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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun PETROS, meaning “Peter.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  Next we have the nominative masculine plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those,” referring to James and John.  Then we have the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the third person masculine singular person use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with him,” referring to Peter.  This is followed by the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI plus the nominative masculine plural perfect passive participle is the verb BAREW, which means “to be weighed down, burdened or heavy.”  This is a pluperfect periphrastic construction.
  In Modern English we use the phrase “to be overcome with sleep.”


The descriptive imperfect tense of EIMI plus the consummative perfect tense of BAREW describe a past, completed action that now exists.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “had.”


The active voice of EIMI plus the passive voice of BAREW indicate that the three disciples received the action of being overcome with sleep.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact with the participle being circumstantial.

Then we have the instrumental of means/manner from the masculine singular noun HUPNOS, meaning “with sleep.”

“Now Peter and those with him had been overcome with sleep;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb DIAGRĒGOREW, which means “to be fully awake.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the three disciples produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after being fully awake.”

Next we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “to see: they saw.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His glory.”

“however, after being fully awake, they saw His glory”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective DUO plus the noun ANĒR, meaning “the two men.”  Then we have the appositional accusative masculine plural articular perfect active participle of the verb SUNISTĒMI, which means “to stand together.”


The article functions to substantivize the participle, so that it functions as an adjective, modifying the previous noun ANĒR.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of a past action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the instrumental of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with Him,” referring to Jesus.

“and the two men standing together with Him.”
Lk 9:32 corrected translation
“Now Peter and those with him had been overcome with sleep; however, after being fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men standing together with Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now Peter and those with him had been overcome with sleep;”

a.  Luke continues the story of the transfiguration of Jesus by giving some background information, which is necessary to understand further events in the story.  Peter, John, and James had all been overcome with sleep while praying with Jesus.  They were now fast asleep.  We don’t know how long they have been asleep or when they fell asleep.  The issue is simply the fact that they were asleep.


b.  Some commentators have assumed from this statement that the transfiguration must have occurred at night.  That is certainly possible, but not necessarily so.  People often are overcome with sleep in the middle of the afternoon, especially after eating lunch.  Ask most teenagers and they will tell you that the hardest classes to stay awake in are the afternoon classes.  And there have been many days when 2-3 p.m. seems to be the time for the sleep monster to arrive.  And if your eyes are closed in prayer, while you are reclining on the ground, then it is almost a hopeless situation to stay awake.  We should also remember that the disciples spent all of that day climbing up a 9000 foot mountain.  They would have been ready for a nap by the time they arrived anywhere near the summit.


c.  Falling asleep on this occasion will not prepare them for the Garden of Gethsemane, where the same three men will fall asleep again while Jesus is praying.

2.  “however, after being fully awake, they saw His glory”

a.  In contrast to their being fully asleep, after waking up partially and seeing Jesus in all His glory, they became fully awake.  The implication is that the sight of Jesus transfigured was so amazing and so magnificent that it shocked them into full alertness and consciousness.


b.  This is not saying that they didn’t see Jesus’ glory until they were fully awake.  It is saying that they saw His glory and in doing so became fully awake.  The sight of His glory fully awakened their senses.


c.  The word “glory” refers to the manifestation of the deity or ‘divineness’ of Jesus.  What had been veiled to them by our Lord’s human body now came forth to reveal a portion of His ‘unapproachable light’.  (1 Tim 6:15-16, “He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see.  To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.”  Compare Rev 21:23-24, “Furthermore the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp [is] the Lamb.  In addition the peoples [believers] will walk by its light.  Furthermore the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,”)


d.  The important issue here is the fact that the three disciples saw the manifestation of the deity of Jesus and recognized that He was deity.  It is likely that the two men standing with Jesus were also dressed in the same uniform of glory (a white robe with a gold sash).

3.  “and the two men standing together with Him.”

a.  In addition to the vision of Jesus in His uniform of glory, the disciples also see two men standing together with Jesus.  They are engaged in a conversation as we shall see.


b.  These two men have already been identified in verse 30 as Moses and Elijah.  Did the disciples recognize exactly who these two men were?  Probably not by sight.  But listening to the conversation, they might have heard Jesus address them by name or they may have been able to deduce who they were by the nature of what was being said.


c.  Notice that Jesus is now standing and so are those with him.  The implication is that the three disciples probably got to their feet as well.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “They had apparently climbed the mountain in the early part of the night and were now overcome with sleep as Jesus prolonged his prayer.  Luke alone tells of their sleep.  The same word is used of the eyes of these three disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mt 26:43).”


b.  “Luke adds another unique detail: as Jesus prayed, the disciples drifted off to sleep.  (They do this again before Jesus’ arrest—Lk 21:45.)  They awaken to the scene—thus apparently missing most of the conversation—to see Jesus glorified and two men standing with him.  What is described is clearly distinguished from a vision or dream (the mention of sleep might indicate that the event occurred in the evening, but that is not certain; if the disciples were tired, they could have fallen asleep at any time).  An event without the disciples now becomes more public.”


c.  “As the disciples woke up, they were overwhelmed with the glory of the situation.”


d.  “The apostles are characterized as weighed down with sleep, barely awake, but aware of the scene unfolding before them.”
  They were fully asleep and became fully awake.

e.  “The disciples awoke and, in astonishment and terror, took the scene in.”
  The passage says nothing about the disciples being terrified.

f.  “What an amazing conversation that must have been!  Peter, James, and John probably missed much of it due to their drowsiness and ignorance.”


g.  “We brush aside the speculations that prior to the final resurrection the souls of the saints in haven are temporarily clothed with some kind of a heavenly body.  Like the angels, the saints in haven have no bodies of any kind.”
  Lenski does not believe in the existence of some sort of ‘interim’ body (some type of body to house the soul and spirit between the physical body in the grave and the resurrection body).  Thus Jesus’ soul went to Torments without a body to make His victorious proclamation, and we have no body after death until the resurrection.  However, here we have Moses and Elijah ‘standing’ with Jesus, which is impossible to do without some kind of body.  The passage speaks more for the existence of some sort of ‘interim body’ than it does against the idea.
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