John 1:1
Mark 1:23


 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the inferential use of the temporal adverb EUTHUS, meaning: then, so then e.g. in Mk 1:21, 23, 29.”
  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past, incomplete action.


The active voice indicates that the situation produced the state of being what it was.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun SUNAGWGĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in their synagogue.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “a man.”

“And then there was a man in their synagogue”
 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association (“with”) from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “spirit” plus the adjective AKATHARTOS, meaning “unclean.”  The phrase is translated:
“with an unclean spirit;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANBAKRAZW, which means “to cry out; to shout; to yell.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the demon possessed man produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and he cried out,”
Mk 1:23 corrected translation
“And then there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit; and he cried out,”
Explanation:
1.  “And then there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit;”

a.  Mark continues the story of Jesus’ teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum at the beginning of His public ministry with a significant event that happened after He finished teaching.

b.  There was a man in the congregation who seemed normal to everyone else, but had a significant problem—he was demon-possessed.  The man was most likely a Jew rather than a proselyte though Mark doesn’t say specifically that he was a Jew.  It doesn’t matter whether or not he was a Jew or Gentile.  What matters is what the demon had to say about Jesus.

c.  For a person to have an unclean spirit that person had to become involved in some sort idolatry or other activity that willingly brought them into contact with a place where demons congregated (for example, a heathen temple).  An unclean spirit is a demon; that is, a fallen angel that is still permitted to have contact with humans.

d.  The word “unclean” indicates that these fallen angels have rebelled against God and retained their state of unrighteousness.  They opposed God in the past and remain in opposition to God now.  The antagonism of this demon to God will be brought out in this passage by what he says.  “The essence of uncleanness is opposition to God.”


e.  The word “spirit” indicates that they are a different kind of creature than animals or mankind.  They have immaterial essence for their bodies in contrast to the physical essence of man.  They are capable of creating disease and illness in mankind or at least counterfeiting it in mankind.

f.  Demons cannot possess a human against the will of that person.  The person has to be willing in some manner to permit the demon to possess them.

2.  “and he cried out,”

a.  The demon then used the vocal cords of the man to make a public statement in the congregation about Jesus.

b.  The demon (through the man) cries out; that is, he shouts what he says, which permits everyone in the congregation to hear what is said.  It is as if the demon is shocked and surprised, when he recognizes who Jesus is, and can’t help but shout out what he says.

c.  With this incident Mark begins the revelation of the angelic conflict that invades human history and was on-going throughout the first advent of Christ.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “We wonder how many synagogue services that man had attended without revealing that he was demonized.  It took the presence of the Son of God to expose the demon.”


b.  “The presence of Jesus and His authoritative teaching in the synagogue provoked a strong outburst from a man under control of an evil spirit (literally, ‘an unclean spirit,’ Semitic for ‘demon; cf. verse 34).  The demon spoke through the man who cried out.”


c.  “According to early Christian literature, demons do not operate in a vacuum.  They ‘oppress,’ attacking people from without, or ‘possess,’ entering an individual’s body and attacking it from within.  They cause diseases and sicknesses of all kind, although not all sicknesses may be attributed to them (Mk 1:32; 2:10–12).  For people in antiquity, certain kinds of sickness were caused by demons even if the symptoms can be explained by modern medicine.  The presence of a demon in a person might sometimes not be obvious to a third party unless confronted by an exorcist (Mk 1:21–28).  Most of the time, however, a demonic activity in a person’s life would be obvious (Mk 5:1–19; 9:14–29).”


d.  “The Scriptures plainly tell us of the reality of demon possession.  This was not just a Jewish superstition.  On this occasion the service was interrupted by a man under the control of a wicked and unclean spirit.”


e.  “A sabbath day’s teaching in the synagogue makes an impression not only on the human bystanders but also on the spirit world, now stirred to violent resistance.”


f.  “Presumably Jesus discussed Satan’s activity in His teaching as something elicited this response from the demoniac.  This hypothesis also provides a good basis for understanding the amazement at His teaching, for He confidently ventured into a topic on which the scribes could not (and probably, out of fear, would not) teach with authority.  Faced with an exposé of his work, Satan was obliged to confront Jesus.  This demon acted on behalf of the demonic world, as the switch from singular to plural indicates (Mk 1:24 compared to Lk 4:34).”


g.  “The presence of evil, supernatural powers cannot be rationalized away, and, just as theologians recognize that the Holy Spirit works through people’s lives for their good, so too we may perhaps recognize a similar activity by evil spirits.”


h.  “The tendency is strong among modern commentators, even of the better sort, to deny the reality of demoniacal possession as it is recorded in the Scriptures.  The demoniacs are supposed to have been people who were afflicted with some mania, an unbalanced condition of mind, were perhaps lunatics or epileptics.  These explanations, however, run afoul of something that is far more serious.  Either Jesus knew or did not know that these were not demoniacs.  If He did not know their real condition, we have a Savior who was as ignorant as the people of His day.  If He did know that these were not devil-possessed then He acted as if they were, and we have a Savior who could act a lie. To say that Jesus only ‘accommodated himself’ to the popular opinion leaves His case under a fatal moral stigma.  The fact is that He never lowered Himself to any falsehood, however widely and strongly it was held.”
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