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Mark 1:17


 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to Peter and Andrew.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”
“And Jesus said to them,”
 is the adverb DEUTE, which is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb DEURW, used as a plural of the adverb DEUTO, meaning “Come!”  With this we have the preposition OPISW plus the adverbial genitive of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “after Me; follow Me.”

“‘Come! Follow Me,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person singular future active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to make: I will make.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to Peter and Andrew.  This is followed by the aorist active indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun ALIEUW, meaning “fishermen.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of men.”
“and I will make you become fishermen of men.’”
Mk 1:17 corrected translation
“And Jesus said to them, ‘Come! Follow Me, and I will make you become fishermen of men.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And Jesus said to them, ‘Come! Follow Me,”

a.  As Jesus was walking along the shore of the lake of Galilee, He was looking for two men, whom He had met at the Jordan River several months prior to this.  These two men were followers of John the Baptist and had spent the rest of the day talking with Jesus and seeing where He was staying.  They soon left with Him and made the several days walk back to Cana of Galilee with Him, where they attended a wedding and saw Him turn water into wine.  After that they returned to their fishing business, which they shared with another couple of brothers and the father of those sons (James, John, and Zebedee).  The two men Jesus knew well and was looking for were Andrew and his brother Peter.

b.  Upon finding them near the shore casting nets from each side of their boat, He called out to them and invited them to come with Him and follow Him as His students.  Normally students in Israel sought out the teacher and asked to join the teacher’s class.  In this case the teacher found the students He wanted and invited them to join His class.  “A basic feature of NT discipleship is that it begins with a call in which Jesus takes the initiative (Mk 1:17; Mt 4:19; Lk 9:49; Jn 1:43).  This differs sharply from rabbinic practice, in which it is the student’s duty to find a teacher.  A further point is that Jesus calls those who seem to lack the necessary qualifications (Mk 2:13ff.).”


c.  We have to remember that Andrew and Peter had already spent about a week with Jesus, talking to Him, listening to Him, learning about His background, upbringing, family, etc.  He was no stranger to them, when He made this invitation.  They had heard from John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus, that Jesus was the Messiah, the Lamb of God.  They had seen at least one miracle already performed by Him.  They had talked with their friends James and John about Him.  This was not just some chance occurrence at the lake.  Jesus knew exactly who He wanted on His team and He knew where to find them.  They knew exactly who He was and that He wasn’t just another itinerant preacher.

d.  The invitation to follow Him meant to do exactly that.  They were to follow Him every day and live as He lived, do what He did, learn from what He said, and say what He said.  They were to mirror His life in their thoughts, words, and deeds.

2.  “and I will make you become fishermen of men.’”

a.  Jesus then makes them a promise of what He will do for them.  They will change fishing professions.  Instead of being fishermen of fish, they will become fishermen of men.


(1)  “It would be a slow and long process, but Jesus could and would do it.  He would undertake to make fishers of men out of fishermen.”



(2)  “The addition of the words ‘to become,’ indicates a long, slow process in making them soul winners.”


b.  Fish are hard to catch; men will not be.  Some men will never be caught, but their boat will be overflowing with other fish.

c.  They will learn how to use the correct bait, which is the Father’s promise of eternal life to anyone who believes in Jesus.


d.  The Lord will make this happen for them.  They will not do this to themselves.


e.  It will be a process of becoming fishermen of men.  It will not happen suddenly.  They will have to learn the ‘do’s’ and ‘don’t’ of fishing for men.


f.  They will no longer earn their living by bringing fish out of the sea/lake.  Now they will earn their living by bringing men out of Satan’s system of spiritual death.


g.  Jesus was offering them a new life, a new profession, and a chance to serve God in a way they never imagined possible for them.  They didn’t hesitate to join Him.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The term ‘fishers of men’ was not new.  For centuries, Greek and Roman philosophers had used it to describe the work of the man who seeks to ‘catch’ others by teaching and persuasion.  Fishing for men is but one of many pictures of evangelism in the Bible, and we must not limit ourselves to it.  Jesus also talked about the shepherd seeking the lost sheep (Lk 15:1–7), and the workers in the harvest-field (Jn 4:34–38).  Since these four men were involved in the fishing business, it was logical for Jesus to use this approach.  Jesus had four and possibly seven men in the band of disciples who were professional fishermen (see Jn 21:1–3).  Why would Jesus call so many fishermen to His side?  For one thing, fishermen were busy people; usually professional fishermen did not sit around doing nothing.  They either sorted their catch, prepared for a catch, or mended their equipment.  The Lord needs busy people who are not afraid to work.  Fishermen have to be courageous and patient people. It certainly takes patience and courage to win others to Christ.  Fishermen must have skill; they must learn from others where to find the fish and how to catch them.  Soul-winning demands skill too.  These men had to work together, and the work of the Lord demands cooperation.  But most of all, fishing demands faith: fishermen cannot see the fish and are not sure their nets will enclose them.  Soul-winning requires faith and alertness too, or we will fail.”


b.  “The words ‘Come, follow Me’ are literally, ‘Come after Me,’ a technical expression that meant ‘Go behind Me as a disciple.’  Unlike a Rabbi whose pupils sought Him out, Jesus took the initiative and called His followers.  The call included Jesus’ promise: ‘and I will make you to become fishers of men.’  He had ‘caught’ them for His kingdom; now He would equip them to share His task, to become (implies preparation) fishers who catch ‘men’.  The fishing metaphor was probably suggested by the brothers’ occupation but also had an Old Testament background (Jer 16:16; Ezek 29:4-5; Amos 4:2; Hab 1:14-17).  Though the prophets used this figure to express divine judgment, Jesus used it positively to indicate an avoidance of divine judgment.  In view of the impending righteous rule of God Jesus summoned these men to the task of gathering people out of the ‘sea’ (OT imagery for sin and death, Isa 57:20-21).”


c.  “Fishing was a difficult work, and those who engaged in it were considered uncultured.  The occupation of fisherman was one of the ‘most shameful occupations’ according to Cicero (Acts 2:7).”


d.  “It is a mistake to attempt to apply these words [‘I will make you fishers of men’] to all disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In a special way He selected these two, and others later, for a great soul-winning ministry.  But we may be assured that all who follow Him faithfully will be used of Him in some way that would not be true otherwise.  We are not to conclude from this that all who follow the Lord Jesus Christ will become great soul-winners.  Some are called to serve in a much humbler capacity.  Some have no ability to preach, or even to do effective personal work.  But each one is called to serve in whatever place the Lord puts him, even if it be but to suffer for His sake.  All can participate in the ministry of prayer and thereby be a real help to those to whom is committed the preaching of the Word.”


e.  “Fishermen, then as now, formed a distinct class.  The strenuousness of the work (Lk 5:2–5) ruled out the weak and indolent.  They were crude in manner, rough in speech and in their treatment of others (Lk 9:49, 54; Jn 18:10).  James and John before they became tempered by Jesus’ influence were nicknamed the “sons of thunder” (Mk 3:17).  The fishermen’s exposure to all kinds of weather made them hardy and fearless.  They were accustomed to bear with patience many trying circumstances.  They often toiled for hours without success; yet they were always ready to try once more (Lk 5:5; Jn 21:3).”


f.  “This latter call is important because it shows that Jesus purposed from the beginning to create a new society.  He was not simply teaching people in a vague, amorphous group; He intended to collect disciples who should later be His messengers.  These disciples were learners of a practical craft, and in the company of their Master they were to catch His spirit.”


g.  “Especially significant is the promise of Jesus to make certain prospective disciples ‘fishers of men’.  His example, teaching, and mighty works were needed to achieve the promised result.”


h.  “A few people in Jewish Palestine were rich; most were relatively poor.  Some, like fishermen, tended to fall between the rich and the poor (distinctions were less clearly drawn in Galilee than in much of the empire).  James and John were clearly not poor—they had ‘hired servants’ (v. 20), as only well-off people did.  Peter and Andrew were probably in business with James and John (Lk 5:7–10.  This text indicates that none of these disciples left their business behind because it was going badly; they left behind well-paying jobs.  Many Jewish teachers in Jesus’ day felt that the greatest commandment was to honor one’s parents.  To abruptly leave behind one’s family and the family business was a great sacrifice that went against everything the culture taught.  Disciples usually sought out their own teachers.  Because discipleship often involved temporarily laying aside one’s livelihood and being apart from one’s wife and children, the decision to choose a teacher would have normally been made only after much deliberation, especially when the teacher traveled from place to place instead of staying in one town to teach.”


i.  “At this stage they did not realize that Jesus was calling them to full-time service; that would come later.  Here they left their preoccupation of the moment, their nets and boats; later they would leave ‘all.’  Note the ‘become’ in Mk 1:17; this stresses that being an evangelist is not an instantaneous ‘gift’ but rather the result of a training process.  These four were invited to accompany Jesus so that He could make them into evangelists.  Likewise, if we wish to become effective evangelists for our Lord, we must spend time with Him.”
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