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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” with the particle of attention IDOU, meaning “behold; notice; pay attention.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun ANĒR plus the cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “two men.”  This is followed by the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb SULLALEW, which means “to speak or talk with.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the two men were producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the instrumental of association from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “with Him.”

“And behold, two men were talking with Him,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “who.”  With this we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: were.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the two men produced the state of being someone.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular proper noun MWUSĒS plus the additive conjunction KAI and the masculine singular proper noun ĒLIAS, meaning “Moses and Elijah.”

“who were Moses and Elijah,”
Lk 9:30 corrected translation
“And behold, two men were talking with Him, who were Moses and Elijah,”
Mk 9:4, “Elijah appeared to them along with Moses; and they were talking with Jesus.”
Mt 17:3, “And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.”

Explanation:
1.  “And behold, two men were talking with Him,”

a.  Luke continues the description of the events on the Mountain of Transfiguration by telling us who the other guests were at this spiritual party.  Luke wants us to notice carefully that there were two other men there talking with Jesus.


b.  The fact that there are two is important because these are two witnesses to the fact that Jesus came from heaven, and therefore, is the Son of God.  Since these two men have already lived their lives on earth, have died, and have seen the life after this world, they are qualified to testify about the Person of the Jesus.


c.  What these two men were discussing with Jesus is revealed in the next verse.  They were talking about Jesus’ departure, which He was about to fulfill in Jerusalem.
2.  “who were Moses and Elijah,”

a.  Luke then tells us that the two men were Moses and Elijah.  The implications of this are many.  First, and foremost, this tells us who the two witnesses of the Tribulation are.  They are mentioned in Rev 11:3-12, “Furthermore, I will give [power] to My two witnesses, and they will prophesy for one thousand two-hundred sixty days, wearing sackcloth.  These men are the two olive trees and the two lampstands [witnesses] who are standing before the Lord of the earth.  Furthermore, if anyone desires to harm them, fire comes out of their mouth and devours their enemies.  And if anyone should desire to harm them, in this manner they must be killed.  These [two witnesses] have the power to shut the sky, so that rain may not fall during the days of their prophetic activity.  Furthermore they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the land [Palestine] with every plague [misfortune] as often as they desire.  And when they have finished their testimony, the beast-monster who ascends from the Abyss will make war against them; and he will conquer them and kill them.  And then their corpses [will be displayed] in the street of the great city, which is called figuratively Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.  And those from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will view their corpse for three and a half days.  Furthermore they did not permit their corpses to be placed into a grave.  And the inhabitants on the earth will rejoice over them, that is, they will both celebrate and send gifts to one another, because these two prophets had tormented the inhabitants on the earth.  And after three and a half days the breath of life from God entered into them.  And then they stood on their feet and great fear fell on those who were viewing them.  And then they heard a great voice from heaven saying to them, ‘Come up here’.  And so they went up into heaven in a cloud, and their enemies observed them.”


b.  The second most important implication that these two men are Moses and Elijah is the fact that they prove that there is life after death.  Moses died 1430 years before appearing on the Mount of Transfiguration and Elijah died 900 years before.


c.  The appearance of these two men confirms their historical existence in the life of Israel.  They really lived and really experienced the events written about them in the Old Testament.


d.  Satan was not allowed to have the physical bodies of either man, because God had further use of them in human history during the last half of the Tribulation.  This explains the archangel fighting with Satan over the body of Moses and why Elijah was taken from the earth in a chariot of fire.


e.  Jesus as the deity of Christ would be confirmed by the three witnesses of the Church Age (Peter, John, and James), so also two witnesses of the Age of Israel would confirm the deity of Jesus during the Tribulation.  Adam, Enoch, Noah, and Abraham are witnesses to the deity of Christ in the Age of the Gentiles.


f.  This passage further confirms that Jesus is not Elijah come back from the dead or any other prophet.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Elijah and Moses thus appear on the Mount of Transfiguration as the precursors of Jesus.  As in Rev 11:3 ff their appearance has eschatological significance.  It proclaims the inauguration of the last time.”


b.  “With the transformation also comes the appearance of two major OT figures, Moses and Elijah, who are talking with Jesus.  Their presence has evoked much discussion.  What do they represent?  The best suggestion is that Moses typifies the prophetic office that Jesus will occupy, while Elijah pictures the hope of the eschaton [Second Advent].  [Wrong, the best suggestion is that Moses and Elijah are the two witnesses of the Great Tribulation.]  Thus, Moses looks back to the exodus and Elijah looks forward to the fulfillment of promise in the eschaton.  It is also suggested that these figures function as OT witnesses to Jesus, which is certainly the impression created by their presence.”


c.  “The bodies of Moses and Elijah were never found. God buried Moses’ body (Dt 34:5–6), and Elijah did not die but was taken up to heaven (2 Kg 2:11–12, 15–18).  These two men represent the beginning and the end of Israel [NO, they are the two witnesses of Rev 11], for Moses, as the Lawgiver, founded the nation, and Elijah is to come back before the great and terrible day of the Lord [the last half of the Tribulation] (Mal 4:5–6).


d.  “Elijah apparently never died (2 Kg 2:11; Mal 4:5; Jewish tradition); Moses was buried by God himself (Dt 34:6).  Both these figures were expected to return in some sense before the time of the end.”


e.  “Why were Moses and Elijah chosen to be with Christ?  Moses had first brought God’s law to Israel. [What has that got to do with his appearance here?  Nothing.]  Elijah was the first prophet of the prophetic age [No, that distinction belongs to Samuel.], thus, together, they represented the great Old Testament periods of revelation, the Law and the Prophets.  [So what?  That has no relevance there.]  Moses spoke of a prophet like himself, so his presence testified that Jesus was that prophet; Elijah was the pre-announced forerunner of the Messiah, so his presence, too, testifies that Jesus is the Messiah.  Thus these two eminent witnesses confirmed that Jesus occupies the office of Messiah.”
  The last part is a far better theory.

f.  “Why Elijah and Moses?  Why not Isaiah and Jeremiah, or Daniel and Joseph?  There are several reasons.  Both these men had previously conversed with God on mountaintops—Moses on Mount Sinai (Ex 31:18) and Elijah on Mount Horeb, another name for Sinai (1 Kg 19:8ff.).  They both had been shown God’s glory.  Both also had famous departures from this earth.  Moses died on Mount Nebo, after which God buried him in a grave known only to Himself.  Elijah was taken up alive in a chariot of fire.  Both were expected to return again at the end of the age (concerning Elijah, cf. 1:17; 9:8, 19; concerning Moses cf. Dt 18:15, 18).  Moses was the great lawgiver, and Elijah was the great prophet.  Moses was the founder of Israel’s religious economy, and Elijah was the restorer of it.  Together they were a powerful summary of the entire Old Testament economy.”
  All of this is ignores the two witnesses of the Tribulation.
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