John 1:1
Luke 9:58



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun ALWPĒS, meaning “The foxes.”
  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun PHWLEOS, which means “holes, dens.”
   With this we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that foxes produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And then Jesus said to him, ‘The foxes have holes”
 is the additive use of the neuter plural article and noun PETEINOS with the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “the birds of the air.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun KATASKĒNWSIS, which means “nests; a place to live.”

“and the birds of the air nests;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” plus the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of Man.”  The title “Son of Man” is the metaphorical equivalent of the subject “I.”  This is followed by the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is a customary/aoristic present, which describes the typical state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the interrogative adverb of place (note the circumflex accent, not the acute enclitic accent of the adverb of place) POU, meaning “where: has no place, has nowhere Mt 8:20; Lk 9:58; 12:17.”
  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, used as a possessive pronoun and noun KEPHALĒ, meaning “His head.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist or present (both forms are identical for this verb) active indicative from the verb KLINW, which means “to incline; to lean; to lay down one’s head, Mt 8:20; Lk 9:58.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which is translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “might.”

“however the Son of Man has nowhere He might lay His head.’”
Lk 9:58 corrected translation
“And then Jesus said to him, ‘The foxes have holes and the birds of the air nests; however the Son of Man has nowhere He might lay His head.’”
Mt 8:20, “Jesus said to him, ‘The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And then Jesus said to him, ‘The foxes have holes”

a.  Luke continues the story of Jesus and His small band of followers journeying to Jerusalem for the festival of Tabernacles with the Lord’s reply to the scribe who announced that he would follow Jesus wherever He might go.  Jesus replies with a statement of truth that is part parable, part analogy, and part metaphor or proverb.


b.  Foxes have holes in the ground in which they live.  We call these holes a fox’s den.  It is the place where the fox is home and safe from harm.  Every fox has a safe place to go to and hide.  The analogy is not that Jesus did not own a home.  He very much did have a home, because He moved His family from Nazareth to Capernaum at the beginning of His public ministry.  His house is mentioned in Mk 9:33, “And they came to Capernaum; and after being in the house, He began asking them, ‘What were you discussing on the way?’”  Also Mk 10:10, “And in the house again the disciples began asking Him about this.”  The move to Capernaum is mentioned in Jn 2:12, “After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers and His disciples; and they stayed there a few days.”

2.  “and the birds of the air nests;”

a.  Jesus continues with another analogy and example of what His life is like right now.  All birds make nests in trees, where they are safe from predatory animals on the ground.  The nest is their ‘safe house’, the place where they can go and be free from worry about being captured and killed.


b.  Jesus does not have a ‘safe house’.  He has nowhere He can go to get away from the high priest and the Sanhedrin’s plots to have Him arrested and killed.  There is no nest to which He can flee.

3.  “however the Son of Man has nowhere He might lay His head.’”

a.  In contrast to the foxes with their dens and the birds with their nests, Jesus has no safe place to which He can go and hide.  Everyone knows who He is and where He is at.  He can be found and arrested at any place and any time.  The only thing protecting Him now is the plan of God the Father and the high priest’s fear of the crowd’s reaction should Jesus be arrested publicly.


b.  Jesus has a home, but He has no safe place of protection.  This will be proven in the Garden of Gethsemane, where He will not even be able to lay His head for a final night’s sleep after prayer.  Jesus will not even be able to hide in the Garden of Gethsemane.  There is nowhere He can go without impending danger.  This is something the scribe does not realize and is being given fair warning by Jesus.  The Lord doesn’t turn him away from following Him, but makes sure the man realizes the cost of so doing—he will live a life of constant danger.  This is hard for us in America to appreciate as a reality in life, because we have so much security and comfort.  But imagine being a Christian in the Islamic State.  Every moment is a moment of impending danger with the threat of being arrested, tortured and beheaded.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus describes what disciples can expect when He is their example.  His situation is worse than that of beasts: foxes and birds have places to stay, but the Son of Man has no home.  Homelessness has been Jesus’ fate from his birth [That is so not true; He grew up in a wonderful home in Nazareth].  A disciple of Jesus must realize that following Him means living as a stranger in the world, because a choice for Jesus is a choice rejected by many in the world.  Many will not follow Jesus and will reject His disciples.  To be a disciple takes resolve.  Plutarch (Lives of Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus) mentions the hardship of being a soldier: ‘The wild beasts roam over Italy and each one has its own hole or lair, but those who fight and die for Italy have only the light and the air as their portion’.   Sirach 36:31: ‘For who will trust a nimble robber that skips from city to city?  So who will trust a man that has no nest, but lodges wherever night overtakes him?’  The proverb applies primarily to Jesus and then to those who follow in His steps.  What is true of the suffering Son of Man is true of His disciples.  To live ‘rejected’ and ‘homeless’ means to trust God and know that one’s home is with Him.  There is a deep note of pathos in Jesus’ remark.  The disciple must realize that the choice to follow Jesus is not an easy one. Mt 8:20 reproduces Jesus’ saying word for word.”


b.  “Jesus’ response was that a person desiring to follow Him must give up what others consider necessities. Jesus had no home of His own nor did His followers.”
  This commentator misses the point completely.  This isn’t about necessities in life, but about security in life.  Jesus’ followers clearly had homes.  Peter, James and John’s homes are mentioned numerous times.

c.  “Jesus warned him that while wild animals have places where they can rest by night, He Himself did not know from day to day as he moved around the country where He would find shelter, or even if He would find shelter for the next night; and His companions must be prepared to share the same uncertain lot.  [There is more involved here than just shelter; this commentator misses the point about no security from danger, which the animals have.]  This lack of any place which he could call his own [this is not about having a place to call one’s own, but having a place of security and safety from one’s enemies] was only one aspect of the humiliation of the Son of Man—a humiliation which many of the disciples found it hard to accept.  The saying has been made harder than it really is by attempts to understand the phrase ‘the Son of Man’ as something more (or less) than a way of referring to Jesus himself.  [Replace the phrase ‘Son of Man’ with the subject “I” and there is no issue.]  One suggestion is that the phrase here simply means ‘man’ in general, and that its application to Jesus is secondary.  That is to say, the saying is in origin a proverb meaning that wild animals have their natural resting-places [safe-houses] but man is homeless.  There is no evidence for the currency of such a proverb, and in any case it would not be true.”


d.  “Many Palestinian Jews were poor, but few were homeless; Jesus had given up even home to travel and is completely dependent on the hospitality and support of others.”


e.  “This story teaches that a minister of Christ cannot be assured of a fixed abode; he is to go where God wants him to go.”
  This commentator misses the deeper meaning of the story—the issue of lack of safety and security in Satan’s kingdom, where the king prowls around like a lion, waiting for his chance to kill.

f.  “The fact is, Jesus sometimes did have a place to lay His head before and after this saying.  He had enjoyed Peter’s home in Capernaum and later would find respite and refreshment in the Bethany home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.  So what did Jesus mean by His strong assertion?  He meant that at times those who followed Him would literally be homeless [that is not true for millions of Christians], that they would undergo immense discomfort.  But more, Jesus was saying that if you walk with Him, you will sense that the world is not your home.  There will be dissonance, discomfort, unease, and rejection.  He was saying that to follow Him, one must embrace a life of discomfort.”
  Again we have another commentator missing the point about the danger for a Christian living in Satan’s world.  This saying isn’t about homelessness, which millions of Christians never experience.  Why do we need a guardian angel?  Because God is guarding us from the ruler of this world who wants to kill us daily, just as he longed for the untimely death of the Son of Man.


g.  “Jesus was not a pauper; He did not live in the squalor of poverty; He was no mendicant monk, no ragged and emaciated beggar.  His company had a purse and a treasurer who handled enough to give to the poor at times, enough for Judas to steal from, 200 denarii at one time.”


h.  That the title ‘Son of Man’ “has replaced a simple ‘I’ in the saying…is pure conjecture.”
  Marshall couldn’t be more wrong.

� BDAG, p. 49.


� BDAG, p. 1071.


� BDAG, p. 527.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (3rd ed., p. 858). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� BDAG, p. 550.


� Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, pp. 978–979). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.


� Martin, J. A. (1985). Luke. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 232). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Kaiser, W. C., Jr., Davids, P. H., Bruce, F. F., & Brauch, M. T. (1996). Hard Sayings of the Bible (p. 463). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity.


� Keener, C. S. (1993). The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Lk 9:57–58). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Mt 8:19–Lk 9:62). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� Hughes, R. K. (1998). Luke: that you may know the truth (p. 372). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books.


� Lenski, p. 560.


� Marshall, p. 410.





2
5

