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 is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: saying.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that produced the action.


The participle is a circumstantial participle coterminous with the action of the main verb.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, which is used here to introduce direct discourse and is translated by quotation marks.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DEI, meaning “to be necessary; one must.”


The present tense is an aoristic/futuristic present, which presents the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man (“I”) will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “The Son of Man.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many things.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb PASCHW, which means “to suffer.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man must produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning and action of the main verb DEI.

“saying, ‘The Son of Man must suffer many things”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the aorist passive infinitive from the verb APOKOKIMAZW, which means “to be rejected.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the Son of Man must receive the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning and action of the main verb DEI

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine plural article and adjective PRESBUTEROS, meaning “by the elders.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI (twice), meaning “and…and” plus the ablative of agency from the masculine plural noun ARCHIEREUS, meaning “the high priests” and the noun GRAMMATEUS, meaning “the scribes.”

“and be rejected by the elders and high priests and scribes,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the aorist passive infinitive of the verb APOKTEINW, which means “to be killed.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the Son of Man must receive the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning and action of the main verb DEI.

“and be killed”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the locative of time
 from the feminine singular article, ordinal adjective TRITOS and noun HĒMERA, meaning “on the third day.”  Then we have the aorist passive infinitive from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to be raised.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the Son of Man must receive the action of being raised.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning and action of the main verb DEI.

“and be raised on the third day.’”
Lk 9:22 corrected translation 
“saying, ‘The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and high priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised on the third day.’”
Mt 16:21, “From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.”

Mk 9:31-32, “For He was teaching His disciples and telling them, ‘The Son of Man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He will rise three days later.’  But they did not understand this statement, and they were afraid to ask Him.”

Explanation:
1.  “saying, ‘The Son of Man must suffer many things”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Then after warning, He gave orders to them to tell this to no one, saying, ‘The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and high priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised on the third day.’”

b.  Jesus continues His speech to the Twelve by explaining further why He doesn’t want them telling everyone He is the Messiah.  The reason He doesn’t want them to shout from the housetops that He is the Messiah is because He must suffer many things.  As mentioned before, the title “Son of Man” is the equivalent of saying “I.”  Jesus is saying “I must suffer many things.”


c.  The Messiah isn’t supposed to suffer at all according to the teaching of the religious leaders of Israel.  The Messiah is supposed to deliver Israel from the oppression by Israel’s enemies and establish them as the greatest world power.  A suffering Messiah is completely contrary to the current Jewish notion of the Messiah.  The religious leaders of Israel have ignored all the prophesies in Isaiah and Psalm 22 regarding the Messiah.  They are looking only at the events of the Second Advent of the Messiah and are completely blind to the events of the First Advent of the Messiah.  Jesus begins His explanation by teaching the disciples that there are many things the Messiah must suffer first before the end comes.

2.  “and be rejected by the elders and high priests and scribes,”

a.  Jesus continues His explanation by giving a list of sufferings He must endure.  The first is the rejection by the religious leadership of Israel.  This leadership is defined by three categories.



(1)  The elders are the members of the Sanhedrin—the Supreme Court of Israel.



(2)  The high priests are Annas and Caiaphas (Lk 3:2, “the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas”), the father-in-law and former high priest plus the son-in-law and current high priest.  This is the Executive Branch of Israel’s government.



(3)  The scribes represent the theological teachers in Israel.  They were the religious lawyers, the subject matter experts on the Mosaic Law.

b.  The political, judicial and religious leaders of Israel would all join together in rejecting the fact that Jesus was the Messiah.  They would call Jesus a liar and a fraud in spite of His miracles, healing, and teachings.  With the exception of a few people (Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathea, and a few others) Jesus was overwhelmingly rejected as being the Messiah by every so-called ‘leader’ in Israel.  It would be like our President, Supreme Court, Congress, and every clergyman in the country saying that Jesus was not the Son of God.


c.  This rejection meant total excommunication from the religious life of Israel, which included complete ostracism by all other Jews and all social life.  The point being that what applied to Jesus would also apply to all His followers, especially the Twelve. 

3.  “and be killed”

a.  Jesus then adds the icing on the cake—the leaders of Israel would have Him killed.  This is the first time Jesus has mentioned this to His disciples, so it had to come as a complete shock to them.


b.  Remember that Peter had just said that He believed that Jesus was the Messiah, and Matthew reported that He added “the Son of the Living God.”  If Jesus is the Son of God, which means He is divine, then how can He be killed, since deity cannot die?  Not only were the disciples shocked, but now they were also dazed and confused.


c.  Jesus had authority over death and proven it more than once.  How could someone with authority over death be killed?  This was a tough pill to swallow.  We can easily imagine the thought running through the minds of these men at this moment—“If they are going to kill You, what is going to happen to us?”

4.  “and be raised on the third day.’”

a.  Jesus had to soften the blow and He did so immediately.  He makes another startling statement that the disciples haven’t heard or grasp before.  He assures them that He will be raised on the third day.  By this He clearly means raised from the dead.


b.  This raises other questions in the disciples’ minds: ‘Who is going to raise You?  Why can’t You raise yourself?  Why does it take three days?  What is going to happen during those three days?’  We can easily imagine their minds racing with questions and more confusion.  But still Jesus has promised to return from the dead.  The leaders might be able to kill Him, but they can’t keep Him down.


c.  Whatever grief might have entered the disciples’ minds is immediately and temporarily set aside by Jesus’ reassurance.  And this is the final thought that He wants to leave with them, so they will not forget.  He wants them to just keep remembering that He will be raised on the third day.  Regardless of everything else that will take place all they have to hold onto is the one thought—I will be raised on the third day.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It was a melancholy outlook that depressed the disciples as Mark and Matthew show in the protest of Peter and his rebuke.”


b.  “Jesus explains the reason for silence in terms of the Son of Man’s suffering, that is, in terms of His own suffering.  Jesus needs to help the disciples understand the nature of His messiahship. Jesus does not fear rejection, nor does He see it as a futile thing to experience.  Rejection will not kill the mission.  In fact, his crucifixion will be the result of His own remarks to the Sanhedrin (Lk 22:66–71).  Jesus does not seek to avoid His coming death.  This is the first suffering-Son-of-Man saying in Luke.  A similar note will appear in Lk 17:24–25.  After this, and after the nature of Jesus’ messiahship is explained, Luke will speak of the Messiah who suffers (Lk 24:26, 46; Acts 3:18; 17:3; 26:23.  Suffering was hinted at before (Lk 2:35; 5:35), but now it is explicit.  In fact, the presence of DEI [= must] shows that Jesus is presenting a commission statement.  There is an inevitability to these events.  God planned to have the Son of Man experience the things described here. God knew what would happen to the suffering Messiah–Son of Man, Jesus.  Four infinitives summarize Jesus’ career.  First, He is to suffer many things.  No details are given, but the picture refers to the entire process of rejection and persecution, since the handing over to the Jewish leaders and the death on the cross follow later.  Second, the religious leadership of the Jews will reject Him.  The elders, chief priests, and scribes were the three groups who made up the Sanhedrin, the ruling body of Judaism.  Third, Jesus will be killed.  Finally, Jesus will rise on the third day.  Note also how the passive mood is present in the final three infinitives: He will be rejected, will be killed, will be raised.  The summary is parallel to Mk 8:31 = Mt 16:21.  Luke, however, lacks Matthew’s and Mark’s response by Peter and Jesus’ subsequent rebuke of him.  Luke often softens criticism of the disciples.”


c.  “Jesus had already given a number of ‘hints’ about His sacrificial death, but now He began to teach this truth clearly to His disciples.  John the Baptist had presented Him as the ‘Lamb of God’ (Jn 1:29), and Jesus had predicted the ‘destruction’ of the temple of His body (Jn 2:19).  When He compared Himself to the serpent in the wilderness (Jn 3:14) and to Jonah (Mt 12:38–40), Jesus was making statements about His suffering and death.  This is the first of three statements in Luke about His coming passion in Jerusalem (Lk 9:43–45; 18:31–34).”


d.  “The time for proclaiming openly the messiahship of Jesus will come following the events Jesus has predicted.  ‘Son of Man’ is used by Jesus in a self-referential way.  Those responsible for His suffering are not the Jews in general but the elders, chief priests, and scribes—that is, the Jewish leadership in Jerusalem in particular, those who constitute the Sanhedrin.  This is the first appearance of the Jerusalem ‘elders’ in the Third Gospel; they will reappear, typically alongside the chief priests, as agents of Jesus’ denunciation and execution.   This is also the first appearance of the ‘chief priests’ in Luke’s narrative; these priests were centered in Jerusalem and members of the temple elite; they appear in the narrative consistently as a group in opposition to Jesus.  Scribes (a.k.a. ‘lawyers’ and ‘teachers of the law’) from Jerusalem have appeared on the scene before (Lk 5:17); they, too, are cast in a negative light as those who test, accuse, take offense at, or otherwise oppose Jesus.  When appearing as a kind of triumvirate in Luke’s narrative, these groups are invariably joined in their hostility toward Jesus.”


e.  “The New Testament writers took some Old Testament texts as referring to the Messiah’s suffering, but most Jewish people in the first century did not recognize these texts as referring to the Messiah, who was to reign as king.  Most Jewish people believed in the resurrection of all the righteous dead at the end of the age and the inauguration of a kingdom under God’s appointed ruler afterward.”


f.  “This prophecy was made in the last year of Jesus’ earthly ministry, so was, in part, designed to put the apostles on notice that they would soon be ministering on their own.  Jesus explained what lay ahead in the near future by speaking of His rejection, death, and resurrection.  Whatever the source, the teaching was crystal clear, as Peter very definitely understood its meaning (Mk 8:32).”


g.  “This prophecy was so completely foreign to the disciples’ concept of Messiah that when He died they were disoriented and devastated.  They had heard Him predict it but had never accepted it as fact.  It just did not fit in with their picture of what the Messiah would be and do.  Jesus mentioned His resurrection here also, but that event was incomprehensible to the disciples until after it occurred.  The scenario Jesus described was the precise opposite of their expectations.  They knew He was indeed the Messiah, but His words were nonsensical to them at that time.”


h.  “Jesus is brief in this first formal announcement. He is like one who is breaking a piece of terrible news to His dearest friends.  The shock cannot be avoided, but it is softened as much as possible. The very thought of seeing their beloved Master, whom they had just confessed as the Christ of God, a bleeding, murdered victim of the Sanhedrin at Jerusalem must have overwhelmed the disciples - and not only because of their love, attachment, and high hopes but also because of their conception of the Messiah, which included the very opposite of suffering and being killed, namely earthly grandeur and triumph.   Any true conception of this stupendous act was at this time beyond the comprehension of the disciples.  It was enough for them to hear that Jesus would not remain in death but be brought back to life as the Messiah.”
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