet 3:9) and that He is willing that all men be saved (1 Tim 2:4).  When you read the ‘tests’ for leprosy described in Leviticus 13, you can see how the disease is a picture of sin.  Like sin, leprosy is deeper than the skin (Lev. 13:3); it spreads (Lev 13:5–8); it defiles and isolates (Lev 13:44–46); and it renders things fit only for the fire (Lev 13:47–59).”


c.  “On Jesus’ Galilean tour, a man with leprosy came to Him (a bold move for a leper).  Leprosy included a variety of serious skin diseases ranging from ringworm to true leprosy (Hanson’s bacillus), a progressively disfiguring disease.  This man experienced a pitiful existence due not only to the physical ravages of the disease but also to ritual uncleanness (cf. Lev 13-14) and exclusion from society.  Leprosy brought anguish at all levels: physical, mental, social, and religious.  It serves as an illustration of sin.  The Rabbis regarded leprosy as humanly incurable.  Only twice does the Old Testament record that God cleansed a leper (Num 12:10-15; 2 Kg 5:1-14).  Yet this leper was convinced that Jesus could cleanse him.  Without presumption (If You are willing) and without doubting Jesus’ ability (You can make me clean), he humbly begged Jesus to heal him.”


d.  “Leprosy, that vile and loathsome disease, is a type of sin.  Like sin it is incurable and only Jehovah could cure leprosy.  When Jehovah had healed the disease the priest had to pronounce the leper clean.  This leper recognized in the humble Servant the mighty Jehovah. He kneeled in His presence and expressed his faith in His power and implored Him to make him clean.”


e.  “Leprosy was an unattractive skin disease for which the Bible had prescribed quarantine from the rest of society (Lev 13:45–46), although the Bible did not go as far as many Jewish teachers who blamed the disease on the leper’s sin (often the sin of slander).  Lepers were thus outcasts from the rest of society, the kind of people most healthy people preferred to ignore.  Touching a leper was forbidden, and most people would have been revolted by the thought of it.  The leper approaches Jesus with humility, which was the proper Old Testament way to approach God for prayer, although the fact that he even approaches Jesus also indicates a measure of holy boldness.  Acknowledging that God had the right to refuse the prayer and that one depended on His mercy was not in any way a lack of faith.”


f.  “Jesus’ reputation has reached even to this man cut off from society, and it is such that even leprosy, normally assumed to be incurable, comes under His authority.  To be healed is also to be restored to ‘clean’ society.”


g.  “The man’s humble submission, placing his own sad case completely in the hands of Jesus just as a true child of God must always place himself in God’s hands, marks his faith in Jesus as being of the highest type.  A petition like this can be addressed only to a divine helper, one whose will is the very will of the all-loving and all-wise God.  Luke sates that the man was ‘full of leprosy’; terrible disease was in an advanced stage.  The leper was accounted as one dead and thus as unclean.  We marvel the more at this leper’s boldness in making his way so publicly to the presence of Jesus.  Since leprosy was incurable in those days, and in it advanced stages is still beyond cure in our days, we see why Mark chooses this miracle as one that exhibits the power of Jesus in the highest degree.”
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