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

 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring to Moses and Elijah.  Then we have the nominative masculine plural aorist passive participle of the verb HORAW, which means “to become visible; to appear.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Moses and Elijah received the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after appearing.”

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “in glory.”  This is followed by the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say; to speak; to talk about.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that Moses and Elijah were producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EXODOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His departure.”

“who, after appearing in glory, were talking about His departure”
 is the appositional accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” (departure).  Then we have the imperfect periphrastic construction, which combines two verb forms to transmit a single verbal idea.  First, we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb MELLW, which means “to be about to.”  Second we have the present active infinitive from the verb PLĒROW, which means “to fulfill; to complete; to bring to completion.”


The imperfect + present tenses combine to describe a present ingressive aspect, which emphasizes what Jesus was about to do.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is about to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.


The infinitive is complementary, completing the action of the verb MELLW.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun HIEROSOLUMA, meaning “in Jerusalem.”

“which He was about to fulfill in Jerusalem.”
Lk 9:31 corrected translation
“who, after appearing in glory, were talking about His departure, which He was about to fulfill in Jerusalem.”
Explanation:
1.  “who, after appearing in glory, were talking about His departure”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “And behold, two men were talking with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, who, after appearing in glory, were talking about His departure, which He was about to fulfill in Jerusalem.”

b.  Luke continues by telling us that Moses and Elijah also appeared ‘in glory’, which means they were wearing the same uniform of glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. (a white robe with a gold sash, described in Rev 1).  The fact these two believers were wearing their uniform of glory only indicates that they were victorious in their spiritual lives, and this is how they would appear at the second advent of Jesus.  They were not already glorified before Jesus, since He had not won His battle on the Cross yet, nor been resurrected, nor been glorified in heaven.


c.  Moses and Elijah were talking with Jesus about His departure.  ‘His departure’ could refer to just His physical death on the Cross or to His ascension from this earth into heaven or both.  The next phrase narrows it down to just the Cross.  Were they encouraging Jesus to not be afraid of death?  Not hardly.  Jesus had no fear of death.  He had stated several times that the Father would raise Him on the third day.  Death was nothing to fear for Him, since He was the creator of death and life.  He created death as the punishment for sin.  He had raised people from the dead.  He had complete control over death.  More likely Moses and Elijah were encouraging Him to continue in the Father’s plan to go to the Cross and save the world of believers.  Just as Jesus wanted Peter, James and John to pray with Him in the Garden of Gethsemane before the Cross, so He welcomed Moses and Elijah and their companionship before this event.  In addition these two OT saints appeared in glory to encourage Jesus about what lay ahead on the other side of the Cross—the fantastic glorification of not only Himself, but all those who believe in Him.  Not only was the defeat of Satan, sin, and death important, but the glorification of those who loved the Lord was even more important.


d.  We might say that Jesus was going over the battle plan with Moses and Elijah prior to the Cross.  In addition we should not forget that these are the two witnesses of the last half of the Tribulation, and they have a job to do in the future as heralds of the Second Advent.  Jesus probably had some instructions for them regarding the postponement of that event, because the Church Age was a mystery unknown to them.  Perhaps Jesus was letting them know that there would be an intervening period of human history before they got back into the action on earth.


e.  Peter uses the same word ‘departure’ in reference to his own death in 2 Pet 1:15, “And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind.”


f.  “Jesus’ departure here is literally His ‘exodus.’  Although this term was a natural way to describe death, it may represent an allusion to Israel’s future salvation, which the prophets and later Jews often viewed as a new exodus.”

2.  “which He was about to fulfill in Jerusalem.”

a.  Luke then explains that the departure was about Jesus’ departure in Jerusalem, which narrows down the future event to the entire events surrounding the Cross and His departure to the compartment of Hades, called Torments, where He would make His victorious proclamation to the angels in prison and the Nephalim (the half human half angelic creatures that attempted to corrupt true humanity so that Jesus could not be born, Gen 6).


b.  The verb “about to” narrows the subject of this phrase down to the Cross, because the ascension takes place in Galilee (Mt 28:16ff).  The ascension was fulfilled in Galilee; the Cross was fulfilled in Jerusalem.  This phrase also tells us that we are only months away from the Cross.  We are at least two and a half years into our Lord’s ministry on earth, and perhaps even three years.


c.  It is most likely that Jesus was explaining to Moses and Elijah all the theology regarding His judgment for sin in order to provide salvation, so that they would have the complete and correct witness to give during the Great Tribulation.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Moses and Elijah appeared to Jesus and discussed with Him His approaching death and resurrection.”


b.  “No one on earth understood the heart of Jesus and so Moses and Elijah came.  The poor disciples utterly failed to grasp the significance of it all.”


c.  “Only Luke notes the glorified condition of the OT saints and their topic of conversation: Jesus’ ‘exodus’, which was about to come to fulfillment in Jerusalem.  Fulfillment is the key theme of this verse; the events discussed are part of God’s plan, which will come to pass.  The EXODOS itself recalls the great OT event of salvation and suggests that Jesus is doing something not just equivalent, but even greater.  The EXODOS is variously interpreted

 
1. 
The term refers only to Jesus’ death in Jerusalem.  While EXODOS can refer to death, the imagery of journey looks beyond the death to a series of events. The emphasis on fulfillment fits well with this view, which does reflect a major element in the concept but does not exhaust the image.

 
2. 
The term refers to Jesus’ death and ascension.  This view has much to commend it, though it may not go far enough.

 
3. 
The best option is that the image refers to the entire death-parousia [appearance] career of Jesus.  Jesus’ glorious condition at the time of this discussion also suggests this more comprehensive allusion. Moses and Elijah anticipate what Jesus will fulfill, starting in Jerusalem.  Clearly the stress is on his death, resurrection, and ascension—all of which happen in Jerusalem [Wrong, Matthew says the ascension takes place in Galilee].”


d.  “‘Departure’ referred to Jesus’ leaving the world through which He would bring salvation.  This departure was to be fulfilled in Jerusalem.  From this point on, Jesus indicated several times that He was headed toward Jerusalem “


e.  “The point of their discussion, then, would be the nature of Jesus’ journey through rejection and death to his exaltation.  That this would be fulfilled in Jerusalem adds fresh information, establishing a new narrative need for Jesus to travel to the city.”


f.  “What were Jesus and these super-terrestrials talking about?  Specifically, ‘His departure, which He was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem’.  They were talking about His impending death, resurrection, and ascension to the right hand of God—the ultimate exodus!  The Greek tense indicates that this was an extended conversation.  They were talking about the fulfillment of everything their lives represented!”
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