John 1:1
Luke 9:20
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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” with the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them,” referring to the disciples.  Then we have the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” referring to the disciples.  Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who.”  Then we have the accusative ‘subject of the infinitive’ from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: do you say?”


The present tense is a descriptive or aoristic present, describing what is occurring right now as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: I am.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produce the action.


The infinitive functions like a finite verb in the accusative-infinitive construction.  This infinitive also functions as an explanatory after a verb of communication, which requires the word “[that]” in English grammar.

“Then He said to them, ‘However who do you say [that] I am?’”
 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun PETROS, meaning “Peter.”  Next we have the nominative masculine singular aorist deponent passive participle of the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer: answering.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Peter) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial and coterminous with the action of the main verb.

This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Peter produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS with the genitive of relationship (or possibly the ablative of origin, meaning “from God”) from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “The Christ of God.”

“Then answering, Peter said, ‘The Christ of God.’”
Lk 9:20 corrected translation
“Then He said to them, ‘However who do you say [that] I am?’  Then answering, Peter said, ‘The Christ of God.’”
Mt 16:15-16, “He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’  Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’”

Mk 8:29, “And He continued by questioning them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’  Peter answered and said to Him, ‘You are the Christ.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Then He said to them, ‘However who do you say [that] I am?’”

a.  Luke continues the story of Jesus questioning the disciples about His identity by telling us what Jesus said to them after they answered His first question, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ by telling him the three most popular theories (that He was John the Baptist raised from the dead, Elijah returned as promised by the prophet Malachi, and one of the prophets of old).


b.  Jesus then responds to their answer with another question in contrast to the wrong ideas of the general population of Israel.  Instead of what the people say, Jesus now wants to know what the Twelve think of Him.  Do they realize yet that He is far more than a prophet?  It is obvious that He is not John the Baptist.  They have seen John personally testifying that Jesus was the Lamb of God as He walked by one day before Jesus began His public ministry, when they began following Him (see Jn 1).  They also know that Jesus has done more and greater miracles than any prophet has ever done.  In fact He has done more than all the prophets of Israel combined.


c.  Jesus has put them ‘on the spot’.  Now that His public ministry in Galilee is over (Jn 6:66), Jesus is intent on going to Jerusalem and do what He had come into the world to do—provide eternal salvation for man by His spiritual death on the cross.  Before He does that He must make sure that the disciples know exactly who He is—the Son of God and the Messiah.  They must identify Him correctly and believe who He is for their own salvation, but also so they can correctly testify about Him in the future, when the time comes for their testimony to the world.

2.  “Then answering, Peter said, ‘The Christ of God.’”

a.  Peter answers as the spokesman for the group of Twelve disciples/apostles.  We don’t know if they discussed the answer among themselves before Peter spoke on their behalf or whether Peter just blurted out the answer before anyone else had a chance to speak.  We don’t know if there was a dramatic pause between Jesus’ question and Peter’s answer or if the answer came immediately.  It is likely that the disciples had been discussing this question among themselves ever since Jesus quieted the storm on Lake Galilee and they began asking one another, “Who is this that even the winds and water obey Him?” (Lk 8:25).


b.  This question is the central question of human history and the question every man must answer to determine their eternal future.  The right answer results in eternal life with God and the wrong answer results in the second death.  There is no more important question in each person’s life, and each of us answers this question by our belief that Jesus is the Christ or our belief that He is not.


c.  Peter answered that Jesus is “The Christ of God.”  The word “God” refers to God the Father.  Jesus is the Christ of God the Father.  What is “the Christ?”  The Greek word “Christ” is the translation of the Hebrew word “Messiah.”  Jesus is the Messiah of God the Father.  Jesus is God the Father’s Anointed One.  God’s Anointed One is His Son.  In effect Peter was answering that Jesus was the Son of God, because the Messiah is the Son of God.  Peter recognized and believed that Jesus was the incarnate Son of God, the Father’s Messiah, and the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, as John the Baptist had said. Peter believed what billions of Muslims deny—that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God.


d.  If Jesus was not the Christ of God, then He was not resurrected, was a liar, and we are all doomed to an eternal non-existence.  As Paul said, “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith [is] useless, you are still in the sphere of your sins.  Consequently also those who have fallen asleep [died] in Christ have perished.  If in this life we are having confidence alone in Christ (and we are), we are the most miserable of all men,” 1 Cor 15:17-19.


e.  Peter made the greatest confession of faith that any person can make, and it is the same confession that each of us make about the person of our Lord Jesus.  Peter spoke for himself and for the rest of the disciples (he didn’t know that Judas was not a believer) and set the pattern for all believers of the Church Age.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This is not a new discovery from Simon Peter, but simply the settled conviction of the disciples after all the defections of the Galilean masses and the hostility of the Jerusalem ecclesiastics.  The disciples still believed in Jesus as the Messiah of Jewish hope and prophecy.  It will become plain that they do not grasp the spiritual conception of the Messiah and His kingdom that Jesus taught, but they are clear that He is the Messiah however faulty their view of the Messiah may be.  There was comfort in this for Jesus.  They were loyal to Him.”


b.  “Jesus now seeks the disciples’ opinion.  When Peter speaks, he speaks for all the disciples.  His reply is simple: Jesus is the Christ of God.  What was predicted about Jesus in the infancy materials is becoming a part of the disciples’ perception.  That a regal, political understanding of Jesus as Messiah is part of the disciples’ view can be seen in their question to Jesus in Acts 1:6.  Their perception now matches in part that of the hostile demonic forces, as well as the confession of the angels (Lk 4:41; 2:11).  Although Jesus replies in terms of the Son of Man (Lk 9:22), He is not rejecting the title that Peter uses.  The title will not come into view again until the critical events of the last week of Jesus’ life, a climactic period in which it will again occupy a central place.  Jesus as Christ is the point of scriptural promises and CHRISTOS is also a central title in Jesus’ trial (Lk 22:67) and crucifixion (Lk 23:35).  This christological point is also made in Acts 3:18 and 4:26–27.  All three Synoptic accounts portray Peter’s answer in messianic terms: ‘You are the Christ’ in Mk 8:29 and ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God’ in Mt 16:16.  Matthew follows with a long section unique to him, where Jesus accepts Peter’s confession and notes that it is the product of divine revelation.  All the Gospels agree that Jesus is the promised future leader who will bring deliverance and fulfillment to those who ally themselves to Him.  Jn 6:69 speaks of ‘the Holy One of God’ in a similar confession.  Jesus will begin a long process of explaining that the political implications of the title are not the current burden of His commission.  Suffering comes first.  It is important to see that no strong declaration of deity exists in the passage.  The way the disciples react to Jesus in the rest of His ministry shows that they do not yet see Him as God [This is absolutely wrong.  Matthew, who was actually there and heard directly what Peter said, quotes Peter as saying that Jesus was “the Son of the Living God.”  If that isn’t yet seeing Him as God, then what is?].  The disciples’ understanding has not yet been stretched to its limit with regard to Jesus.  Only His resurrection will bring them decisively across that threshold.  Nevertheless, Peter sees that Jesus is the Christ.  This represents a fundamental starting point in seeing who Jesus is.”


c.  “Peter was the spokesman for the group and gave a clear witness to the deity of Jesus Christ.  This was the second time that he confessed Christ publicly (Jn 6:68–69).”


d.  “Peter, answering for the entire group, affirmed that He is the Christ (i.e., the Messiah) of God.  Though some time had passed since the incident of the loaves and fish, the implication from Luke seems to be that it was Jesus’ sufficiency in that instance which clinched His identification as Messiah in the disciples’ minds.”


e.  “For the first time within the narrative of Jesus’ public ministry, a human being recognizes Jesus as God’s Messiah.  What does it mean to refer to Jesus as the Messiah of God?  Given that Peter does not go on to interpret his confession, his understanding of its nature is not at all clear.  Luke’s readers know (1) that Gabriel had identified Jesus as the Messiah in religio-political terms as the one who would exercise rule in an everlasting kingdom, (2) that Jesus has been anointed by the Spirit of the Lord (i.e., He is the Anointed or Messianic Prophet) in order to carry out the future work of salvation, (3) that the unfolding of Jesus’ anointed ministry had raised questions in John’s mind about whether Jesus was the anticipated Messiah, and (4) that Jesus had begun the work of interpreting the title.  Jesus is the Messiah whose status encompasses but surpasses that of a prophet.  Does Peter (and do the other disciples) understand all of this when he acclaims Jesus as ‘The Messiah of God’?  Luke does not say; what Luke does maintain, however, is that Peter (and the others) could have known all of this and still not understood fully the nature of Jesus’ person and work.  This is because Jesus’ divine commission continues to unfold.  Having summoned this level of comprehension from His followers, Jesus now goes further to disclose even more concerning His role in the divine purpose.”


f.  “Regeneration depends absolutely on confessing that Jesus is very God, and this is the sole means for escaping eternal punishment.  It is to this answer that God led Simon.”


g.  “Very likely there was a pause because they did not answer in unison as before, even though they all knew the answer.  Christ is the Greek rendering of the Hebrew title Messiah and means ‘Anointed One.’  Peter’s confession showed that the disciples had come to believe that Jesus was the Anointed One Israel had been waiting for from the time of David—a superhuman being who would overthrow Israel’s enemies, regather God’s earthly people from the four corners of the world, and make Jerusalem the center of the world, establishing the perfect reign of God on earth.  Peter and the disciples did not understand all the ramifications of the Messiah’s coming, but they had the big picture.  Peter was the only who said it, but they all nodded and murmured their assent.  Jesus was their long-awaited, God-given hope of salvation, their deliverer.  What we think about Jesus is everything.  Acceptance or rejection of Him makes all the difference.  We must understand that he is Messiah, God’s Son who came to us in human flesh and was crucified, buried, and raised from the dead, thus paying the full penalty for our sins.  Now He reigns in Heaven, and one day he will judge every human who has ever lived.  To be there with him, we must believe this—we must rest our lives on it.  ‘Who do you say I am?’ is a question every person must personally answer and believe for himself or herself.”


h.  “The conviction that Jesus was the Messiah who had been promised in all the Old Testament revelations drew disciples to Jesus, beginning with the Baptist’s assurance recorded in Jn 1:32-34 and with the faith of the first six who attached themselves to Jesus as recorded in Jn 1:41, 45, 49. More than two years of constant intercourse with Jesus had only deepened and fully established this conviction.”
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