John 1:1
Mark 1:33


 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the imperfect periphrastic construction, which is the combination of the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI plus the nominative feminine singular perfect passive participle of the verb EPISUNAGW, which means “to gather together.”

The imperfect plus the perfect tenses combine to form a pluperfect idea, which should be translated “had gathered together.”

The active plus passive voices combine to form a passive idea in which the whole city received the action of being gathered.


The indicative mood and the participle combine to describe a fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective HOLOS, the article, and the noun POLIS, meaning “the whole city.”
“And the whole city had gathered together”
 is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun THURA, meaning “at the door.”
“at the door.”
Mk 1:33 corrected translation
“And the whole city had gathered together at the door.”
Explanation:
1.  “And the whole city had gathered together at the door.”

a.  Mark continues by telling us what happened after sundown on Saturday evening (the beginning of the day after the Sabbath rest).  Jesus is with Andrew and Simon, James and John, Peter’s mother-in-law who has just been healed by Jesus and Peter’s wife.  There may have been other people there (Zebedee, Philip, Nathanael) but they are not mentioned.

b.  People begin coming to the house with their sick and demon-possessed friends, relatives, and neighbors.  Mark tell us that the “whole city” had gathered together at the door of the house.  This is probably a slight exaggeration (Walvoord considers it to be hyperbole; in contrast Ironside says, “This is not mere hyperbole.  Capernaum was not a large city.  From every quarter its inhabitants went to the house of Simon and Andrew, impelled either by curiosity or a sense of need.”
), but it makes the point—there were a whole lot of people asking for Jesus’ help.  One scholar conservatively estimated the population of Capernaum at 1500 people.  Another scholar estimated the population at 10,000.  It is impossible to know exactly, since those Roman census records have been lost long ago.  Even if only a thousand people showed up (two-thirds of the city) it would have taken several hours for Jesus to attend to each person.

c.  An important implication of this statement is that the city as a whole believed that Jesus was at least a prophet from God, who had the power to heal.  They did not yet believe He was the Messiah or the Son of God, but they believed He was someone sent from God.


d.  The disciples must have been astounded at the sight of this crowd showing up.


e.  Mt 8:16, the parallel passage, says, “When evening came, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill.”  Not a single disease remained unhealed.  Not a single demon remained in the area.  For the first time in their lives, the entire population of that city was completed healed and in good health both physically and mentally.  No so-called ‘faith-healer’ is capable of what Jesus did that evening.
2.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “H. V. Morton, in his excellent volume, In the Steps of The Master has an interesting bit of information for us on this point.  He speaks of hot mineral waters containing curative properties, that were the center of the most famous spa in the country.  This was located at the city of Tiberius which was ten miles from Capernaum.  He says that in the time of our Lord these baths attracted the sick from every part of the country.  And so it was that in the midst of a great health resort country, the Great Physician ministered to the ailments of multitudes.  The participle is in the perfect tense, speaking of a past completed action having finished results.  The people had brought their sick to the door of Simon’s house, and had seated themselves, waiting for the new Teacher to heal those who were ill.  They were there to stay until their mission was accomplished.”


b.  “Blessing in the home ought to lead to blessing in the community.  The change in one woman’s life led to miracles in the lives of many people.”


c.  “Imagine the scene as all the city gathered round Peter’s house in the evening.  Imagine the joy and praise as the sick were healed.  Remember, death is a consequence of sin, and sickness is a precursor to death, so sickness is thus a symbol of the havoc sin has wrought on the human race.  These miracles of healing, then, are proof that Jesus can reverse the ravages and consequences of sin; that is why He healed ‘every one’ of the sick.”


d.  “Christian and non-Christian sources attest that Jesus was known to his contemporaries as a worker of miracles.  The vast majority of those recorded are cases of miraculous healing, and the Gospels present healing, often of large number of people, as a regular feature of Jesus’ ministry (Mk 1:32–34; 3:7–12; 6:55f; Lk 7:21f).  Often coupled with his healing miracles (though usually carefully differentiated from them, Mk 1:32–34; Lk 13:32) are his exorcisms.  Both of these activities were expected also of his disciples when they went out in his name (Mk 6:13; Mt 10:8), and they are integrally related with his preaching, as aspects of a total onslaught on the powers of evil, in their physical as well as their spiritual manifestation.  Healing and exorcism were an accepted part of the activity of godly men within 1st-century Judaism, but nothing approaching the intensity of Jesus’ healing ministry is recorded of any contemporary figure.  The range of complaints he healed is very wide, from paralysis to blindness, and from leprosy to a severed ear.  Three cases of restoring to life those who had recently died are also recorded.  Unlike some contemporary exorcists, he used little or no ritual, a mere word of command being often the only means employed (Mt 8:8f, 16).  The overwhelming impression was of his simple authority over physical and spiritual evil, and his compassion for those in need.  His healing ministry was not a bid for recognition, nor was it primarily designed to prove anything, but it was the automatic response of his compassion to human need when he met it.”
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