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

 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular aorist deponent indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur, take place or come to pass.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the situation about to be described) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Not stated, but implied, is the conjunction HOTI after verbs of being/happening/occurring to introduce the content of what is occurring, happening.  It is translated “[that].”  Next we have the locative of time from the feminine singular article and temporal adverb EXĒS, with the noun HĒMERA, meaning “on the next day.”

“Then it happened on the next day [that],”
 is the genitive absolute construction in which the genitive participle functions like a finite verb and the pronoun in the genitive functions as the subject of the participle.  The construction is grammatical independent of the rest of the sentence, and therefore, called ‘absolute’.  First, we have the genitive masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb KATERCHOMAI, which means “to come down.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus and the three disciples produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after they came down.”

With this we have the genitive ‘subject’ from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they” and referring to Jesus and the three disciples.  Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the neuter singular article and noun OROS, meaning “from the mountain.”

“after they came down from the mountain,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb SUNANTAW, which means “to meet: met.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that a large crowd produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun OCHLOS plus the adjective POLUS, meaning “a large crowd.”

“a large crowd met Him.”
Lk 9:37 corrected translation
“Then it happened on the next day [that], after they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met Him.”
Mk 9:14, “When they came back to the disciples, they saw a large crowd around them, and some scribes arguing with them.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then it happened on the next day [that], after they came down from the mountain,”

a.  Luke continues the story of our Lord’s first advent by telling us what happened the next day, after the transfiguration.


b.  Jesus and the three disciples spent the night sleeping on the mountain.  The next morning they proceeded to come down from the mountain.  After coming down from the mountain a large crowd met them.


c.  The mountain symbolizes something extraordinary and magnificent.  Coming down from the mountain symbolizes returning to the routine activities of life.  Every day cannot be and will not be days of transfiguration.  Of the more than 1200 days of our Lord’s first advent ministry only one day contained a spectacular transfiguration.  All the rest were normal, except the day Christ died.  There was no other day like that in the history of the world.

2.  “a large crowd met Him.”

a.  We are not told how large the crowd was, but given the other accounts of feeding the 5000 and feeding the 4000 it is not hard to imagine several thousand people waiting for Jesus’ arrival.


b.  The implication of this statement is that the crowd knew where Jesus and three of His disciples had gone, because the other nine disciples were still waiting for them at the bottom of the mountain.  Moses had gone up on Mount Sinai and come down with the word of God.  People were curious to see if Jesus would come down with stone tablets containing a new Law and with a veiled face or some other spectacular feature that indicated His presence with God.


c.  The crowd would be disappointed if they were looking for a new Law, a veiled face, or anything else.  Jesus returned just as He had departed, and there were probably some disappointed people in the crowd.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The phrase ‘on the next day shows that the Transfiguration took place on the preceding night.”


b.  “The mountaintop experience ends, and on the next day (probably indicates that the transfiguration took place at night) Jesus descends with His companions to rejoin the others.  When they arrive, a big crowd meets him.  Only Mk 9:14 notes the dispute between Jesus’ disciples and the scribes.  The subject of the dispute is not given, but one could surmise that it centered on Jesus or, more probably, on the disciples’ failure to heal the boy who is about to be introduced (Lk 9:38).  Jesus came not to glory in the mountaintop experience, but to touch the needs of people and heal their pain.  He did so by overcoming those forces that stand opposed to humanity.  Luke’s introduction differs from that in Mt 17:9 = Mk 9:9a, since they include an instruction of silence about the transfiguration and remarks about Elijah, which Luke does not have.”


c.  “We dare not stay on the glorious mountaintop when there are battles to fight in the valley below.”


d.  “Only as this scene unfolds will it become clear how important it is that Jesus’ followers learn to integrate into their understanding of the one divine purpose these seemingly disparate elements: dishonor, rejection, and even death on the one hand, the exercise of divine authority, elevated status before God, and service in the salvific mission on the other.”


e.  “This event relates to the transfiguration by contrast; this is what the devil was doing in the valley while Christ was on the mountain top.  Luke tells us it took more than a day to descend from the mountain and to return to where the other nine disciples were.  This, and Mk 9:28, suggest that the disciples remained in Caesarea Philippi or an adjacent village, for they were not camping out.”
  Why it takes two days to descend from the mountain, when it only took one day to walk up it is not explained by this commentator.

f.  “What a conversation the three disciples must have had as they bounced down the slopes.  It was likely all theology—questions about the relationship of Elijah and Messiah, the sequence of events, the Resurrection.  They did not understand it all, but Peter and ‘the Sons of Thunder’ were exhilarated.  But their reverie was quickly shattered when they arrived at ground level and came face to face with demonic powers.”
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