John 1:1
Luke 9:40



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the first person singular aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb DEOMAI, which means “to beg: I begged.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but action in function, and indicates that the father of the boy produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the genitive direct object from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your disciples.”  This is followed by the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that” or simply “that.”  With this we have the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb EKBALLW, which means “to cast out: they might cast out.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the disciples might produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is subjunctive of purpose with HINA.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it.”

“And I begged Your disciples that they might cast it out,”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet.”  Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person plural aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the disciples) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and yet they were not able.’”
Lk 9:40 corrected translation
“And I begged Your disciples that they might cast it out, and yet they were not able.’”
Mt 17:16, “I brought him to Your disciples, and they could not cure him.”
Mk 9:18b, “I told Your disciples to cast it out, and they could not do it.”
Explanation:
1.  “And I begged Your disciples that they might cast it out,”

a.  The demon-possessed boy’s father continues his description of his dilemma by informing Jesus that he had begged Jesus’ other nine disciples to try and cast out the demon.  Remember that while Jesus went up the mountain with Peter, John, and James, the other nine disciples were left behind, waiting at the bottom of the mountain.  They had been there for two days (the day Jesus and the three walked up the mountain and the day they came down).  The father probably came to Jesus’ disciples on the second day they were there.


b.  It is likely that during the time Jesus was gone, the nine disciples were doing exactly what Jesus wanted them to do when He sent them out to evangelize Galilee.  They were busy healing people, exorcizing demons, and presenting the message of the gospel.  Because of their success in healing and helping people physically and spiritually a crowd had formed.

2.  “and yet they were not able.’”

a.  At some point this father came along with his demon-possessed boy, who had all the symptoms of epilepsy, which were being duplicated by the demon.  The father begged the disciples to heal his only son, but they were not able to do so.


b.  As a result the disciples ended up getting into an argument with some scribes (Mk 9:14).  Remember that Jesus had given the disciples authority over all demons and the disciples had already reported their success in healing people of demon possession.  (Lk 9:1, “Then, after calling together the twelve, He gave them power and authority over all the demons and to heal diseases.”  Compared with Lk 9:6, 10).
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Something else compounded the son’s tragic situation: previous efforts to cast out the spirit had failed.  The disciples, presumably the nine who did not go up the mountain, had tried to exorcise the spirit, but were unable to rid the boy of it.  The reference to ‘begging’ repeats the verb of Lk 9:38, where the man asked for Jesus’ help.  The natural reading of the text is that this was a bothersome and unusual result.  Luke implies their failure, especially since several events in this section expose the disciples’ shortcomings.  Luke does not dwell on the reasons for the failure.  He simply mentions it.  Mk 9:28–29 = Mt 17:19–20 ends the account with a brief reply about the disciples’ inability to cast out the spirit, with Matthew attributing the failure to their lack of faith and Mark to a need for prayer.  The disciples may have lacked sufficient trust in and dependence on God to deal with this spirit.  They failed to ask God for help.  The rebuke noted in Luke suggests an absence of faith, but Luke gives no explicit reason.  It is interesting that the blame is not put on those seeking the healing, but on those offering it.  The point of the other Synoptics is that difficult spiritual opposition can be overcome only by prayer.  Luke, however, makes nothing of this.”


b.  “The challenge of this case is emphasized even further when the man notes the failure of the disciples to cast out the demon.  We are reminded that the disciples had been given the capacity to do the very thing they have now proved themselves to be incapable of doing; indeed, they were given power and authority over all demons.  Why not this one?  In spite of their status as emissaries of the Messiah of God, in this instance they are no better than the physicians who failed to help the hemorrhaging woman (Lk 8:43).  In the face of such obstacles, the man’s approach to Jesus is remarkable.  He cries out for help and begs for assistance; his faith apparently persists in spite of his son’s condition and the failure of the disciples.”


c.  “It seems that the disciples were relying on their commission to perform miracles, not realizing that this power had been given to provide confirming signs until Israel had accepted or rejected Jesus as their Christ.  Now that Israel had rejected Him, the power had ceased, so they had to look to another source of power, faith supported by prayer—not their commission.  The commission was to be reinstated later, so that signs could confirm the apostolic ministry as an authoritative continuation of Jesus Christ’s ministry.”
  This is an interesting theory, but it is theory based upon a certain amount of speculation.

d.  “The root of the apostles’ powerlessness was their unbelief.  Their failure was not because they did not try. They did their very best, no doubt repeatedly, probably using previously successful formulas.  Their problem was, they had subtly moved from trust in God to faith in the process, which is to say faith in themselves.  They had cast out demons before—certainly they could do it again.  This is evidenced by their lack of prayer, as Jesus briefly notes in Mark’s account (Mk 9:28-29).  Significantly, their unbelief and prayerlessness developed in just over a week!”
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